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PREAMBLE 


Whereas,  History  shows  that  the  remem- 
brance of  a  nation's  glory  in  the  past  stimu- 
lates a  national  greatness  in  the  future,  and 
that  successive  generations  are  awakened  to 
truer  patriotism  and  aroused  to  nobler  endeav- 
or by  the  contemplation  of  the  heroic  deeds  of 
their  forefathers;  therefore  the  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America  has  been  formed, 
that  the  descendants  of  those  men  who  in  the 
Colonial  period  by  their  rectitude,  courage,  and 
self-denial  prepared  the  way  for  success  in 
that  struggle  which  gained  for  the  country  its 
liberty  and  constitution,  may  associate  them- 
selves together  to  do  honor  to  the  virtues  of 
their  forefathers,  and  to  encourage  in  all  who 
come  under  their  influence,  true  patriotism, 
built  on  a  knowledge  of  the  self-sacrifice  and 
heroism  of  those  men  of  the  colonies  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  great  nation. — National 
Constifufion. 


Article  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the  National  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America 


OBJECTS 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  collect 
and  preserve  manuscripts,  traditions,  relics 
and  mementos  of  by-gone  days;  to  preserve 
and  restore  buildings  connected  v^ith  the  early 
history  of  our  country,  to  diffuse  healthful  and 
intelligent  information  concerning  the  past,  to 
create  a  popular  interest  in  our  Colonial  his- 
tory, to  stimulate  a  spirit  of  true  patriotism 
and  a  genuine  love  of  country,  and  to  impress 
upon  the  young  the  sacred  obligation  of  honor- 
ing the  memory  of  those  heroic  Ancestors 
whose  ability,  valor,  sufferings  and  achieve- 
ments are  beyond  all  praise. 


©he  Dorth  Carolina  @ociety  of  the 
Qolonial  Oames  of  gmerica 


OFFICERS  ELECTED  MAY,  1912 

PRESIDENT: 

MRS.  EDWARD  P.  BAILEY, 

313  Ann  Street,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
FIRST    VICE-PRESIDENT: 
MRS.  ALFRED  M.  WADDELL, 

16  North  Fifth  Street,  Wilmington,  N.C. 
SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

MRS.  EDMUND  JONES  LILLY, 

Fayettville,  N.  C. 
THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

MRS  WALTER  S.  LIDDELL, 

East  Avenue,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY: 

MRS.  ALLAN  NICHOLS, 
315  South  Front  Street,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

CORESPONDING   SECRETARY: 

MISS  JEAN  DALZIEL  WOOD, 

201  Chestnut  Street,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

TREASURER: 

MISS  SUE  MOORE  McQUEEN, 
318  South  Front  Street,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

REGISTRAR: 

MRS.  WILLIAM  LATIMER, 

126  South  Third  St,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

HISTORIAN: 
MRS.  ROBERT  STRANGE, 

510  Orange  Street,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
ASSISTANT  SECRETARY: 

MISS  FLORENCE  HILL  KIDDER, 

101  South  Third  Street,  V^llmington,  N.  C. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


TERMS  EXPIRE  1913: 

MISS  JEAN  DALZIEL  WOOD, 

MRS.  GEORGE  WILSON  KIDDER, 

MRS.  ALLAN  NICHOLS, 

MRS.  EDMOND  LaFAYETTE  PRINCE, 

MRS.  GEORGE  GILLETTE  THOMAS. 

TERMS  EXPIRE    1914: 

MISS  SUE  MOORE  McQUEEN, 
MISS  CAROLINE  MEARES, 
MRS.  WILLIAM  LATIMER, 

MRS.  HORACE  CADE  PRINCE, 
MRS.  ROBERT  STRANGE. 

TERMS   EXPIRE  1915: 

MRS.  JAMES  SPRUNT, 

MRS.  JOHN  WATTERS, 

MRS.  JUNIUS  DAVIS, 

MRS.  GEORGE  R.  FRENCH, 

MISS  SARA  CROWTHER  LIPPITT. 


LIFE -TIME  OFFICERS 


FOUNDER  AND  HONORARY  PRESIDENT: 
MRS.  GEORGE  WILSON  KIDDER, 

101  South  Third  Street.  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
HONORARY  PRESIDENT: 

MRS.  GASTON  MEARES, 

Wihnington,  N.  C. 

HONORARY  VICE-PRESIDENTS: 

MRS.  VIRGINIA  GWATHMEY  EMPIE, 

MRS.  JOHN  WILDER  ATKINSON, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 


MINUTES 


The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  North 
CaroHna  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America,  was  held  at  Orton,  Orton  Planta- 
tion, the  elegant  country  home  of  Mrs.  James 
Sprunt,  President,  Wednesday,  May  fifteenth, 
nineteen  hundred  and  twelve. 

Mrs.  Sprunt,  in  the  chair,  called  the  meeting 
to  order,  opening  with  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll ;  there  were 
present  thirty-nine  resident  members,  with 
Mrs.  Walter  S.  Liddell  and  Miss  Mary  L. 
Irwin,  Charlotte,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Edmund  Lilly, 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  William  L.  Martin, 
Raleigh,  N.  C" ;  Miss  Mary  Arrington,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Miller,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Crawford, 
Goldsboro,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Frank  Spruill,  Rocky 
Mount,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Edwnn  Justice,  Greens- 
boro, N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Harden  Hairston,  Winston, 
N.  C. ;  Mrs.  Georgia  Hicks,  Faison,  N.  C. ; 
Mrs.  M-  McD.  Williams,  Faison,  N.  C. ;  Mrs. 
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George  C.  Goodman,  Mooresville,  N.  C. ;  Mrs. 
William  Johnston,  Asheville,  N.  C. ;  Mrs. 
Joseph  Enslow,  Mississippi;  out  of  town  mem- 
bers. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  Society  to  again 
have  as  its  guest  Miss  Virginia  Fairfax,  dame 
of  the  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Secretary  read  Article  II  of  the  Nation- 
al Constitution. 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  sev- 
enteenth annual  meeting;  they  stood  approved 
as  read. 

The  President  delivered  her  address.  She 
reviewed  the  work  enterprized  and  accomplish- 
ed by  the  Society  during  the  six  years  of  her 
administration.  She  spoke  beautifully  of  her 
association  with  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  and  of  the  Society  during  her  terms 
as  executive  officer  and  announced  regretfully 
and  with  much  feeling  her  inability  to  accept 
the  high  office  of  President  of  the  Society  for 
the  coming  year. 

Immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  this  able 
and  comprehensive  address,  Mrs.  Sprunt,  as 
a  token  of  her  appreciation  of  and  in  ''recogni- 
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tion  of  the  loyalty  and  co-operation  of  the 
Society  during  her  successive  terms  of  office, 
1906-1912,"  presented  to  the  Society  a  register 
revised  and  published  by  herself  and  made  the 
request  that  the  money  accruing  from  the  sale 
of  same  to  the  members  of  the  Society  shall  be 
deposited  separately  from  the  other  funds  of 
the  Society  and  shall  be  used  for  the  publishing 
of  supplements  to  this  register,  as  the  growth 
of  the  Society  in  the  future  may  require. 

Mrs.  Sprunt's  request  was  gladly  granted, 
and  Mrs-  Allan  Nichols  was  appointed  custo- 
dian of  the  volumes  and  treasurer  of  the  funds 
received  by  the  sale  of  same.  Any  member  de- 
siring a  copy  of  the  new  Register  can  obtain  it 
by  remitting  to  Mrs.  Nichols  two  dollars  and 
her  address. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Waddell  accepted  for  the  Soci- 
ety, Mrs.  Sprunt's  most  generous  gift  of  the 
beautiful  Register,  bound  in  the  Colonial  col- 
ors, paying  fitting  tribute  to  Mrs.  Sprunt's  ser- 
vice as  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America  for  six 
years,  speaking  of  the  high  position  she  had 
lifted  the  Society,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
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especially  at  the  Biennial  Council.  In  accepting 
the  Register,  Mrs.  Waddell  said,  ''The  Society 
came  not  as  the  Greeks  went  to  their  ruler, 
with  gifts  in  their  hands  but  treachery  in  their 
hearts,  but  with  loyal  hearts  and  true  though 
with  empty  hands,  the  members  of  the  Society 
accepted  this  valuable  present  and  with  loving 
acknowledgment  of  her  faithfulness  and  sin- 
cere appreciation  of  her  liberality  and  service 
and  tactful  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society  during  her  administration,  they  were 
sorely  grieved  that  she  found  herself  unable  to 
accept  the  office  for  another  term.  Apprecia- 
tion of  Mrs.  Sprunt  was  evidenced  by  a  rising 
vote  of  thanks. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  in  her  grace- 
ful and  entertaining  style,  gave  an  account  of 
the  voluminous  amount  of  correspondence  car- 
ried on  and  the  numerous  invitations,  annual 
letters  and  literature  from  sister  Societies,  re- 
ceived by  her  during  the  year. 

The  Treasurer's  report  disclosed  the  fact 
that  the  funds  of  the  Society  had  not  been  un- 
used, but  that  the  demands  made  upon  the 
treasury  during  the  year  had  been  so  large 
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that  the  balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  un- 
usually small. 

The  printing  of  the  annual  minutes,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  for  the  prize  Essays ;  do- 
nation of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  Mecklen- 
burg tablet,  the  large  amount  subscribed  to  the 
fund  for  the  building  of  the  George  Washing- 
ton Memorial  Building  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
were  the  largest  sums  disbursed' 

In  the  Registrar's  and  Historian's  reports 
were  given  the  statistics  and  history  of  the  So- 
ciety during  the  year  just  passed;  from  these 
reports  were  gleaned  the  facts  that  the  move- 
ments of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America  are  progressive 
and  that  the  Society  is  making  history  for  the 
future  generations. 

The  report  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  gave 
in  detail  the  number  of  monthly  meetings  held 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  number  of 
called  meetings  of  both  Board  and  Society  dur- 
ing the  year;  the  number  of  printed  minutes  of 
the  annual  meeting,  1911,  mailed,  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  having  had  one  sent  to  her. 
Invitations  sent  out  and  the  collecting  of  old 
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Colonial  silver  for  the  inspection  of  Mr.  Jones, 
of  London,  an  authority  on  Colonial  and  Eccle- 
siastical silver. 

Mrs.  W.  N.  Harriss  read  an  interesting  re- 
port of  the  Biennial  Council  held  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  May  1-3,  1912. 

Miss  Mary  Kingsbury,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  reported  number  of  pedigree 
papers  examined  during  the  year  and  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Managers,  showing  the  growth 
of  membership  in  actual  numbers. 

Most  enjoyable  and  interesting  reports  were 
made  by  Miss  Mary  Arrington,  Chairman  of 
the  Wayne  County  Committee;  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Andrews,  Chairman  of  the  Wake  County 
Committee;  Mrs.  Walter  Ividdell,  Chairman 
of  the  Mecklenburg  County  Committee;  Mrs. 
Edmond  Lilly,  Chairman  of  the  Cumberland 
County  Committee;  Mrs.  Harden  Hairston, 
Chairman  of  the  Forsythe  County  Committee, 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Spruill,  of  Rocky  Mount. 

The   report   of   the   "Mecklenburg   Tablet" 

Committee  was  submitted  and  accepted  with 

thanks  and  compliments  to  the  Chairman  and 

members  of  her  committee  for  the  excellent  re- 
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suit  accomplished  in  the  placing  of  the  beauti- 
ful ''Tablet"  commemorative  of  the  "Mecklen- 
burg Declaration  of  Independence  and  the 
Signers,"  May  twenty-third,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five. 

Mrs.  Allan  Nichols,  Treasurer  of  the 
''George  Washington  Memorial  Building 
Fund"  for  the  North  Carolina  Societ3^  report- 
ed the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  raised  by 
individual  subscriptions,  and  supplemented 
from  the  treasury,  had  been  sent  to  the  Nation- 
al Treasurer  of  same  fund  at  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Mrs.  Sprunt  read  her  beautiful  report  as 
submitted  by  her  to  the  Biennial  Council  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology, 
also  the  memorials  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  How- 
ard Townsend  and  Mrs.  Beverly  Kennon, 
Honorary  President  and  Honorary  Vice-Pres- 
ident of  the  National  Society;  the  report  of 
Mrs.  Calder,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Necrology,  was  read  by  Mrs.  Allan  Nichols, 
Mrs.  Calder  not  being  in  attendance.  These 
touching  tributes  to  the  departed  ones  were  re- 
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ceived  by  the  members  of  the  Society  standing 
and  with  bowed  heads. 

Miss  Jean  Dalziel  Wood,  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  revise  and  have  published  a  regis- 
ter of  the  North  CaroHna  Society,  made  a  full 
report,  detailing  the  great  amount  of  work  and 
the  great  care  and  effort  required  to  accomplish 
the  beautiful  book.  Miss  Wood  was  accorded 
a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

Mrs.  Edmond  L.  Prince  read  an  invitation 
received  from  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  at 
Raleigh  to  a  reception  to  be  given  by  them  to 
the  Dames  Monday  night  May  twenty-third,  in 
honor  of  the  occasion  of  the  unveiling  of  the 
"Tablet." 

The  Secretay  read  the  following  important 
resolutions  adopted  during  the  year  1911-1912. 

IMPORTANT    RESOLUTIONS    AGREED    TO 

DURING  YEAR  1911-1912. 

Motion  at  June  Meeting,  1911,  by  Mrs.  G.   W.  Kidder: 

1.  That  the  By-law  hearing  upon  the  attend- 
ance of  the  members  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  be  strictly  enforced. 

2.  That  the  President  shall  have  the  authority 
to  All  the  place  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers who  is  absent  from  three  consecutive  meet- 
ngs  without  an  excuse  considered  justifiable  by 
the  President. 
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3.  That  the  President  shall  have  the  authority 
to  appoint  a  proxy  from  the  Society  for  a  member 
of  the  Board  known  to  be  absent  from  the  City 
at  the  time  of  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

Motion  at  June  Meeting,  1911,  by  Mrs.  Wm.  Latimer: 
That  all  preliminary  slips  shall  be  sent  to  the 
President  by  the  proposers  of  candidates  for 
membership  in  the  Society,  through  registered 
mail. 

Motion  at  June  Meeting,  1911,  by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Bailey: 
All  Annual  Dues  must  be  paid  before  April  1st, 
of  New  Year. 

Motion  offered  at  October  Meeting,  1911: 

All  pedigree  papers  improperly  signed  or  incor- 
rect in  any  respect,  shall  be  returned  by  express 
to  the  owner  of  same,  at  her  own  expense. 

Resolution  at  March  Meeting,  1912,  by  Mrs.  Wm.  N. 
Harriss: 
No  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  may  be 
elected  for  two  consecutive  terms. 

Resolution  at  May  Meeting,  by  Mrs.  M.  F.  H.  Gouv- 
eneur: 

Seeing  that  the  office  of  Heraldic  Artist  is  not 
necessary  to  the  Society  and  that  no  other  Society 
has  such  an  office,  and  that  creating  a  new  office 
was  an  unwise  precedent  to  establish; 

Resolved,  That  the  office  of  Heraldic  Artist 
from  this  date  be  abolished  and  that  the  holder 
of  said  office  be  notified  to  this  effect. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  election  of 
officers  of  the  Society  and  five  new  members  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  was  taken  up  in  accord- 
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ance  with  the  new  By-law^  ''No  member  of  the 
Board  can  be  elected  for  two  consecutive 
terms,"  the  five  members  whose  terms  expired 
at  the  close  of  the  present  year  of  the  Society 
were  inelegible  to  re-election. 

Mrs.  Waddell  explained  the  ''Primary"  and 
called  the  ticket  as  per  the  election  held  April 
meeting,  and  the  ticket  was  confirmed;  those 
elected  were  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Edward  P.  Bailey,  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
President. 

Mrs.  Alfred  M.  Waddell,  Wilmington,  N. 
C,  First  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Edmund  Jones  Lilly,  Fayetteville,  N. 
C,  Second  Vice  President. 

Airs.  Walter  S.  Eiddell,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Third  Vice-President. 

Five  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
whose  terms  expire  1915 — Mrs.  James  Sprunt, 
Mrs.  Junius  Davis,  Mrs.  George  French,  Miss 
Sarah  Lippitt,  Mrs.  John  Bellamy,  Jr. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  on  motion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carrik  E.  Prince, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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North  Carolina  Stafe  Library 
Raleigh 

THE  BOARD  MEETING 


The  eighteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  North  CaroHna  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  was  held  im- 
mediately upon  the  adjournment  of  the  Society 
at  Orton,  May  fifteenth,  1912. 

By  especial  invitation  the  visiting  Dames 
were  present. 

Mrs.  Edward  P.  Bailey,  the  recently  elected 
President,  was  in  the  chair,  and  called  the 
meeting  to  order. 

The  m.otion  to  dispense  with  the  roll  call, 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
and  all  reports  of  officers  was  agreed  to. 

The  Treasurer  read  the  names  of  the  new 
members  joining  since  last  report. 

The  Registrar  presented  the  following 
names  for  first  reading — Miss  Cora  Lee  Vail, 
Fayetteville,  N.  C. ;  Mrs.  John  Arthur  Gilmer, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

The  pedigree  papers  for  final  acceptance  of 
Mrs.  Hugh  Pratt,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

The  especial  business  of  the  Board,  to  elect 
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officers  for  the  next  year,  was  taken  up  and 
resulted  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Allan  Nichols,  Recording  Secretary. 

Miss  Jean  Dalziel  Wood,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  William  Latimer,  Registrar. 

Miss  Sue  Moore  McQueen,  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Robert  Strange,  Historian. 

Miss  Florence  Hill  Kidder,  assistant  Sec- 
retary. 

Mrs.  John  Bellamy,  Jr.,  sending  in  her  resig- 
nation, Mrs.  John  Watters  w^as  appointed  to 
the  vacancy. 

Miss  Sue  Moore  McQueen  was  appointed  to 
fill  Mrs.  Hal  Boatwright's  vacancy,  who  had 
resigned. 

Miss  Jean  Dalziel  Wood  to  fill  the  vacancy 
of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Bailey,  recently  elected  President. 

Mrs.  Sprunt  proposed  the  name  of  Miss 
Florence  Hill  Kidder  as  proxy  for  Mrs.  George 
Wilson  Kidder,  her  mother,  who,  on  account 
of  continued  ill  health,  would  be  unable  to  at- 
tend the  Board  meetings. 
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There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting, 
was  adjourned  upon  motion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carrie  E.  Prince. 
Recording  Secretary. 


iVll  reports,  addresses,  etc.,  mentioned  in 
these  minutes,  will  be  found  in  full,  with  other 
most  interesting  important  data,  in  the  Appen- 


dix following. 
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In  flDemoilain 

"  God's  finger  touched  him  and  he  slept.  " 

—  Tennyson,  In  Mem. 

MRS.  WILSON  G.  LAMB, 
Williamston,  N.  C. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  HILLMAN, 

Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

MRS.  C.   E.  RAYNAL, 
Statesville,  N.  C. 

MRS.  KENNETH  M.  MURCHISON, 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

MRS.  HARRY  D.  BROWN, 

San  Antonio,  Texas. 

MRS.  JOSIAH  B.  SOLOMON, 

Henderson,   Kentucky. 

HON.  ALFRED  M.   WADDELL, 
(Advisory  Board.) 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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APPENDIX 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 


Members  of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames  of  Araerica : — 

I  take  my  place  with  you  today  as  your  President 
for  the  last  time,  and  it  is  with  a  sense  of  the  day's 
work  completed,  the  tasks  of  my  office  finished,  the 
cares  and  responsibilities  laid  dov/n,  and  with  it  all 
a  feeling  that  I  cannot  resist,  ana  would  not  if  I 
could— a  feeling-  of  sorrow  and  sadness  which  over- 
whelms me,  tinging  the  always  pleasant  fellowship 
with  real  regret. 

I  miss  from  your  number  faces  that  in  former 
years  have  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  me;  I 
miss  voices  often  vibrant  with  sympathy  and  en- 
couragement—given always  so  freely  to  me,  and  I 
shall  miss  it  all— the  support,  the  cheer,  the  God 
speed  that  has  helped  me  to  keep  true  to  the  com- 
pass during  the  six  years  of  my  terms  of  office  and 
has  never  failed  me  in  times  of  perplexity  and  in 
stress  of  arduous  and  pressing  work.  I  measure 
these  years  not  by  months,  nor  yet  by  seasons,  but 
by  successive  steps  in  the  development  and  growth 
of  our  North  Carolina  Society  and  by  the  new 
friendships  made  and  the  old  ones  strengthened. 

I  measure  any  degree  of  success  that  I  have 
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achieved,  by  the  extent  of  your  confidence  and  trust 
in  my  conscientious  efforts  to  fulfill  my  obligations 
as  your  President.  I  have  kept  constantly  before 
me  the  important  position  we  occupy  in  the  Na- 
tional Society,  as  one  of  the  thirteen  Colonies, 
these  colonies  and  the  District  of  Columbia  form- 
ing the  original  small  and  exclusive  Society,  which 
has  grown  to  such  large  proportions  that  it  now 
extends  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land. 

I  will  ask  your  patience  while  I  make  a  resume  of 
the  work  done  during  the  past  six  years. 

(1.)  At  the  beginning  of  my  administration  the 
most  engrossing  work  of  the  Society  was  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Cornelius  Harnett  Monument  Fund, 
as  undertaken  by  Mrs.  Kidder,  our  first  President, 
my  honored  and  beloved  exemplar. 

The  requisite  sum  was  added  to  by  net  results  of 
entertainments!  of  different  kinds  given  by  the 
Dames  residing  in  Wilmington. 

The  corner  stone  was  laid  with  Masonic  honors  on 
the  morning  of  April  20th,  1906,  under  the  most  fav- 
orable auspices.  General  and  Mrs.  William  Ruffin 
Cox,  our  National  President,  having  come  to  Wil- 
mington especially  to  'be  present  on  this  occasion, 
which  was  in  every  respect  a  success.  Immediately 
following  the  ceremonies,  we  embarked  on  the 
steamer  "Wilmington,"  with  our  honored  guests, 
the  State  members  and  other  representatives  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  for  Old  Brunswiick,  for 
the  inspection  of  St.  Philip's  Church,  thence,  by  the 
gracious  permission  of  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Murchison, 
to  Orton  for  luncheon. 
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For  the  first  time  probably,  in  this  country,  a  re- 
production of  the  34  signal  flags  used  by  Lord  Nel- 
son at  the  battle  of  Traf alga  and  signifying  "Eng- 
land expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty,"  floated 
from  the  flag-poles  in  our  upper  garden  in  Wilming- 
ton, doing  honor  to  the  distinguished  party  as  they 
steamed  by  on  their  way  down  the  Cape  Fear,  where 
it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Dames  to  entertain 
them. 

After  the  Cornelius  Harnett  Monument  had  been 
erected,  there  was  still  a  deficit  of  $250.00  over  the 
amount  collected,  and  upon  'careful  consideration 
we  deemed  it  wise  to  appropriate  this  amount  from 
the  funds  in  the  treasury. 

It  is  today  a  source  of  mucli  satisfaction  to  me 
to  make  the  statement  that  the  monthly  meetings 
held  at  my  home  in  Wilmington  for  the  past  six 
years  has  saved  the  expenditure  of  the  treasury  to 
the  extent  of  $720.00.  This  economic  plan  was  sug- 
gested by  me  at  the  beginning  of  my  administra- 
tion and  acquiesced  in  by  the  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety in  Wilmington,  thus  enabling  us  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense of  our  local  memorial  work,  without  deplet- 
ing our  treasury. 

(2.)  The  next  undertaking  of  importance  was 
the  contribution  of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  to  the  National  Fund  for  the 
restoration  of  the  old  church  at  Jamestown.  This 
sum  was  composed  of  private  contributions  from 
members  throughout  the  State,  and  added  to  from 
the  treasury,  making  in  all  a  sum  total  of  $360.00. 
Invitations  were  sent  by  the  National  Society  of 
25 


the  Colonial  Dames,  through  me,  to  each  member 
of  the  North  Carolina  Society,  giving-  an  opportun- 
ity to  accept  the  gracious  invitation  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Dames  to  be  present  on  this  historic  occasion. 

The  North  Carolina  Society  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  only  Society  that  complied  literally  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  National  Society,  to 
prepare  an  original  programme  for  the  celebration 
in  the  schools  tliroughout  the  State  for  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  permanent  Eng- 
lish settlement  in  America. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Soci- 
ety, I  appealed  to  tlie  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
to  set  aside  the  13th  day  of  May,  1907,  as  "James- 
town Day,"  with  appropriate  exercises  in  the 
schools,  using  for  this  purpose  the  programmes 
which  were  a  personal  gift  from  me  to  the  State 
at  large  and  compiled  by  Dr.  Henry  Elliott  Shep- 
herd, of  Baltimore,  Dr.  Henry  A.  White,  of  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  James  Sprunt,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Blair, 
whose  courtesy  and  co-operation  as  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  made  possible  the  successful  presenta- 
tion of  this  programme  which  afterward,  by  special 
request,  was  repeated,  and  the  proceeds,  $100.00, 
given  to  local  charities. 

In  connection  with  the  Jamestown  celebration,  I 
was  authorized  by  the  National  Society  to  make  a 
collection  of  old  relics,  including  personal  heir- 
looms, old  deeds  and  records,  and  rare  old  furni- 
ture, portraits  and  miniatures.  This  was  carefully 
done  and  successfully  achieved,  the  exhibits  num- 
bering 362  made  ready,  with  detailed  historic  sketch 
of  each. 
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The  uncertainty  of  the  completion  of  the  Exposi- 
tion buildings  caused  me  great  uneasiness,  and  I 
called  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  for  sugges- 
tions on  this  point.  Mrs.  George  Thomas  and  Mrs. 
Allan  Nichols  volunteered  to  go  to  Jamestown  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  the  exa'ct  condition  of  the 
building  being  especially  erected  for  the  exhibit 
of  Colonial  relics,  and  their  report  that  the  build- 
ing, promised  by  the  first  of  May,  was  then,  in 
April,  only  two  feet  above  the  foundation,  so  dis- 
heartened us  that  by  the  advice  of  the  Society,  I 
abandoned  the  work,  the  concentrated  efforts  of 
three  months,  and  safely  returned  to  the  owners 
each  and  every  treasure  sent  to  me  for  the  North 
Carolina  Colonial  Dames  exhibit  at  Jamestown. 
Having  given  my  word  to  personally  install  the  ex- 
hibits in  this  fireproof  building,  and  being  assured 
that  it  would  not  be  finished  before  July  or  August, 
I  felt  that  the  course  w^as  justifiable  under  the 
circumstances. 

At  the  Biennial  Council  of  1906,  it  was  recom- 
mended to  each  State  iSociety  to  bring  to  the  fol- 
lowing Council  a  detailed  report  of  all  historic 
spots  unmarked  by  other  patriotic  societies.  This 
was  conscientiously  carried  out  by  me,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  report  was  published  in  the  National 
minutes,  and  has  been  subsequently  used  by  the 
Historical  Society  for  data. 

Following  this  special  line  of  w^ork,  we  erected 
and  on  May  5,  1910,  unveiled  a  tablet  at  Russelboro, 
the  base  of  which  was  built  of  stones  originally 
composing  the  foundation  of  "Tryon's  Palace." 
27 


It  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  interest  that  I  show 
you  this  bunch  of  keys,  possibly  worn  at  Lady  Try- 
on's  belt,  keys  which  were  constantly  used  in  the 
routine  of  the  daily  life  of  the  Palace;  or  perhaps 
Milady  was  far  too  interested  in  the  social  life  of 
the  Province  to  concern  herself  with  pounds  of 
meat  and  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  delegated  such 
tasks  to  the  major-domo  or  housekeeper. 

The  tablet  was  veiled  by  the  meteor  flag-  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  royal  cross  of  St.  Georg-e  was  once 
ag-ain  flung  to  the  breeze  upon  a  staff  near  hj,  and 
this  historic  spot,  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the 
Cape  Fear  as  the  scene  of  the  first  armed  resist- 
ance to  the  Crown  in  1766,  was  fittingly  remember- 
ed and  appropriately  marked  for  future  g-ener- 
ations. 

Last  year  I  appealed  to  the  Federal  Government, 
through  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  permission  to 
place  a  tablet  at  Fort  Johnston,  the  base  of  whiich 
is  composed  of  tapia  or  artificial  stone,  similar  to 
cocina,  the  original  material  used  by  Governor 
Benjamin  Smith,  when  he  undertook,  at  great  per- 
sonal loss  and  ultimate  financial  ruin,  the  protec- 
tion of  this  important  point  of  defense  from  the 
encroaching-  sea.  We  are  aware  that  the  erection  of 
other  forts  in  the  Colony  was  authorized  by  the 
Assembly,  but  we  have  the  records  proving-  that 
Fort  Johnston,  fortified  with  24  guns,  was  the  first 
one  in  active  service,  and  for  many  years  a  strate- 
gic point  in  the  Colony, 

At  the  Biennial  Council  of  1906,  I  was  appointed 
by  the  National  President  a  member  of  the  im- 
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portant  committee  on  original  research,  and  the 
following  year  took  steps  to  promote  an  interest 
in  this  subject  in  om*  State,  by  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  our  Society  to  the  need  of  material  in  the 
line  of  State  research,  because  our  State  was  rich 
in  Colonial  history  and  traditions,  in  papers,  in 
documents,  in  personal  and  public  relics  of  the 
Colonial  period,  respecting  which  there  had  been  no 
systematic  attempts  at  compilation. 

In  furtherance  of  this  suggestion  our  Society  de- 
cided to  offer  two  annual  prizes  of  $50.00  and  $25.00, 
for  the  best  and  second  best  essays  or  compositions 
relating  to  the  Colonial  period  of  North  Carolina, 
to  be  based  upon  original  research.  The  competi- 
tion was  confined  to  the  upper  class  men  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  and  the 
judges  appointed  were  the  President  and  two  other 
members  of  the  faculty.  This  scheme,  which  was 
cordially  approved  by  President  Venable,  brought 
fairly  good  results  the  first  and  second  years,  and 
the  prize  papers  were  published,  upon  the  authority 
of  our  Society. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Piofessor  Hamil- 
ton, of  the  Chair  of  History,  the  amounts  of  the 
prizes  were  increased  to  $100.00  and  $50.00  respect- 
ively, and  this  course  has  resulted  in  largely  in- 
creased interest  and  competition,  and  the  reason- 
able expectation  of  valuable  data  to  the  literature 
of  the  Colonial  period. 

On  page  99  of  the  National  minutes  of  1910,  you 
will  find:  "The  Secretary  stated  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee   also  recommended  that  the  pro- 
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posal  offered  by  the  Society  of  Massachusetts  be 
brought  before  the  Council.  Mrs.  Wendell  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, explained  that  the  Society  was  asked 
to  assist  in  the  investigation,  describing  and  cata- 
loging of  old  church  silver,  according  to  the  plan 
suggested  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Cambridge,  a  part  of 
which  plan  was  that  Mr.  Jones,  who  is  a  great  ex- 
pert on  silver  in  England  and  who  has  made  a  pho- 
tograph and  catalogue  of  Mr.  Morgan's  collection, 
and  also  of  the  collection  of  the  King  of  England 
and  others,  should  come  to  this  country  and  pre- 
pare two  volumes  of  the  church  silver  of  America; 
that  this  church  silver  should  be  photographed  and 
catalogued,  so  that  in  the  future  all  the  silver  before 
1800  of  any  value  in  America  should  be  known  and 
placed.  The  two  volumes  would  be  distinctly  on 
ecclesiastical  silver,  not  necessarily  on  what  we 
might  call  the  domestic  silver." 

Desiring  to  eo-operate  in  this  National  work,  and 
obtain  reliable  information  to  guide  me,  I  made 
two  visits  to  Boston  last  summer  and  inspected 
Mr.  Bigelow's  collection  in  the  Art  Museum,  which 
comprised  both  ecclesiastical  and  domestic  silver, 
an  exceedingly  interesting  exhibit,  which  led  me  to 
purchase  an  elaborately  illustrated  and  expensive 
book  on  the  subject  of  this  valuable  collection. 

On  my  return  home  I  sought  by  painstaking  and 
extensive  correspondence  to  Interest  the  members 
of  the  Society  throughout  the  iState  in  this  collec- 
tion, and  for  Mr.  Jones'  inspection  at  Wilmington, 
Raleigh,  New  Bern  and  Edenton,  rare  specimens  of 
silver,  both  ecclesiastical  and  domestic. 

30 


Had  I  carefully  read  Mrs.  Wendell's  resolution, 
that  Mr.  Jones  would  inspect  church  silver  only,  I 
might  have  saved  the  gracious  Dames  in  Raleigh 
much  trouble  and  disappointment,  and  myself  deep 
mortification  and  chagrin— a  most  unfortunate 
mistake,  for  which  I  was  wholly  responsible.  I 
trust  that  this  public  apology  will  atone  in  some 
measure  for  this  unfortunate  mistake,  which  was 
the  more  distressing  to  me,  because,  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  beautiful  exhibit  at  Raleigh  was  added 
a  mark  of  their  distinguished  consideration  for 
myself. 

A  valuable  historic  collection  had  been  made  by 
the  Dames  in  Raleigh,  through  the  efficient  efforts 
of  Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Andrews  and  Miss  Mary  Hilliard 
Hinton,  Chairman,  of  domestic  silver,  and  I  only 
realized  upon  Mr.  Jones'  arrival  in  Wilmington, 
where  I  had  also  gathered  from  different  parts  of 
the  State  a  beautiful  collection,  that  these  efforts 
were  entirely  futile.  Whereupon  I  personally  re- 
imbursed Mr.  Jones  for  his  traveling  expenses  and 
sent  him  to  New  Bern,  where  he  was  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  beautiful  Church  silver  of  Edenton  and 
New  Bern,  together  with  many  rare  pieces  of  do- 
mestic silver,  which  had  been  courteously  made 
ready  for  his  inspection,  at  my  request. 

I  desire  to  record  an  expression  of  our  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  kind  assistance  rendered  by  Mrs. 
Wood,  of  Edenton;  Mrs.  Guion,  of  New  Bern,  and 
Miss  Rodman,  of  Washington,  and  also  by  Rev.  R. 
B.  Drane  and  Rev.  B.  F.  Huske,  whose  co-operation 
enabled  us  to  place  before  Mr.  Jones  the  beautiful 
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church  silver,  for  which  Edenton  and  New  Bern  are 
so  celebrated,  with  which  Mr.  Jones  was  particu- 
larly pleased. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  under  the  wise  admin- 
istration of  my  gifted  predecessor,  Mrs.  Gaston 
Meares,  County  Committees  of  research  were  form- 
ed throughout  the  State,  composed  of  four  or  more 
resident  Dames  in  a  county.  In  order  to  establish 
a  closer  community  of  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Central  iSociety  necessarily  in  Wilmington,  I  en- 
deavored to  extend  the  usefulness  of  my  predeces- 
sor's arrangement  by  supplying  to  the  several 
County  Committees  regularly,  typewritten  copies 
of  the  minutes  of  the  monthly  meetings,  which  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  past  five  years.  This 
I  believe  has  united  the  Dames  in  many  parts  of  the 
State  in  zealous  efforts  for  the  common  cause,  with 
a  degree  of  intelligence  which  could  not  be  other- 
wise obtained  by  those  who  were  unable  to  Ibe 
present  at  the  regular  meetings. 

On  page  12  of  the  Acts  in  Council  of  1908,  we  find, 
under  the  heading  of  "Certificates":  "Each  mem- 
ber, when  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  her  State 
Society,  is  entitled  to  receive  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership, signed  by  the  State  President  and  State 
Secretary  and  bearing  the  Seal  of  the  State  So- 
ciety." 

In  order  to  adhere  to  this  by-law,  in  1909  I  sug- 
gested that  the  North  Carolina  Society  increase  the 
initiation  fee  from  $10.00  to  $15.00,  to  enable  us  to 
provide  each  new  member  entering  the  Society,  a 
National  Certificate,  with  the  names  of  the  Na- 
32 


tional  President,  the  National  Secretary,  the  State 
President  and  the  State  Secretary. 

Our  by-laws  provide  that  the  President  shall 
issue  these  certificates,  which  of  necessity  require 
great  care  in  furnishing  correct  data  to  the  en- 
graver; but  the  gracious  acknowledgements  of  the 
new  members,  upon  the  receipt  of  them,  and  their 
satisfaction  in  possessing  a  document  both  per- 
sonal and  historic,  fully  repays  the  Executive  for 
any  added  responsibility  which  the  issuing  of  them 
may  involve. 

Over  a  year  ago  the  Mecklenburg  County  Com- 
mittee obtained  the  sanction  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  the  (Society  for  assistance,  to  the  amount  of 
$100.00  for  the  erection  of  a  bronze  tablet  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capitol  at  Raleigh,  commemorating 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  May 
20,  1775,  and  the  27  signers  thereof.  Tliis  they  have 
worthily  accomplished,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$600.00,  and  the  tablet  will  be  unveiled  with  elabor- 
ate ceremonies  on  next  Monday,  May  the  20th. 

Having  long  perceived  the  need  of  a  second  sup- 
plement to  our  Official  Register,  which  w^as  com- 
piled in  1900,  and  supplemented  four  (4)  years  later, 
I  have  undertaken,  with  the  help  of  Miss  Jean  D. 
Wood,  to  revise  the  list  of  membership,  which  has 
grown  rapidly  with  increasing  years  and  which  is 
indispensible  for  ready  reference.  This  undertak- 
ing has  employed  two  months  of  constant  work, 
and  it  is  presented  by  me  as  a  token  of  good  will 
and  deep  interest  on  my  retirement  as  your  Execu- 
tive. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  within  the 
province  of  the  compiler  to  make  some  proposed 
changes  or  additions  in  certain  genealogical  lines, 
as  the  routine  mode  of  procedure  is  strictly  laid 
down  in  our  by-laws.  But  efforts  have  been  made 
to  comply  with  requests  which  were  practicable 
in  the  revision  of  the  Register  and  which  would  not 
conflict  with  the  pedigree  papers  already  filed. 

In  1904  wlien  the  supplement  was  published,  there 
were  312  members  registered.  Today  the  number  is 
521. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  felicitate  you  and 
the  fair  Dame  of  your  choice  as  my  successor,  upon 
the  propitious  beginning  of  a  new  term  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  organization.  We  have  seen  in  the  pro- 
digious development  of  mind  and  matter  in  our 
favored  country,  an  awakening  sense  of  obligation 
and  privilege  to  impress  upon  the  young  the  sacred 
obligation  of  honoring  the  memory  of  those  heroic 
ancestors  who  achieved  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
devoted  lives,  the  rich  inheritance  which  we  enjoy. 

We  have  seen  the  careful  preservation  of  manu- 
scripts, traditions,  relics  and  mementos  of  by-gone 
days,  the  restoration  of  important  buildings  con- 
nected with  our  Colonial  history,  and  an  increas- 
ing intelligence  respecting  the  past,  which  has  stim- 
ulated a  spirit  of  true  patriotism  and  genuine  love 
of  country. 

And  now,  may  the  only  wise  God,  in  whom  we 
trust,  direct  your  deliberations  and  make  you  per- 
fect in  every  good  work,  to  do  His  will,  and  may 
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you  always  abound  in  that  charity  whiHi  suffereth 
long  and  is  kind,  which  vaunteth  not  itself,  whicii 
beareth  all  things  and  rejoiceth  in  the  truth,  and 
which  never  f  aileth. 

LUOLA  MUR€HISON  SPRUNT, 

President  N.  C.  Society  Colonial  Dames. 
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NECROLOGY 


Madam  President:— It  is  with  profound  sorrow 
we  read  the  following  list  of  members  of  the  North 
Carolina  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America 
who  have  passed  away  during  the  year.  Surely  the 
Grim  Reaper  has  chosen  of  our  choicest  and  best. 

Mrs.  Wilson  G.  Lamb.  Williamston,  N.  C, 
June,  1911. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Hillman,  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  De- 
cember, 1911. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Raynal,  Statesville,  N.  €..  Decem- 
ber, 1911. 

Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Murchison,  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
January,  1912. 

Mrs.  Harry  D.  Brown,  San  Antonia.  Texas, 
April,  1912. 

Mrs.  Josiah  B.  Solomon,  Henderson,  Kentucky, 
."^ilay,  1912. 

Hon  Alfred  M.  Waddell   (Advisory  Board),  Wil- 

i...igton,  N.  C,  April,  1912. 

"He  gazed  at  the  flowers  with  tearful  eyes. 

He  kissed  their  drooping  leaves; 
It  was  for  the  Lord  of  Paradise 

He  bound  them  in  his  sheaves. 
O,  not  in  cruelty,  not  in  wrath. 

The  Reaper  came  that  day; 
'Twas  an  angel  visited  tlie  green  earth 

And  took  the  flowers  away." 

Respectfully, 

MRS.  W.  CALDER. 
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Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary 


Madam  President  and  Colonial  Dames  of  the  State 
of  North  Caorlina: 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  the  report 
of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  year  ending 
May  loth,  1912. 

A  nmnber  of  delightful  invitations,  official  lists 
and  annual  minutes  have  been  received,  with  sev- 
eral genealogical  registers,  pamphlets  on  historic 
events,  and  a  valuable  book  for  use  in  the  schools 
entitled  "Once  Upon  a  Time  in  Delaware,"  by  Kath- 
erine  Pyle.  Acknowledgements  for  these  with  the 
usual  correspondence  and  announcements  of  ad- 
mission, etc.,  will  make  two  hundred  and  fifty  let- 
ters written  during  the  year.  A  number  of  copies 
of  the  By-laws  have  been  sent  out  and  stationery 
mailed  to  the  Mecklenburg  County  Committee. 
Postage  on  this  with  one  dollar's  expressage  paid 
for  a  package  of  stationery  from  Bailey,  Banks  & 
Biddle  will  make  $5.50  expended  by  this  office  for 
this  year. 

Annual  circular  letters  have  been  received  from 
thirteen  State  Societies:  Arkansas,  California, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ten- 
nessee, Virginia  and  Nebraska. 

While  I  do  not  feel  that  I  should  occupy  the  time 
3f  this  meeting  by  giving  an  account  of  the  great 
imount  of  work  recorded  in  these  letters,  when 
:here  is  another  report  for  me  to  make,  I  would 
ike  to  recommend  that  a  time  be  set  aside  for  them 
;o  be  read  to  this  Society,  and  that  the  County 
Committees  be  notified  that  they  are  here  and  will 
3e  sent  to  them  at  their  request  to  be  read  at  a 
ueeting  for  the  purpose.  A  thoughtful  writer  has 
;aid  that  "in  the  making  of  our  social  world,  as  in 
;he  making  of  everything  else  that  goes  to  consti- 
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tute  America,  we  have  ignored  the  traditions  of  our 
fathers,"  but  the  work  of  these  Colonial  Dames, 
pledged  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  preserve  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  fathers,  as  recorded  in  these  letters 
encourage  us  to  hope  that  as  we  have  bred  and  fos- 
tered an  interest  in  our  Colonial  history  through 
every  channel  of  literature  and  art,  we  can  surely 
hope  that  our  influence  may  be  strong  and  constant 
enough  to  cover  all  the  crudities  caused  by  the  new 
opulence  and  power  of  the  present  with  the  grace, 
courtesy  and  elegant  simplicity  of  the  past. 

Ladies,  I  close  my  term  of  service  for  you  with 
regret.  Any  lack  I  may  have  shown  has  been  a 
fault  of  ability  and  not  of  will.  The  best  I  can 
wish  my  successor  is  that  the  office  may  give  to  her 
the  same  pleasure  and  uniform  kindness  from  her 
associates  that  it  has  given  to  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCES  LATHAM  HARRISS. 

'Corresponding  Secretary. 


Report  of  Assistant  Secretary 


Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

During  tlie  past  year  there  have  been  in  addition 
to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  board,  which  have 
been  held  every  month,  except  July,  August  and 
Beptember,  seven  meetings  summoning  the  entire 
Society  and  two  special  meetings  of  the  Board, 
making  a  total  of  eighteen  for  which  I  have  issued 
notices.  Since  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
on  May  third,  1911,  I  have  mailed  the  following: 
Three  hundred  invitations  for  the  unveiling  of  the 
Tablet  at  Fort  Johnston  May  23rd,  1911,  and  those 
for   the   annual   meeting   and   the   Pilgrimage   for 


1912;  314  blank  ballots  for  the  annual  election,  and 
451  copies  of  the  Annual  Minutes  of  the  Society  for 
1912. 

One  of  the  great  pleasures  of  the  work  was  the 
privilege  of  assisting  the  President  in  collecting 
from  various  members  and  friends  of  the  Society 
some  rare  and  interesting  pieces  of  old  silver  for 
their  inspection  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  London,  an  author- 
ity on  Colonial  and  ecclesiastical  silver. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARRIE  T.  MOORE, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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Report  of  Treasurer 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

First  Prize  Essay $100.00 

Second  Prize  Essay 50.00 

To  Nat.  Treas.  Capitation  Tax  on  802  members 226.50 

N.  C.  Contribution  to  George  Washington  Memorial  Build- 
ing    500.00 

To  Miss  Julia  Robertson,  Chairman  of  Mecklenburg  Tablet  _  100.00 

Typewriting 21.85 

Stamps 43.50 

To  Chairman  Committee  on  Claims 106.00 

24  Nat.  Seals  and  Express 16.59 

To  Bailey,  Banks  &  Biddle  Circular  Letters 25.00 

To  Miss  Lucy  Moore  for  Flowers 15.00 

A.   J.   Robbins,   for  moving  and  placing  boulder  at  Fort 

Johnston 62.50 

To  Mrs  James  Sprunt,  balance  on  Boulder 27.00 

Expenses  of  Delegates  to  Biennial  Council 130.00 

Tiffany  Certificates,  Engrossing  Card  Boxes 50.05 

Jackson  &  Bell,  Printing 105.75 

Initiation  Returned : 15.00 

Bailev,  Banks  &  Biddle,  Invitations  and  Engraving 55.95 

LeGwin,  Printing 3.00 

Incidentals 11. 60 

Total  Disbursements §1,665.29 


RECEIPTS. 

Amount  on  hand  at  last  report,  May,  1911 $624.53 

Initiations 420.00 

Life  Memberships  (2) '    100.00 

Annual  Dues 616.00 

From  sale  of  effects o.OO 

Belated  contribution  to  Foit  Johnston  Fund 1.00 

From  Sale  of  Pedigree  Papers *^-00 

Interest  for  vear 15.40 

Contribution  to  Titanic  Fund ^ 1.00 

From  Chairman  George  Washington  Memorial  Building 153.00 

$1,941.93 
Disbursements   $1,665.29 

Total  Assets S    276.64 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  E.  BAILEY, 
Treasurer. 
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Report  of  the  Registrar 

In  looking-  over  the  reports  of  the  Registrars  for  a 
few  years  it  would  seem  that  the  Society  limited  the 
number  of  new  members  each  year  to  thirty,  as  it  is 
about  that  number  that  have  been  admitted  each 
year  for  several  years. 

I  have  registered  from  May,  1911,  to  May,  1912, 
twenty-six  members.  Of  this  number  eight  mem- 
bers are  from  Associate  States. 

The  Registrar  has  no  resignations,  no  transfers, 
and  no  marriages  to  report  among  its  members  dur- 
ing the  year. 

By  request  of  the  President  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, two  members  have  been  dropped  from  mem- 
bership. 

During  the  year  seventeen  permits  for  Insignia 
tiave  been  issued  and  twenty-five  permits  for  Re- 
cognition Pins. 

With  sorrow  I  report  the  death  of  six  members: 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hillman,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Murchison, 
Mrs.  Harry  Denison  Brown,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Raynal,  Mrs. 
Tosiah  B.  Solomon  and  Mrs.  Wilson  G.  Lamb. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  I  have  been  given 
charge  of  the  Pedigree  Blanks,  from  the  sale  of 
ivhich,  owing  to  the  increased  interest  in  supple- 
mental lines,  have  amounted  to  $17.50.  Of  this 
^9.12  has  been  used  for  various  mailings,  $6.00  has 
been  paid  to  Treasurer  and  $2.38  remains  on  hand. 

NORTH  OAROLINA  MEMBERS. 

Admitted  1911  and  1912. 

No.  493^Mrs.  H,  Lee  Edwards,  Dallas,  Texas. 
No.  494— Mrs.  O.  E.  Weatherly,  Faison,  N.  C. 
No.  496— Mrs.  Jacob  L.  Ludlow,  Winston^Salem, 
N.C. 
No.  497— Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Fowle,  Washington,  N.  C. 
No.  498 — Mrs.  John  C  Engelhard,  Owensboro,  Ky. 
No.  500— Mrs.  J.  R.  Speight,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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No.  501— Mrs.    Wm.   Murdoek   Parsley,    Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 

Xo.  502— Mrs.    Jasper    W.    Stanley,    Wilmington, 

No.  504— Mrs.  Henry  Murphy  McAden,  Charlotte, 
N.  O. 

No.  50-5 — Mrs.  John  Arthur  Henderson,  Charlotte, 
N.  C. 

No.  506— Miss  Nannie   Beatty   Means,   Charlotte, 
N.  C. 

No.  507— Mrs.  W.  M.  Shaw,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

No.  508— Miss  Maude  Madelaine  Kingsbury.  Wil- 
mington, N.  C. 

No.  509— Mrs.  W.  T.  Hines,  Kinston,  N.  C. 

No.  510 — Mrs.  William  L.  Burroughs,  Charlotte, 
N.  C. 

No.  512— Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Hyman,  New  Bern,  N.  C. 

No.  513— Mrs.  Herbert  Everts  Buell,  Macon,  Ga. 

No.  514 — Miss  Elise  Yeamans  Kidder,  Wilmington, 
N.  C. 

No.  517— Mrs.  William  Johnston,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

No.  518— Miss  Marguerite  Ashley  Short,  Wilming- 
ton. N.  C. 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 
Admitted  1911  and  1912. 

No.  495— Miss  Helen  Knox,  Gidding,  Texas. 

No.  499— Mrs.  William  Richard  Wright,  Jackson, 
Miss. 

No.  503— Mrs.  Hickman  Price,   Seattle,  Wash. 

No.  511— Miss   Lucia   Byrd  Moore,   Birmingham, 
Ala. 

No.  515— Mrs.  Hampden  Osborne,  Columbus,  Miss. 

No.  516— Miss  Maud  Emory  Speer,  Vicksburg  ,Miss. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  IREDELL  LATIMER, 

Registrar. 
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Report  of  Historian 


Madam  President  and  Colonial  Dames  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina: 

The  history  of  the  18th  year  of  om*  organization, 
though  uneventful,  is  a  record  of  satisfactory  work 
and  harmonious  progress,  with  ever  increasing  in- 
terest in  the  different  patriotic  objects  to  which  we 
are  pledged. 

Since  the  unveiling  of  the  tablet  at  Fort  Johnston 
la^vt  May,  with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  an  able 
address  by  Dr.  J.  G.  de  Roulhac  Hamilton  of  the 
State  University,  no  further  work  in  that  line  has 
been  undertaken. 

The  bronze  tablet  in  commemoration  of  the  Meck- 
lenburg Declaration  of  Independence  to  be  placed 
in  the  Capitol  at  Raleigh,  will  be  unveiled  on  May 
20th. 

While  we  have  cause  for  congratulation  on  the 
encouraging  outlook  and  prosperous  condition  of 
the  Society,  we  are  called  upon  to  bear  a  heavy  loss 
in  the  resignation  of  our  beloved  President.  By 
her  ability,  her  breadth  of  view,  her  untiring  devo- 
tion to  the  cause,  her  gracious  personality  and  gen- 
erous hospitality,  she  has  carried  us  onward  and 
upv/ard  as  a  society  and  linked  us  to  herself  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  love  and  loyalty.  During  the  six 
years  of  her  administration  the  three  most  notable 
achievements  have  been: 

1st.  The  decision  to  mark  with  granite  boulders 
and  suitable  inscriptions  historic  spots  throughout 
the  State.  Of  these,  by  her  own  efforts,  no  less  than 
seventy-seven,  pertaining  strictly  to  the  Colonial 
period,  have  been  found.  Two,  Russelboro  and  Fort 
Johnston,  have  already  been  rescued  from  o?blivion. 
and  it  is  hoped  this  commendable  work  will  go  on 
until  all  are  preserved. 
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2nd.  The  establishment  of  Prize  Essays  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  for  the  preservation 
of  histoi*y  and  encouragement  of  futm'e  historians. 

3rd.  The  resolution  to  send  out  type-written  min- 
utes of  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society  to  the 
County  Committees,  thereby  increasing  their  inter- 
est and  enthusiasm,  and  so  strengthening  one  of 
the  greatest  supports  for  the  patriotic  cause  dear 
to  our  hearts. 

The  National  Society  has  honored  our  President 
at  different  times  by  appointing  her  a  member  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Historical  Research 
and  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Necrology— her  able 
and  beautiful  reports  on  these  subjects  caliiiig  forth 
high  commendation. 

A  very  interesting  work  done  by  the  National  So- 
ciety has  been  the  preser\'ation  by  photograph  and 
description  of  Ecclesiastical  silver  prior  to  1825. 
Mrs.  Sprunt  was  much  interested  in  adding  to  this 
collection.  Her  report  on  this  subject  was  recog- 
nized as  being  so  complete  that  she  was  requested 
by  Mrs.  Wendell,  the  National  Chairman,  to  read  it 
at  the  last  bi-ennial  meeting  in  Washington. 

Of  these  three  able  reports— on  Historic  Research, 
Necrology  and  Old  Silver — we  feel  justly  proud  that 
our  Board  of  Managers  at  their  last  meeting  resolv- 
ed to  incorporate  them  into  the  minutes  of  1912-'13, 
in  order  to  preserve  them  in  the  archives  of  the 
Society  as  valuable  literature. 

While  we  deplore  Mrs.  Sprunt's  resignation  as  our 
President,  we  can  but  show  our  appreciation  of  her 
by  keeping  ever  before  us  her  high  standard  of  duty, 
fidelity  and  patriotism. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELIZABETH  STONE  STRANGE, 
Historian. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims 


Madam  President,  Ladies: 

During  the  past  year  thirty-one  names  (including 
two  which  will  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers today)  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  mem- 
bers of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames,  the  Pedigree  papers  of  these  new  members 
having  been  examined  and  accepted  by  the  "Com- 
mittee on  Claims."  Fourteen  of  these  ladies  are  res- 
idents of  Tv'^orth  Carolina. 

Last  year  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
the  fact  that  so  many  papers  were  sent  in  for  ex- 
amination without  the  proper  signatures,  and  I 
think  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  this 
respect.  However,  there  are  a  few  other  little  points 
that  I  should  like  to  mention.  The  National  law  re- 
quires that  the  person  whose  services  are  used 
should  be  in  this  country  by  1750;  notwithstanding 
this,  papers  are  often  made  out  stating  that  the 
said  ancestor  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  a 
certain  year,  and  no  other  information  given.  If  the 
genealogist  does  not  happen  to  know  something 
about  his  early  history  she  has  either  to  throw  him 
out  or  write  to  the  party  interested  for  the  desired 
information.  Then,  constantly,  there  are  no  author- 
ities given  for  these  offices,  and  if  the  book  is  men- 
tioned, no  volum^e  or  page  is  given.  How  much 
easier  it  would  be  just  to  state  in  what  book,  vol. 
and  page  it  would  be  found,  and  how  much  unneces- 
sary work  it  would  save  the  Committee. 

Seven  supplemental  papers  have  also  been  exam- 
ined and  turned  over  to  the  Registrar  to  be  filed 
with  the  original  papers.  Besides  these,  there  have 
been  a  number  of  admission  slips. 

When  any  question  of  importance  has  arisen  the 
Chairman  has  discussed  it  fully  and  freely  with  the 
Committee,  and  when  they  could  not  act  upon  it, 
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refeired  it  to  the  "Board."  Any  one  familiar  with 
genealogical  work  fully  realizes  how  easy  it  is  to 
make  mistakes  in  lines  of  descent,  particularly  so 
when  there  are  a  number  of  persons  bearing  the 
same  name,  and  if  either  the  applicant  or  genealog- 
ist detect  such  an  error  it  would  have  to  be  turned 
down,  unless  it  could  be  corrected.  The  law  requires 
that  a  person  should  be  so  absolutely  sure  of  her 
descent  from  the  one  whose  services  she  uses  that 
she  can  make  affidavit  tjefore  a  magistrate  to  the 
fact.  A  committee  may  never  have  a  case  of  this 
kind  to  contend  with,  but  it  is  possible  for  it  to 
happen. 

And  now.  before  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  you,  our 
beloved  President,  who  has  served  us  so  faithfully, 
for  your  kindness  and  consideration  for  me  as  the 
Chairman  of  your  "Committee  on  Claims." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  SUMNER  KINGSBURY, 

Chairman  of  "Committee  on  Claims"  of  the  North 
Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America, 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  George 
Washington  Memorial  Building  Fund 


Madam  President  and  the  North  Carolina  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America: 

In  March,  1911,  the  President  appointed  me  State 
Treasurer  of  the  George  Washington  Memorial 
Building  Fund,  to  solicit  and  receive  moneys  toward 
the  amount  our  Society  was  to  contribute  in  secur- 
ing a  room  in  perpetuity  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Society  in  the  building  to  be  erected  in  the  City  of 
Washington  in  memory  of  George  Washington. 
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A  circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  Colonial  Dame 
belonging  to  the  North  Carolina  Society— five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  in  number— and  in  February  of  this 
year,  a  reminder  was  sent  to  those  who  had  not 
responded.  Replies  have  been  received  from  sixty- 
six  members.  One  hundred  and  flfty-three  dollars 
has  been  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  Sofciety 
towards  the  five  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  given 
by  the  North  Carolina  Dames  from  its  treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ELIZABETH  VanB.  NICHOLS, 
Treasurer  of  the   George  Washmgton  Memorial 
Building  Fund. 


Report  of  Wayne  County  Committee 


Madam  President  and  Ladies: 

In  Fe'bruary,  1912,  the  time  for  change  of  County 
Committee  officers,  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
were  nominated;  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Miller  and  Miss 
Mary  Louise  Crawford.  At  the  March  meeting  these 
officers  were  duly  elected. 

The  retiring  Chairman  was  requested  to  make  the 
report  of  the  past  year.  Then  the  appointment  of 
delegates  to  the  State  Society  was  the  next  busi- 
ness. The  Chairman  (Mrs.  Miller),  Miss  Collier,  Miss 
Crawford  and  Miss  Arrington,  were  to  be  the  del- 
egates. 

During  the  past  ten  years,  or  since  the  Goldsboro 
Circle,  later  the  Wayne  County  Committee  was  es- 
tablished, it  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  have 
been  with  this  Committee.  The  interest  manifested 
in  the  work  during  the  past  two  years  seems  to 
have  been  greater.  At  times  there  seemed  no  enthu- 
siasm, but  I  felt  it  unwise  to  let  it  go,  so  trust  each 
year  more  interest  will  be  shown. 

The  work  was  entirely  new  to  me  when  I  com- 
nenced  as  Chairman,  never  having  been  at  a  meet- 
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iug  of  the  ;State  Society.  Mrs.  Meares,  who  was  then 
President,  gave  me  great  assistance  by  writing  help- 
ful letters. 

Since  Mrs.  (Sprunt  has  been  President  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  have  received  many  courtesies  from 
her  as  well  as  having  been  present  at  several  of  the 
meetings  over  which  she  presided  with  such  ease,  at 
her  homes  in  Wilmington  and  Orton. 

Several  out-of-town  Dames  have  been  asked  to 
meet  with  the  Wayne  County  C^ommittee.  Only  one 
lady,  from  Warsaw,  has  given  us  the  pleasure  of 
having  her  with  us,  and  then  only  at  one  meeting. 

It  would  doubtless  be  impossible  to  meet  with  us 
every  month.  However,  it  would  give  pleasure,  as 
well  as  create  more  interest  to  have  them  at  least 
give  us  an  occasional  visit. 

With  the  new  Chairman  and  Secretary  I  do  hope 
nev/  interest  will  be  manifested.  We  have  no  dues  of 
any  kind.  At  one  time  we  did  have  a  small  amount 
to  defray  expense  of  printing,  postage  and  paper. 

Various  topics  will  be  taken  up  this  coming  year. 
The  next  movement  of  State  interest  is  the  unveil- 
ing of  the  Tablet  in  Raleigh  May  twentieth,  to  the 
signers  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration. 

Mr.  Van  Noppen's  circular  sent  out  regarding  the 
ignorance  of  N.  C.  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of 
America,  was  utterly  absurd,  and  the  only  thing  to 
my  mind,  was  simply  to  ignore  it;  in  no  way  taking 
the  least  notice  of  it. 

We  regretted  not  having  one  of  our  committee  at 
the  unveiling  of  Fort  Johnston  Monument,  this  fort 
beeing  the  oldest  in  point  of  equipment  in  the  State. 

This  committee  as  a  whole  deplores  the  fact  of 
Mrs.  Sprunt  giving  up  the  Presidency,  and  wish  to 
express  our  appreciation  of  all  the  courtesies  receiv- 
ed from  her. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  J.  ARRINGTO^\ 

vSecretary, 

Mary  L.  Crawford. 
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Report  of  Wake  County  Committee 


The  Wake  County  Committee  aesires  to  express 
their  appreciation  that  the  Society  gave  consent  to 
the  Mecklenburg  Committee  to  erect  a  tablet,  to  be 
placed  in  the  rotunda  of  our  State  Capitol,  com- 
memorative of  the  first  Declaration  of  Independence 
made  in  America,  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  by 
its  twenty-seven  signers. 

Not  only  have  you.  Madam  President  and  ladies  of 
the  Board,  thus  given  your  consent,  but  by  this  en- 
dorsement and  with  your  financial  aid,  furthered 
this  most  important  work  to  its  completion;  for 
supplemented  by  additional  gifts  from  patriotic 
friends  and  descendants,  the  Mecklenburg  Commit- 
tee will  unveil  the  tablet  (already  located  in  our 
Capitol  building),  May  20,  1912. 

On  this  notable  day,  which  will  be  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seventh  anniversary  of  this  historic 
event  in  our  State,  we  will  be  glad  to  welcome  all 
the  Dames  who  can  be  present,  for  the  Wake  County 
Committee  has  been  much  interested  in  assisting  our 
friends  of  the  Mecklenburg  Committee. 

It  is  of  historic  interest  to  know  that  of  the  three 
houses  still  standing— birth  homes  of  three  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States— we  own  that  of  Presi- 
dent Andrew  Johnson,  by  the  gift  of  a  patriotic 
American.  Presented  to  us  for  a  Presidential  Mu- 
seum, it  was  moved  to  Pullen  Park,  Raleigh,  and  is 
in  the  City's  care,  where,  in  preserving  it,  we  are 
quietly  doing  some  historic  work.  Copies  of  the 
Stuart  pictures  of  President  and  Mrs.  Washington, 
also  a  collection  of  pictures  of  all  of  our  Nation's 
President's,  and,  additionally,  two  pictures  of  Pres- 
ident Johnson,  one  in  early  manhood,  copied  from 
an  oil  portrait,  the  other  an  engraving  when  he  was 
the  Nation's  chief,  are  among  the  mural  decora- 
tions in  one  room  of  this  quaint  house. 
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The  "corded"  beds  and  "rag"  carpets  and  rugs  and 
olden  time  chairs  entertain— especially  visitors — 
and  they  are  not  a  few;  among  them  people  from 
the  North  and  West. 

We  have  loyal  and  patriotic  members,  but  not  al- 
ways good  attendance  at  om-  nicolings.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  know  that  we  have  resident  Dames  who 
have  recently  entered  the  Society. 

The  V/ake  Committee  unites  in  every  good  wish 
for  the  Society's  continued  success  in  all  of  its  work 
colonial,  historic  and  patriotic  in  all  portions  of 
our  dear  Old  North  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIA  M.  ANDREWS, 
(Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews) 
Chairman  Wake  Co.  Committee. 


Report  of  Mecklenburg  County 
Committee 


In  March,  1911,  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  set  aside  one  hundred  dollars  and 
gave  the  Mecklenburg  County  Committee  permis- 
sion to  solicit  funds  to  place  a  tablet  in  the  rotunda 
of  the  State  Capitol  commemorating  the  Mecklen- 
burg Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  twenty- 
seven  signers.  Committees  were  formed  immedi- 
ately with  Miss  Violet  Alexander  as  Chairman  and 
Miss  Julia  Robertson  as  Treasurer. 

This  morning  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  the 
Society  that  the  tablet  is  in  its  place  ready  to  be 
unveiled.  Miss  Violet  Alexander,  and  Mrs.  H.  A. 
London,  of  Charlotte,  besides  a  number  of  Dames 
and  others  in  Raleigh,  who  were  interested,  have  in- 
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spected  the  tablet  and  pronounced  it  in  every  way 
a  satislaictory  and  commendable  piece  of  work.  It 
is  entirely  paid  for,  and  the  Treasurer  has  money  in 
hand  to  pay  all  other  expenses  incidental  to  the  un- 
dertaking. 

The  ceremony  of  unveiling  will  take  place  at  one 
o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  May  the  twentieth,  in 
the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  in  Raleigh. 

Mecklenburg  County  Committee  extends  to  the 
incoming  President,  Mrs.  Bailey,  its  greetings,  and 
assures  her  of  its  co-operation  and  support,  and  to 
Mrs.  Sprunt  most  heartfelt  appreciation  of  her  long- 
service,  her  interest  in  the  Committee,  her  generosi- 
ty, and  her  hospitality. 

In  March,  1912,  the  Committee  held  its  annual 
election  of  officers.  Miss  Violet  Alexander  was 
made  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Van  Landingham 
(Secretary. 

In  retiring  from  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Meck- 
lenburg County  Committee  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  kindness  and  assistance  which 
I  have  received  from  the  officers  and  Board  of  the 
Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  OGDEN  LIDDELL. 

May  15,  1912.      ____^___ 

Report  of  the  Mecklenburg  Tablet 
Committee 


Mrs.  James  iSprunt, 

President  N.  C.  Society  Colonial  Dames, 
Wilmington,  N.  C 

Madam  President: 

I  wish  to  report  to  the  N.  C.  Society  of  Colonial 
Dames,  regarding  the  work  of  placing  a  tablet  in 
the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  com- 
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memorating-  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, May  20'th,  1775,  and  the  twenty-seven 
signers. 

The  movement  for  such  a  tablet  was  inaugurated 
by  Miss  Violet  Alexander,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Mecklenburg  County  Committee,  March  1911,  and 
was  enthusiastically  received.  A  petition  was  sent 
to  Wilmington  to  the  N.  C.  iSociety  requesting  per- 
mission to  inaugurate  this  work  and  asking  for  the 
co-operation  of  the  N.  C.  Society.  Permission  was 
at  once  heartily  granted  with  a  cordial  endorse- 
ment and  co-operation,  as  evidenced  by  the  Board 
of  Managers  voting  $100.00  towards  the  work  and 
our  generous  and  patriotic  President  sending  her 
personal  check  for  $25.00. 

Miss  Violet  G.  Alexander  was  named  Chairman 
of  the  Mecklenburg  Tablet  Committee  and  em- 
powered to  appoint  committees  and  carry  out  the 
details  of  the  work  to  a  successful  completion. 

A  (Committee  of  ten  Dames  w^as  appointed  from 
the  Mecklenburg  County  Committee,  known  as  "The 
-Special  Committee,"  as  follows: 

Miss  Violet  G.  Alexander,  Chairman;  Miss  Julia 
J.  .Robertson,  Treasurer:  Mesdames  Walter  S.  Lid- 
dell,  G.  C.  Hook,  P.  M.  Brown,  H.  A.  London,  Jr., 
Lucy  A.  Halliburton,  John  Van  Landingham,  James 
A.  Houston,  Miss  Mary  Irwin. 

The  Finance  Committee— Miss  Robertson,  Chair- 
man; Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Halliburton,  Miss  Irwin. 

Committee  on  Design  and  Inscription— Mrs.  Van 
Landingham,  Mrs.  Halliburton,  Miss  Alexander, 
with  Mr.  Charles  C.  Hook,  of  the  well-known  firm 
of  Hook  &  Rogers,  Architects,  of  Charlotte,  JST.  C, 
as  a  Special  Advisory  Committee;  to  this  gentle- 
man the  Committee  is  indebted  for  expert  archi- 
tectural advice,  which  saved  the  committee  from 
serious  blunders  and  assured  the  beauty  of  the  tab- 
let, as  to  correct  proportions,  lettering  and  details 
of  placing. 
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The  Committee  on  Printing — Mrs.  C.  C.  Hook, 
Misses  Robertson  and  Alexander. 

Committee  on  Programme— Miss  Alexander. 

A  committee  of  twenty  Colonial  Dames  was  ap- 
pointed from  the  N.  C.  Society  as  a  "Committee  at 
Large,"  as  follows: 

Mrs.  James  Spnmt,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  Edmond 
L.  Prince,  Wilmington;  Mesdames  Robert  Dalton, 
Greensboro;  H.  A.  London,  Sr.,  Pittsboro;  Julian 
Carr,  Durham;  A.  B.  Andrews,  Raleigh;  H.  H.  Mc- 
Lendon,  Wadesboro;  Frank  iSpruill,  Rocky  Mount; 
John  P.  Allison,  Concord;  Theodore  Davidson, 
Asheville;  O.  H.  Guion,  New  Bern;  Misses  Lida 
Rodman,  Washington;  M.  H.  Hinton,  Raleigh;  Su- 
san Collier,  Goldsboro;  Mrs.  Hubert  Haywood,  Ral- 
eigh; W.  O.  Shannon,  Henderson;  John  A.  Broad- 
foot,  Black  Mountain;  Mrs.  Thomas  Murphy,  Salis- 
bury; Mrs.  George  Goodman,  Mooresville;  Mrs. 
John  Anderson,  Fayetteville. 

The  various  committees  have  worked  with  enthu- 
siasm and  aided  the  Chairman  in  every  particular, 
thus  expediting  the  work  and  securing  its  comple- 
tion within  the  year. 

Special  thanks  are  due  the  Treasurer,  Miss  Julia 
Robertson,  and  the  Finance  Committee  for  their  ex- 
ceptional work.  The  Colonial  Dames  responded 
Biost  generously,  and  mention  must  be  made  and 
thanks  expressed  to  the  Descendants  of  the  twenty- 
seven  signers,  whose  generous  contributions  of  half 
the  total  of  expenses  of  the  tablet  enabled  the 
Committee  to  complete  the  work  with  ease.  To 
Colonial  Dames  and  Descendants  who  so  generously 
and  enthusiastically  supported  this  work  of  the  K 
C.  Society  of  Colonial  Dames,  the  Chairman  would 
give  thanks. 

Permission  to  place  the  tablet  in  the  rotunda  of 
the  Capitol  was  granted  to  the  N.  C.  Society  of 
Colonial  Dames  by  the  N.  C.  Historical  Commis- 
sion, June,  191L 
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Active  work  was  begun  by  the  various  Commit- 
tees in  October,  1911.  The  order  for  the  tablet  was 
given  to  Messrs.  William  Gault  &  Son,  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  in  February,  1912,  the  tablet  to  cost 
$460.00.  set  and  in  place  in  the  Rotunda.  The  de- 
sign and  inscription  to  Ibe  as  follows:  The  tablet 
to  be  of  white  marble  with  bronze  letters,  surround- 
ed by  an  ornamental  bronze  frame  of  pine  needles 
and  "cones,  with  a  hornet's  nest— the  emblem  of 
Mecklenburg  County— surmounting  all.  Tlie  four 
rosettes  at  the  four  corners  to  be  a  replica  of  the 
State  flag,  surrounded  by  pine  needles  and  cones. 
The  size  of  the  tablet,  36  inches  wide  by  48  inches 
high,  not  including  the  hornet's  nest. 

Tlie  inscription  to  be  as  follows: 

In  commemoration 

of 

The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence 

May  20th,  1775, 

and 

The  Twenty  Seven  'Signers. 


Erected  by 
The  North  Carolina  Society 

of 

Colonial  Dames  of  America 

1912. 

The  tablet  was  set  in  place  in  the  Rotunda  of  tl 
Capitol  April  18th.  1912.  The  Chairman  went  1 
Raleigh  to  see  the  work  properly  done  and  a  Coi 
mittee  from  the  K  C.  Historical  Commission  a: 
the  Wake  County  Committee  of  Colonial  Dan: 
met  with  her  and  decided  on  the  location  of  the  ta 
let.    An  expert  workman  was  sent  to  Raleigh  fro 
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Baltimore  By  Messrs.  William  Gault  &  Son  to 
place  the  tablet.  The  tablet  was  set  in  place  satis- 
factorly  and  was  beautiful  in  design  and  execution 
and  accepted  by  the  Charman. 

The  Treasurer  has  paid  for  the  tablet  in  full, 
$460,013,  and  it  will  be  formally  presented  to  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  and  unveiled  on  May  20th, 
1912,  without  debt. 

The  Treasurer  reports  funds  on  hand  to  pay  all 
other  expenses,  such  as  printing-  programs,  stamps 
for  invitations,  ribbon  for  badges  and  decorations 
for  unveiling  and  any  other  incidental  expenses. 

The  N.  C.  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  issued  one 
thousand  invitations  to  the  presentation  and  unveil- 
ing exercises  in  Raleigh  on  May  20th.  The  invitations 
WT^re  the  work  of  Bailey,  Banks  &  Biddle,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  were  unusually  handsome  and  attract- 
iA^e.  Tliey  were  addressed  and  stamped  by  The 
Mecklenburg  County  Committee  and  mailed  from 
the  home  of  the  N.  C.  Socifety  in  Wilmington. 

A  "special  .committee"  from.  Wake  County  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Mrs.  Hubert  Haywood,  Chair- 
man; Mrs.  A.  B.  Andrews,  Mrs.  John  Hinsdale,  Mrs. 
Wm.  J.  Martin,  Mrs.  Armstead  Jones,  Mrs.  Harry 
Loeb  and  Miss  M.  H.  Hinton,  have  arranged  all  the 
details  for  the  unveiling  exercises  in  Raleigh  on 
May  20th.  They  have  given  of  their  time  and 
strength  to  aid  in  every  way  to  make  this  undertak- 
ing a  success,  and  to  them  will  be  largely  due  the 
success  of  the  occasion  of  the  unveiling  in  Raleigh 
on  May  20th.  To  them  the  ChainPian  owes  personal 
thanks  for  many  courtesies  and  kindnesses,  for 
which  she  is  very  grateful. 

TVe  are  indebted  to  Hon.  J.  Bryan  Grimes,  iSecre- 
tary  of  State,  and  Chairman  of  the  N.  C.  Historical 
Commission  for  presiding  over  the  exercises,  and 
to  Hon.  Benehan  Cameron,  of  the  Cincinnati  and 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  for  actmg  as  Chief  Mar- 
shall of  the  occasion. 
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We  are  indebted  to  Adj.  Gen'l  Leinster  and  the 
Third  Regiment  Band,  N.  C.  N.  O.,  for  music,  and  to 
the  Raleigh  High  School  Chorus  for  singing  our 
hymn,  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  at  the  unveiling 
exercises;  to  the  Council  of  State  for  the  use  of  the 
Hall  of  Representatives  on  that  day;  to  a  special 
committee  from  the  patriotic  societies  who  will 
act  as  escort  to  the  Colonial  Dames,  viz:  Col. 
Benehan  Cameron  of  the  Cincinnati;  Mr.  Marshall 
DeLancey  Haywood  of  the  Cincinnati  and  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution;  Dr.  D.  H.  Hill  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  and  Prof.  Alphonsa  Withers  of  the 
Colonial  Wars;  to  thirteen  young  ladies  of  Ral- 
eigh of  Colonial  ilncestry  who  will  act  as  ushers 
on  this  occasion,  viz:  Misses  Mary  Armistead 
Jones,  Mary  Grimes  Cowper,  Daisy  Haywood.  Bet- 
sie  John  Haywood,  Lucy  Moore,  Eugenia  Clark,  Vir- 
ginia Pickell,  Jennie  Proctor,  Katherine  Mackly, 
Pauline  Hill,  Annie  Hill,  Annie  Winston,  Belle 
Cameron,  Lucy  Dortch. 

Five  hundred  programs  were  issued.  They  are 
artistic,  the  covers  being  blue  and  gold,  the  Colonial 
Dame  colors,  and  read  as  follows: 

Pi'esentation  and  Unveiling 

of  the  Tablet  Commemorating 

The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence 

May  20th,  1775 

and 

The  Twenty  (Seven  Signers 

Erected  by 
The  N.  C.  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 

The  Capitol. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  Monday,  May  20th,  1912. 

One  o'clock  P.  M. 
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The  Wake  County  Committee  of  Colonial  Dames 
will  tender  the  visiting  Dames  a  luncheon  at  the 
Yarborough  Hotel  immediately  after  the  exercises, 
and  the  Raleigh  Sons  of  the  Revolution  will  honor 
them  with  a  reception  at  the  Yarborough  Hotel  on 
the  evening  of  May  20th. 

The  Chairman  would  express  her  appreciative 
thanks  to  all  those  who  have  aided  her  in  such  large 
measure  and  with  great  enthusiasm  in  this  patri- 
otic work  of  placing  the  Mecklenburg  Tablet  in  the 
Rotunda  of  the  Capitol  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  To  her 
the  work  has  been  a  pleasure,  though  a  most  "stren- 
uous" one,  but  she  has  esteemed  it  a  privilege  to 
have  been  entrusted  with  it,  and  now,  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  she  informs  the  North  Carolina 
Society  that  the  work  is  complete,  and  presents  to 
them  "The  Mecklenburg  Tablet." 

Cordially  yours, 

VIOLET  GRAHAM  ALEXANDER, 

Chairman  Mecklenburg  Tablet  Committee. 
Charlotte,  N.  C,  May,  1912. 


Report  of  the  Revision  Comniittee 

When  the  revision  of  the  Register  was  contem- 
plated, it  was  seen  from  the  beginning  that  a  better 
arrangement  could  be  found  than  the  rather  cum- 
bersome method  in  use.  After  examining  a  number 
of  the  publications  of  the  various  States,  it  was 
thought  best  to  use  as  a  model  the  Register  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society,  which  for  ready  reference 
and  conciseness  of  information  appealed  to  us  as 
an  excellent  pattern  for  our  own. 

Using  this  new  scheme  made  it  quite  impossible 
to  revise  the  old  Register  as  at  first  contemplated, 
and  the  work  had  to  be  begun  at  the  very  beginning, 
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as  though  no  Register  existed.  Every  Pedigree 
Paper  was  examined  and  compared  with  the  Manu- 
script Register  for  verification;  tnree  copies  were 
made  of  same,  one  to  be  enclosed  in  a  personal  note 
to  be  written  each  member,  one  to  be  sent  the 
Printers  and  one  to  be  retained  for  reference.  The 
diflfi'culties  met  with  in  examining  the  Pedigree 
Papers  were  very  many  and  very  puzzling.  In  many 
cases  handwriting  was  illegible,  the  name  of  the 
applicant  was  spelled  differently  in  different  entries 
and  the  address  indefinite.  After  having  ascertain- 
ed as  nearly  as  possible  the  exact  personal  data  of 
each  Dame,  a  personal  letter  was  sent  enclosing  the 
slip  and  asking  for  corrections.  This  letter  has 
been  referred  to  as  "a  circular  letter,"  but  this  is, 
strictly  speaking,  scarcely  true,  because  in  every  in- 
stance certain  points  had  to  be  borne  in  mind  and 
referred  to  or  omitted  as  the  case  might  be.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  unmarried  Dames  it  was 
desired  to  know  if  the  member  had  married  since 
the  last  Register  had  been  compiled;  in  the  case  of 
members  having  married  after  election  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  explain  that  the  dagger  before  their 
name  indicated  the  same;  the  Dames  who  had  been 
transferred  were  informed  that  the  paragraph  mark 
which  stood  before  their  names  indicated  it.  In- 
quiries had  to  be  made  with  regard  to  the  date  of 
the  death  of  Dames  not  previously  ascertained,  and 
so  it  is  easy  to  understand  that  the  letters,  while 
many  were  alike,  were  individual. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  impression  was  cre- 
ated that  it  was  our  intention  at  this  time  to  give 
the  Dames  an  opportunity  to  add  to  their  Claims. 
The  Revisors  had  no  authority  in  this  matter,  and 
as  is  known  to  the  Society  at  large,  every  addition- 
al claim  made  by  a  Dame  must  be  written  accord- 
ing to  prescribed  form  on  Pedigree  Paper  provided 
by  the  Registrar.  In  the  cases  of  sisters  having 
different  lines  an  effort  was  made  where  the  request 
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was  presented  to  give  each  credit  for  all  her  indi- 
vidual forefathers. 

There  were  518  members  enrolled  when  the  Regis- 
ter went  to  press,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
Resigned  and  Deceased  Members,  every  one  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  approve  her  personal  data. 
Seventeen  letters  were  returned  for  lack  of  suf- 
ficient address.  In  most  cases  they  were  Non-Col- 
onials and  under  no  obligation  to  inform  us  of 
change  of  address  and  have  slipped  out  of  touch 
with  the  Society.  Many  Dames  did  not  reply  at  all 
to  the  letter  and  yet  when  the  type  written  copy 
was  inspected  by  a  Committee  composed  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  and  later  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims  in  order  to  receive  the  O.  K. 
of  the  Society  before  going  to  print,  there  were 
many  names  both  maiden  and  married  which  were 
spelled  wTong,  to  the  certain  knowledge  of  these 
officers,  but  which  had  been  allowed  to  stand  by 
the  Dames  themselves.  The  wrong  spelling  on  the 
part  of  the  Revisor  was  due  to  illegible  handwrit- 
ing and  unfamiliarity  with  the  names  and  not  able 
to  be  avoided. 

In  some  instances  Dames  had  married  and  there 
was  no  record  made  of  it,  and  the  fact  only  acci- 
dentally discovered  after  the  proof  had  gone  to 
press,  which  necessitated  the  resetting  of  the  entire 
type. 

There  were  150  replies  from  out  of  town  members, 
all  most  courteous  and  most  satisfactory,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  exceeding  regret  that  the  many  re- 
quests and  inquiries  could  not  be  met  as  desired, 
but  the  work  was  engaged  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers  one  month  from  the  time  started,  and  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  enter  into  correspondence 
with  those  desiring  information.  Many  Dames  felt 
and  believed  themselves  entitled  to  more  Ancestral 
Claims  than  appeared  on  the  personal  slip,  but  in 
such  cases  when  the  additional  names  of  Ancestors 
were  looked  up  on  the  Pedigree  Papers  to  see  why 
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the  Revisor  had  omitted  them,  it  was  found  that 
while  they  appeared  on  the  list  of  Ancestors  they 
had  not  been  accepted  as  eligibilities  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.  As  one  never  sees  the  Pedigree 
Paper  after  it  is  filed,  they  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing which  Ancestors  are  eligible  and  which  have 
been  thrown  out. 

The  Dames  residing  in  Wilmington  were  most 
kind  in  replying  in  person  or  by  telephone  to  the 
inquiries  made  on  the  slips,  and  the  Registrar, 
Mrs.  William  Latimer,  most  kind  in  supplying  on 
request  Pedigree  Papers,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  Miss  Mary  Kingsbury,  was 
most  helpful  in  assisting  v/ith  the  data  that  could 
not  otherwise  be  confirmed. 

The  actual  work  of  revising  the  Register  occupied 
a  month  working  from  12  to  14  hours  a  day,  and 
after  an  interval  of  two  weeks  during  whicti  time 
the  work  was  begun  by  Edwards  &  Broughton,  the 
material  was  carefully  gone  over  again  and  again, 
Mrs.  Waddell  giving  her  able  advice  on  all  points 
which  came  up  for  discussion,  and  Mrs.  Bailey,  un- 
fortunately out  of  town  during  this  time,  assisted 
in  answering  questions  through  correspondence 
which  were  impossible  to  settle  without  her  aid. 
When  the  proof  began  to  come  there  were  still 
so  many  corrections  to  make  on  our  part  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  three  readings,  although  one 
reading  is  supposed  to  be  sufficient.  Constantly  all 
during  the  time  of  proof  reading  there  were  changes 
to  be  made,  and  in  most  every  case  in  the  data  of 
Dames  who  had  not  replied  to  the  letter  sent  them 
and  whose  personal  data  was  challenged  by  various 
Dames  residing  in  Wilmington  as  to  spelling  of 
names  and  latest  addresses.  At  least  25  letters 
were  written  to  the  publishers  on  various  points 
which  arose  from  time  to  time,  and  eight  telegrams 
were  sent.  In  short,  the  work  required  the  most  ex- 
acting attention  of  the  Revisor  for  ten  weeks. 

60 


The  titles  of  all  Ancestors  were  dropped  in  the 
numerical  list  (following-  the  dignified  plan  of  the 
Massachusetts  Register),  with  the  exception  of  Sir, 
Rev.  and  Governor,  and  no  attempt  made  to  retain 
these  unless  they  were  so  designated  on  the  Pedi- 
gree Paper.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  names 
of  several  deceased  Dames  do  not  appear  upon  our 
Memorial  Pages,  but  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  information  came  too  late  to  be  used. 

An  honest  and  conscientious  effort  has  been  made 
to  make  the  Register  correct  in  every  respect,  and 
the  R^visor  turns  it  over  to  the  Society  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  meet  with  general  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JEAN  DALZIEL  WOOD. 


Report  of  Biennial  Council,  1912 

The  Twelfth  Biennial  Council  of  the  National 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Ameiica  met  in  the 
banquet  hall  of  the  Arlington  Hotel  on  May  1st  at 
10:30  A.  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  William  Ruffin  Cox. 

After  the  Council  had  joined  in  reciting  the  Lord's 
Prayer  the  ceremony  of  presenting  the  flag  of  the 
National  Society  and  that  of  the  Nation  was  h^ld 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Society. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
Miss  Virginia  Miller,  reported  that  all  the  creden- 
tials in  due  form  had  been  recei\eci  fromi  all  dele- 
gates and  alternates  whose  names  had  been  enter- 
ed on  the  Secretary's  roll. 

The  President  stated  that  the  first  order  of  busi- 
ness would  be  the  admission  of  the  Associate  Soci- 
ety of  Wyoming  which  then  took  place  in  due  form. 
After  the  Secretary  called  the  roll.  Article  II  of  the 
Constitution  was  read.  Reports  of  several  commit- 
tees followed,  and  then  the  President  read  her  re- 
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port.  This  was  very  ably  written  and  cliarmingly 
delivered.  The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Assist- 
ant Secretary  followed,  the  portions  of  which  were 
most  interesting  to  the  general  ear  being  those 
bearing  on  the  beautiful  and  touching  tributes  paid 
to  our  Honorary  President,  Mrs.  Howard  Town- 
send,  and  Honorary  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Beverly 
Kenyon,  both  of  whom  had  passed  away  since  the 
former  Council  of  1910. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  you  the  minutes  of 
the  Council  as  they  will  be  printed  and  distributed 
by  the  National  Society;  but  only  a  synopsis  of  the 
proceedings  of  special  interest  to  the  Society  at 
large. 

The  report  of  the  Historian,  Miss  French  of  Iowa, 
who  is  known  and  loved  by  us  all  under  her  nom  de 
plume,  "Octave  Thanet,"  was,  one  might  say,  the 
feature  of  the  Council.  In  her  own  inimitable  and 
charming  way  she  lead  us  w^here  she  would,  from 
grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe."  Miss  French 
took  the  nobly  worded  Preamble  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  National  Society,  and  clause  by  clause 
described  how  faithfully  and  fully  the  corporate 
Societies  had  striven  to  fulfill  their  mission  as  ex- 
pressed in  this  preamble.  It  was  evident  that  Miss 
French  brought  out  the  dignity  and  beauty  of  the 
wording  and  thought  of  this  preface  to  our  Consti- 
tution as  never  before,  because  after  her  report 
there  was  a  general  desire  expressed  by  the  Council 
to  know  who  had  written  it  when  the  Society  had 
been  formed  years  ago.  Later  the  names  of  the 
writers  were  found  to  be  Mrs.  Gillespie  and  Miss 
Mehitabel  Wharton  Zanzicher  of  Pennsylvania, 
After  recording  the  memorials  erected  to  the 
"remembrance  of  this  nation's  glory  in  the  past" 
within  the  last  two  years.  Miss  French  dwelt  long 
and  impressively  on  the  work  effected  "to  encour- 
age in  all  who  come  under  their  influence,  true 
patriotism."  Under  this  head  came  the  work 
among  the  children  of  our  own  Anglo-Saxon  stock, 
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the  multitude  of  little  ones  foreign  born  and  born 
of  foreign  parentage,  and  those  grown  children  of 
pain  and  travail  rushing  by  hordes  into  this  "Melt- 
ing Pot";  to  come  out  what?  That  is  a  terrible 
question  my  friends;  and  one  with  which  this  re- 
port of  our  Historian  indicated  that  the  Corporate 
Societies  in  the  North  and  West  had  -been  and  would 
be  striving  more  and  more  for  a  happy  answer. 

In  our  own  little  sheltered  corner  of  the  world  it 
may  sound  to  some  of  us  like  the  proverbial  cry  of 
"Wolf!";  but  the  emigrant  tide  is  already  turning 
our  way  and  we  will  shortly  have  to  answer  the 
same  question.  This  subject  was  the  key-note  of 
this  Council.  Not  only  in  Miss  French's  report,  but 
in  several  others.  Mention  was  made  several  times 
of  the  use  of  the  dreaded  "red  flag"  by  the  Indus- 
trial Workers  of  the  World.  In  the  last  few  months 
our  own  flag  has  more  than  once  been  called  by  the 
Socialists  a  "dirty  rag."  When  we  consider  that 
the  flag  is  the  symbol  of  law,  order  and  the  Nation 
itself,  is  it  any  wonder  that  these  able,  thoughtful 
women  of  our  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
are  beseeching  its  members  everywhere  to  teach  the 
children  reverence  for  government  and  establishing 
Eimgrants  Aid  Socities  for  helping  and  instructing 
foreigners  in  our  Country's  past  and  present,  and 
striving  to  fit  them  for  the  development  of  our 
future. 

Miss  French  says:  "Democracy  is  not  a  natural 
gift;  but  an  acquired  virtue";  and  she  asks  that  this 
Society  at  large  do  its  full  share  towards  instilling 
this  virtue  into  the  young  everywhere  and  helping 
the  old  to  acquire  it. 

At  Thursday's  sessions  the  motion  of  most  gen- 
eral interest  passed  was  that  limiting  the  term  of 
office  of  National  officers  to  not  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,"  the  motion  being  worded  al- 
most exactly  like  our  own  by-law  of  limitation.  At 
this  session  the  report  of  our  President,  Mrs. 
Sprunt,   on  Necrology  was   read  by  her   and  for 

63 


beauty  and  depth  of  thought  and  expression  it  was 
said  to  be  the  finest  report  ever  presented  by  this 
committee.  Seldom  is  one  privileged  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  a  beautiful  soul  expressed  in  such  a 
beautiful  way. 

During  the  morning  the  Council  received  a  visit 
from  Mrs.  William  Howard  Taft.  The  report  of 
Mrs.  Barrett  Wendell  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
"Pi'eservation  of  Old  Church  Silver,"  was  also  read, 
occupying  the  balance  of  the  day's  session.  The  im- 
portance of  the  work  of  Mr.  Jones  in  his  work  on 
"The  Old  Silver  of  American  Churches,"  w^as  great- 
ly stressed  in  this  report,  and  strongly  advised  that 
all  State  Societies  possess  a  copy.  Fifteen  dollars 
is  not  a  large  sum  for  such  an  important  book  of 
reference. 

At  Friday's  sessions  the  report  on  Historical  Re- 
search, by  Mrs.  Sioussat  of  Maryland,  was  most  in- 
teresting and  the  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Soci- 
ety received  most  gratifying  mention.  Mrs.  Sious- 
sat also  reported  on  the  publication  of  the  Letters 
of  Richard  Henry  Lee,  the  same  to  be  presented  to 
tha  D.  A.  R.  Society. 

Mrs.  Lyster  of  Michigan,  made  a  report  of  the 
work  of  the  Plymouth  Commemoration  Commit- 
tee, which  brought  forth  motions  and  amendments, 
with  amendments  to  the  amendm_ents  until  I  am 
sure  there  was  an  amendment  for  every  Pilgrim 
who  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  if  there  had 
been  a  bump  for  each  amendment  there  would  have 
been  no  Rock  left  to  commemorate.  However,  like 
the  Pilgrims,  we  landed  in  comparative  safety  at 
last  and  Plymouth  will  be  commemorated,  and  of 
the  ways  and  means  we  will  learn  later. 

The  election  of  oflficers  was  held  on  Friday,  also, 
resulting  in  the  following:  For  President,  Mrs. 
William  Ruffin  Cox,  of  Virginia;  for  Vice-Presi- 
dnts,  Mrs.  Joseph  Rucher  Lamar,  of  Georgia;  Mrs. 
Francis  W.  Goddard,  of  Colorado,  and  Mrs.  Elihu 
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Chauncey,  of  New  York;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Miller,  of  Delaware;  Assistant  Secretary,  Mrs.  John 
y.  Taylor,  D.  C;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Cassatt,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Registrar,  Mrs.  Franklin  B.  Dexter, 
of  Connecticut;  Historian,  Mrs.  iSioussat,  of  Mary- 
land. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  of  Civic  League 
work  and  various  publications  for  use  among  emi- 
grants to  assist  in  the  work  of  instructing  them 
for  useful  American  citizenship,  all  of  whch  may  be 
found  in  the  published  minutes  or  this  Council. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  last  session  was  devot- 
ed principally  to  a  reading  of  the  stenographer's 
report  of  the  Council.  Mrs.  John  M.  Holcombe  of 
Connecticut,  made  an  earnest  plea  for  the  interest 
of  all  Colonial  Dames  in  the  Woman's  "Titanic" 
Memorial,  which  received  the  endorsement  of  the 
Council,  and  which  the  following  letter  will  ex- 
plain: 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  30,  1912. 

Dear  Madam: 

The  loss  of  the  steamship  Titanic  has  moved  the 
world  as  few  catastrophes  ever  have  before.  There 
is  scarcely  a  community  in  our  country  which  does 
not  mourn  the  loss  of  some  one;  of  some  relative 
or  friend.  The  feeling  of  glory  and  pride  in  the 
bravery  of  those  who  were  lost  is  universal. 

To  wom^en  especially  must  come  the  sense  of 
thankfulness  that  to  them  has  been  given  the  bear- 
ing of  such  men  as  those  who  showed  they  were  not 
afraid  to  die.  It  has  seemed  to  many  women  most 
appropriate  that  they  should  put  in  lasting  form 
some  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  the  men 
who  so  unhesitatingly  and  gallantly  gave  their  lives 
that  the  women  on  board  might  be  saved.  A  memo- 
rial arch  at  the  capital  of  the  Nation  would  typify 
the  tribute  of  Woman  to  Heroic  Manhood;    and 
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that  all  American  women  may  personally  share  in 
this  National  gift,  subscriptions  of  one  dollar  are 
being-  donated. 

As  a  result  of  an  initial  meeting  held  today,  Mrs. 
John  Hay  accepted  the  Chairmanship  and  I  was 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Committee.  It  was  decided 
to  write  to  women  throughout  the  country  asking 
their  assistance. 

Offices  have  been  donated  in  the  Union  Trust 
Building  of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Edward  J.  Stellwag- 
en,  Chairman  of  the  last  Inaugural  Committee,  and 
President  of  the  Union  Trust  Company,  has  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  as  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

The  first  dollar  contributed  was  from  Mrs.  Taft. 

Will  you  give  a  dollar,  and  will  you  interest  your 
women  friends  and  urge  them  to  take  an  active 
share  in  furthering  this  noble  endeavor?  Our  effort 
is  to  interest  all  women,  rich  and  poor  alike,  in  vis- 
ually perpetuating  for  all  time,  woman's  apprecia- 
tion of  the  loss  of  the  brave  souls  who  went  down 
on  the  Titanic.  It  will  serve  as  a  reminder  and  a 
lesson  to  all  those  who  come  after  us.  The  loss  was 
National,  so  should  the  gift  be  National.  It  should 
be  erected  in  the  Nation's  Capital  as  a  gift  present- 
ed by  American  women  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Hoping  to  hear  that  you  will  join  us  and  interest 
as  many  other  women  as  possible, 

Believe  me, 

Sincerely  yours, 

NATALIE  H.  HAMMOND, 
Secretary. 

All  contributions  will  be  promptly  acknowledged 
by  the  Treasurer. 
After  the  pleasant  formalities  of  receiving  the 
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new  officers  and  the  usual  routine  had  been  accom- 
plished, the  Twelfth  Biennial  Council  came  to  a 
close. 

It  would  he  most  ungrateful,  however,  to  bring 
my  report  to  a  close  without  some  mention  of  the 
many  hospitalities  extended  the  delegates  and  al- 
ternates representing  this  Society  and  all  members 
of  the  Council. 

Mrs.  Cox  received  us  Tuesday  evening;  the  Dames 
resident  in  Washington  entertained  us  at  tea  at  the 
Players'  Club  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  Mrs. 
Lamar  invited  us  for  tea  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
and  the  same  evening  the  District  Dames  received 
us  most  charmingly  at  Ranchers.  Friday  after- 
noon the  President  and  Mrs.  Taft  invited  us  to  meet 
them  at  the  White  House,  at  which  time  the  Vir- 
ginia iSociety  presented  Mrs.  Taft,  for  the  White 
House,  with  a  perfect  copy  of  Stuart's  portrait  of 
Dolly  Madison.  ^Strange  to  say  up  to  this  time  no 
portrait  of  this  most  famous  Mistress  of  the  White 
House  had  ever  hung  upon  its  walls.  After  this 
ceremony  the  District  Dames  conveyed  the  Council 
bodily  in  automobiles  to  the  Cathedral  Close  where 
Mrs.  Walker  introduced  us  to  the  Bishop  of  Wash- 
ington and  entertained  us  most  elaborately  at  tea 
in  the  drawing  room  of  the  Cathedral  School  for 
Girls. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  a  special  service  was  held 
for  us  in  the  Bethlehem  Chapel  of  this  majestic 
Cathedral  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Church,  which  we 
hope  to  see  completed  in  this  generation,  and  with- 
in whose  walls  it  is  hoped  all  branches  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race,  of  whatever  creed,  may  find  a  home  at 
the  Capital  of  the  Nation  founded  by  the  fathers, 
who,  above  all  else,  came  to  these  shores  to  worship 
without  restrictions,  in  His  name. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PRANCES  LATHAM  HARRISS, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 
May  15th,  1912. 
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Report  on  Necrology 


Submitted  by  Mrs.  James  Sprunt  at  Biennial  Council  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  May,  1912. 


Madam  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Na- 
tional iSociety  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America: 

" Death's  truer  name 

Is  'Onward,' — no  discordance  in  the  roll 
And  march  of  that  Eternal  Harmony 

Whereto  the  worlds  beat  time." 

And  when  we  put  ourselves  in  sympathy  with  the 
eternal  and  invisible  and  attune  our  hearts  to  the 
triumphant  slogan  song  of  those  who  have  been 
advanced — whose  splendid  efforts  have  brought 
them  at  last  to  the  summit  of  the  Great  Divide 
where  the  eye  sees  the  world  as  a  training  school 
full  of  irksome  tasks,  of  petty  details,  of  humiliat- 
ing defeats  among  far  too  few  triumphs,  these  lines 
of  Tennyson  express  for  us  the  confidence  of  our 
hope  and  calm  trust  that  those  missed  from  our 
side,  have  been  given  at  last  the  order  to  advance, 
to  use  at  length,  "in  the  full-grown  energies  of 
Heaven,"— the  strength,  the  experience,  the  power 
acquired  in  the  lowlier  earth  life. 

It  behooves  us  then,  "seeing  we  are  compassed 
about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,"  even  the 
spirits  of  those  who  have  nobly  struggled,  and  who 
have  triumphantly  overcome— to  give  our  voices  to 
a  great  Te  Deum,  rendering  all  praise  and  honor  and 
glory  to  Him  who  gave  the  lives,  and  to  the  lives 
the  victory,  to  give  our  abiding  confidence  to 

"That  God  which  ever  lives  and  loves, 
One  God,  one  Law,  one  Element, 
And  one  far-off,  divine  event, 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves." 
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To  those  who  believe  in  God  and  His  immutable 
decrees,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  immortality. 
Faith,  with  unfailing  trust,  looks  ibeyond  the  ques- 
tions of  science  and  believes  that  death  is  not  a 
great  mysterious,  dreadful  gulf,  but  the  beginning 
of  a  life  compared  with  which  there  is  nothing  in 
the  imagination  of  man  to  conceive.  Those  who  live 
under  the  power  of  the  world  to  come,  find  that  the 
hope  which  glows  within  them,  affords  an  abundant 
compensation  for  life's  most  strenuous  labors. 

A  great  thinker,  John  Fiske,  has  said,  "That  sol- 
emn moment  in  which,  for  those  who  have  gone,  be- 
fore, and  for  us  who  are  to  follow,  the  eye  of  sense 
beholds  naught  save  the  ending  of  the  world— the 
entrance  upon  a  black  and  silent  eternity— the  eye 
of  faith  declares  to  be  the  supreme  moment  of  a 
new  birth  for  the  disenthralled  soul,  the  intro- 
duction to  a  new  era  of  life,  compared  with  which 
the  present  one  is  not  worthy  of  the  name.  Who 
can  tell,  but  this  we  call  life,  is  really  death,  from 
which  what  we  call  death  :s  really  an  awakening? 

"From  this  vantage  ground  of  thought  the  human 
soul  comes  to  look  without  dread  upon  the  termina- 
tion of  this  terrestrial  existence.  The  failure  of  the 
bodily  powers,  the  stoppage  of  the  fluttering  pulse, 
the  cold  stillness  upon  the  features  so  lately 
wreathed  in  smiles  of  merriment,  the  breaking  of 
the  ties  of  love,  the  loss  of  all  that  has  given  value 
to  existence,  the  dull  blankness  of  irremediable  sor- 
row—all this  is  seized  upon  by  the  sovereign  imag- 
ination of  man,  and  transformed  into  a  scene  of 
transcending  glory,  such  as  in  all  the  vast  career  of 
the  universe,  is  reserved  for  humanity  alone. 

"In  the  highest  of  creatures,  the  Divine  immi- 
nence has  acquired  sufficient  concentration  and 
steadiness,  to  survive  the  dissolution  of  the  flesh 
and  assert  an  individuality  untrammeled  by  the 
limitations  which,  in  the  present  life,  everywhere 
persistently  surround  it. 
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"Upon  this  view,  death  is  not  a  calamity,  but  a 
boon;  not  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  man,  but 
the  supreme  manifestation  of  his  exceptional  pre- 
rogative as  chief  among  God's  creatures." 

This  is  the  record  gf  our  beloved  dead  since  our 
last  Biennial  Council  of  1910: 

Mrs.  Howard  Townsend,  Honorary  President  of 
the  National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America. 

Mrs.  Beverly  Kennon,  Honorary  Vice-President 
of  the  National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America. 

Mrs.  Howard  Townsend,  Honorary  President  of 
the  National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America,  whose  death  on  April  6,  1912,  terminated 
a  career  singularly  influential  in  all  that  made  for 
the  unity,  welfare  and  progress  of  the  National 
Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  and  a 
source  of  inspiration  during  many  years  to  her 
State  Society.  We  have  lost  in  Mrs.  Townsend  a 
most  wise  and  gifted  officer  whose  character  was  a 
potential  force,  acting  directly  by  virtue  of  her 
presence.  "Half  her  strength  she  put  not  forth," 
and  in  the  Councils  of  the  Society  her  serene  per- 
sonality demonstrated  itself  through  wise  and  just 
ruling,  and  overcame  all  prejudicial  measures,  all 
partial  legislation  by  the  supreme  strength  of  a 
character  that  was  without  self-seeking  and  that 
was  the  very  incarnation  of  truth.  Hers  was  a  life 
rich  in  Christian  virtues;  tolerant,  gracious,  exem- 
plifying those  gentle,  inherent  qualities  which 
should  be  the  sign  and  seal  of  our  claim  to  an  in- 
heritance of  noble  deeds  of  the  past,  and  distin- 
guished services  of  revered  forefathers. 

Mrs.  Britannia  Wellington  Peter  Kennon,  Honor- 
ary Vice-President  of  the  National  Society  of  the 
Colonial  Dames  of  America,  who  has  been  for  many 
years  a  most  interested  member  of  the  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames,  and  has  filled  with  grace  and 
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dignity  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  offices  in  the 
gift  of  the  National  Society.  Her  ripe  experience, 
wise  conservatism  and  ideals  of  integrity  and  honor 
have  contrbuted  largely  to  the  well  being  of  our 
corporate  body  and  have  given  a  stimulus  to  our 
growth  and  development.  In  her  death  our  Society 
has  lost  one  whose  influence  was  felt  in  all  circles 
by  her  charming  grace  and  dignity,  and  the  Church 
one,  who,  during  a  long  life  has  ever  done  justly, 
loved  mercy  and  walked  humbly  with  her  God. 

Pennsylvania  records  the  deaths  of  15  members. 

Maryland  records  the  death  of  13  members,  among 
them: 

Mrs.  Eugene  Blackford,  one  of  the  Founders  of 
the  Maryland  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

Mrs.  Frederick  von  Kapff,  an  Incorporator  and 
Founder  of  the  Maryland  Society,  its  first  Presi- 
dent, and  elected  unanimously  18  times  to  the  office. 

Mrs.  Richard  Bayard,  a  Founder  and  Incorpor- 
ator of  the  Maryland  Society. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Manigault  Morris,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Maryland  Society. 

Mrs.  J.  Pembroke  Thom,  former  Vice-President  of 
the  Maryland  iSociety. 

New  Jersey  mourns  the  loss  of  15  members, 
among  them  Miss  Ellen  Mecum,  Historian. 

Delaware  records  the  death  of  four  members, 
among  them  that  of  Miss  Alice  Erwin  Johnston, 
charter  member,  elected  Treasurer  at  the  forming 
of  the  Society.  She  also  served  as  Historian  and 
Registrar,  and  held  the  position  of  Vice-President 
from  1904  until  her  death,  October,  1910. 

Rhode  Island  records  the  death  of  six  members, 
among  them  that  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  J.  Roelker,  form- 
er President  of  the  Rhode  Island  iSociety  of  the 
Colonial  Dames. 

Massachusetts  records  nine  deaths. 
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New  York  records  18  deaths. 

KSouth  Carolina  records  the  death  of  six  members. 

Connecticut  records  the  death  of  11  members, 
among  them  that  of  Miss  Harriet  Wadsworth  Ter- 
ry, Second  President  of  the  Connecticut  Society. 

Miss  Sarah  R.  Dunham,  First  Treasurer,  1893-94. 

Georgia  records  5  deaths. 

New  Hampshire  records  the  deaths  of  seven  mem- 
bers, among  them  that  of  Mrs.  John  Bell  Bonton, 
former  Historian. 

North  Carolina  records  the  deaths  of  eight  mem- 
bers. 

California  records  the  deaths  of  three  members. 

Illinois  records  the  deatli  of  one  member. 

Michigan  records  the  deaths  of  three  members. 

Minnesota  records  the  deaths  of  three  members. 

Iowa  records  the  death  of  one  member. 

Ohio  records  the  deaths  of  seven  members,  among 
them  that  of  Mrs.  William  P.  Hulbert,  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  in  1905,  and  Mrs.  Frederick 
Bruckhardt,  Historian  of  the  Society,  1907-1909. 

Colorado  records  the  deaths  of  seven  members. 

Maine  records  the  deaths  of  three  members. 

Missouri  records  the  death  of  one  member. 

Wisconsin  records  the  death  of  two  members, 
one,  that  of  Mrs.  Edgar  P.  Sawyer,  a  charter  mem- 
)ber  and  former  Vice-President.    She  died  November 

20,  1910. 

Tennessee  records  the  death  of  one  member. 
Indiana  mourns  the  death  of  one  member. 
Alabama  records  the  deaths  of  two  members. 
Texas  records  the  death  of  one  member. 
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Florida  records  the  death  of  Miss  Ellen  Perry 
(Sampson,  a  charter  member  and  Registrar  from  the 
incorporation  of  the  Society  mitil  her  death. 

Vermont  records  the  deaths  of  two  members. 

West  Virginia  records  the  death  of  Mrs.  William 
E.  Thuslow,  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society  of 
West  Virginia,  1910-1911.    She  died  Dec.  14,  1911. 

Kansas  records  the  death  of  one  member. 

Washington  records  no  deaths. 

LUOLA  MURCHISON  SPRUNT. 


Report  on  Old  Church  Silver 


Wilmington.  K  C,  April  8,  1912. 
My  Dear  Mrs.  Wendell: 

I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report 
on  Old  Church  Silver  in  America— and  I  trust  that 
it  will  furnish  you  with  the  information  you  desire. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  North  Carolina  now 
possesses  so  little  of  this  treasure,  owing  to  the 
depredations  of  war  and  the  consequent  unsettled 
conditions  that  necessarily  followed. 

Mr.  Jones  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  his  visit 
to  North  Carolina  and  was  well  pleased  with  the 
following  collection: 

1.  Silver  chalice  inscribed  "Deo  dedid  Johannes 
Garzia  Presbyter  Eclesiae  Anglicana."  This  chal- 
ice was  used  at  St.  Thomas  Parish,  Bath  Town, 
North  Carolina,  the  first  town  in  the  Province,  in- 
corporated by  Legislative  Act  March  8,  1705.  The 
Parish  of  St.  Thomas  was  formed  under  the  origin- 
al Vestry  Act  of  1701,  but  the  building  was  not 
erected  until  1734;  however,  it  is  the  oldest  surviv- 
ing church  building  in  the  State. 
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Rev.  John  Garzia  was  sent  to  North  Carolina  as 
a  missionary  by  the  (Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  about  1742.  His  resident  Parish  was 
St  .Thomas,  Bath  Town,  but  in  addition  to  this  he 
ministered  to  several  parishes  north  of  Pamlico 
river.  It  is  quite  probable  that  he  took  this  cup 
from  place  to  place  on  his  visitations.  It  is  now  in 
the  possession  and  loving  care  of  St.  Paul's,  Eden- 
ton — one  of  the  churches  under  Mr.  Garzia's  mis- 
sionary supervision— though  how  or  when  the  chal- 
ice was  taken  there  is  unknown. 

The  hall  mark  on  the  Garzia  chalice  shows  that 
it  was  made  in  London  in  1700,  but  the  inscription 
indicates  that  it  was  "given  to  God  by  John  Gar- 
zia," a  minister,  in  1742. 

2.  Silver  communion  service  given  to  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Edenton,  N.  C,  by  Colonel  Edward  Moseley, 
a  member  of  the  vestry  in  1708,  and  at  all  times  a 
zealous  and  generous  churchman;  he  was  also  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  in  the  Province.  This  service  is 
composed  of  one  chalice,  and  an  alms  basin,  inscrib- 
ed with  name  and  date,  1725,  The  antique  tankard 
used  with  this  service  as  a  flagon  was  presented  to 
St.  Paul's  church  by  Mrs.  Mary  Granby  in  1833. 

3.  Communion  service  presented  to  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  Craven  Parish,  North  Carolina,  by  King 
George  II  of  England,  about  1752.  It  bears  the  in- 
scription and  royal  arms  on  each  piece.  At  the 
same  time,  or  thereabouts,  a  Bible  and  Prayer  Book 
were  given  to  Christ  Church;  these  highly  prized 
volumes  are  now  in  the  keeping  of  the  State  Mu- 
seum of  History  in  Raleigh. 

The  communion  service  is  composed  of  two  flag- 
ons, one  cup,  two  alms  basins,  and  one  paten.  It  is 
massive  and  very  beautiful  and  has  been  in  con- 
stant use  in  the  holy  sacraments  of  the  Church  since 
its  presentation.  As  far  as  known,  it  has  never  been 
out  of  the  town  of  New  Bern  except  for  four  years 
of  the  Civil  War,  1861-4,  when  it  was  sent  to  the 
town  of  Fayetteville  for  safe  keeping. 
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4.  A  silver  tankard  used  to  hold  the  sacred  wine 
in  the  celebration  of  the  communion  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Washington,  North  Carolina,  between  the 
years  1820  and  1833,  and  so  used  again  for  a  short 
period  between  1865  and  1870.  It  was  lent  for  this 
purpose  by  its  owner.  Miss  Patsey  Baker  Blount. 
It  is  a  reproduction  of  the  tankards  of  the  time  of 
Charles  I  and  Cromwell;  it  was  made  early  in  the 
18th  Century  by  Samuel  Vernon,  of  New  Port 
Rhode  Island,     (ref.  old  letters  and  hall  marks.) 

5.  Two  chalices  91  inches  high,  4  inches  across  top 
and  31  inches  across  the  base.  The  inscriptions 
are  the  same  on  each,  as  follows:  "For  the  Presby- 
terian Congregations,  in  Cumberland  County,  North 
Carolina,  Under  the  Care  of  The  Rev'ed  John  Mac- 
Leod, April  21st,  1775." 

6.  One  chalice  engraved  "Letter  Kenny  Congrega- 
tion, 1775,  property  of  Duncan  Steele  MacRae, 
Statesville,  N.  C." 

Yours  faithfully, 

LUOLA  MURCHISON  SPRUNT. 


Report  of  Research  Work 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  April  15,  1912. 
Mrs.  Albert  L.  Sioussat, 

Chairman  National  Research  Committee, 
Lake  Roland,  Md. 

Dear  Mrs.  Sioussat: 

In  response  to  your  request  for  information  as  to 
original  research  in  this  State,  with  respect  to  his- 
tory of  the  Colonial  period,  I  am  enabled  by  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  R.  D.  W.  Connor,  Secretary  of  the 
North  Carolina  Historical  Commission,  to  inform 
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you  that  the  principal  work  that  has  been  done  in 
the  county  archives  of  North  Carolina,  is  that  of 
Mr.  J.  R.  B.  Hathaway,  in  the  publication  of  the 
"North  Carolina  Historical  and  Genealogical  Reg- 
ister," a  copy  of  which  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you. 
There  has  been  no  appropriation  made  for  the 
publication  of  a  mass  of  most  interesting  and  val- 
uable material,  which  is  to  be  found  in  tlie  archives 
of  a  number  of  original  counties  in  this  State. 

In  the  Court  House  of  New  Hanover  County  in 
the  city  of  Wilmington,  there  are  thousands  of  in- 
teresting documents,  which  have  lain  in  the  vaults 
since  the  Colonial  Period,  and  occasionally  used  for 
searching  titles  or  other  important  legal  require- 
ments; but  no  appropriation  has  been  made  for  a 
systematic  tabulation  or  index  of  such  m.aterial. 

The  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Com- 
mission has  been  most  interesting,  and  it  is  tlie  plan 
and  purpose  of  this  organization,  if  adequate  sup- 
port is  given  it  by  the  State,  to  undertake  the  work 
of  bringing  to  light  these  important  documents  at 
some  future  time.  Probably  an  appropriation  may 
be  obtained  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Connor  informs  me  that  tiiere  are  three  ex- 
tensive collections  of  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers 
and  other  printed  material,  relating  to  the  history 
of  North  Carolina,  namely  those  of  Dr.  Stephen  B. 
Weeks,  of  the  iState  Library,  and  of  the  library  of 
the  University  of  North  Carolina.  There  are  a 
number  of  other  very  interesting  collections,  partic- 
ularly those  of  Trinity  College,  North  Carolina,  of 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pittman,  Henderson,  N.  C,  of  Mr.  P.  A. 
Sondley,  Asheville.  N.  C,  and  of  Bishop  Cheshire, 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

There  is  also  a  large  collection  of  manuscript  ma- 
terial in  the  archives  of  the  State,  still  untouched; 
also  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  North 
Carolina  there  is  an  immense  collection  of  deeds, 
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wills,  land  grants,  inventories,  etc.,  etc.,  of  Colonial 
days.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Hon.  J.  Bryan  Grimes, 
has  had  for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  a  special 
clerk  at  work  indexing  and  filing  these  documents, 
and  several  thousand  of  them  have  been  made  avail- 
able for  historical  purposes. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Library  has 
recently  issued  a  volume  edited  by  Hon.  J,  Bryan 
Grimes,  Secretary  of  State,  entitled  "Abstract  of 
Wills,  1690-1760,"  being  the  wills  on  file  in  the  ofiice 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  This  volume  contains 
abstracts  of  2,598  wills,  has  670  pages,  and  is  thor- 
oughly indexed.  I  am  sending  you  with  this  re- 
port, a  copy  of  this  interesting  book. 

Also  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Library 
has  in  press  a  volume  of  similar  abstracts  of  inven- 
tories, on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission  has 
been  quite  successful  in  its  efforts  to  collect  manu- 
script material  bearing  upon  the  history  of  North 
Carolina,  and  has  issued  a  number  of  bulletins,  and 
several  volumes. 

I  am  sending  you  a  copy  of  Dr.  Connor's  last  re- 
port, and  also  a  little  folder,  "General  Informa- 
tion," which  will  give  you  a  review  of  the  work  of 
the  Commission;  also  a  copy  of  "James  Sprunt 
Monographs,"  which  are  issued  at  the  University 
and  which  contain  much  interesting  historical  ma- 
terial. This  contains  the  prize  essay,  1911,  of  the 
North  Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America.  I  am  also  sending  a  copy  of  the  North 
Carolina  Booklet,  containing  two  highly  interesting 
papers  of  the  Colonial  Period,  James  Iredell  and 
David  Caldwell.  The  Trinity  College  Historical 
Society  also  publishes  "The  John  Lawson  Mono- 
graphs," a  publication  similar  to  the  above  men- 
tioned. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  awakening  of  local 
interest  and  pride  in  original  research  in  historical 
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data  appertaining-  to  the  Colonial  Period.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  large  mass  of  interesting-  mate- 
rial, which  has  lain  in  the  vaults  of  the  Court  House 
referred  to,  will  soon  be  thoroughly  examined  and 
much  valuable  data  brought  to  light,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  Colonial  Dames  Society. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

LUOLA  M.  SPRUNT. 
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PROGRAM  AT  THE   UNVEILING 

at  Southport,  N.  C,  May  24th,  1911 

OF  THE  TABLET 

Presented  by  the  North  Carolina  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  of  America 

)MMEMORATING  the  SITE  of  FT.  JOHNSTON 

Built  in  1746 


SELECTION 
FORT  CASWELL  BAND. 


PRAYER 
REV.  L.  T.  SINGLETON. 


ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME 
HIS  HONOR,  MAYOR  PRICE  FURPLESS. 


SINGING. 


My  country,  'tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  Land  of  Liberty, 

Of  thee  I  sing: 
Land  where  my  fathers  died! 
Land  of  the  pilgrims'  pride! 
From  every  mountain  side 

Let  freedom  ring! 

Let  music  swell  the  breeze, 
And  ring  from  all  the  trees 

Sweet  freedom's  song: 
Let  mortal  tongues  awake; 
Let  all  tha  tbreathe  partake ; 
Let  rocks  their  silence  bieak. 

The  sound  prolong. 


My  native  coimtry,  thee, 
Land  of  the  noble,  free, 

Thy  name  I  love; 
I  love  thy  rocks  and  rills. 
Thy  woods  and  templed  hills: 
My  heait  with  rapture  thrills 
Like  that  above. 

Our  fathers'  God!  to  Thee, 
Author  of  Uberty, 

To  Thee  we  sing: 
Long  may  our  lands  be  blight 
With  freedom  s  holy  light; 
I'lotect  us  by  Thy  might, 

Great  God,  our  King. 


UNVEILING  OF  TABLET: 

MRS.  WALTER  G.  CURTIS. 
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PRESENTATION  OF  TABLET: 

MRS.  JAMES  SPRUNT 

President  of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 


ADDRESS: 

J.  G.  DE  ROULHAC  HAMILTON,  PH.  D. 

Professor  of  History  University  of  North  Carolina. 

SINGING. 

O,  say,  can  you  see,  by  the  dawn's  early  light, 
What  so  proudly  we  hailed  at  the  twilight's  last  gleaming. 
Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars  thro'  the  perilous  fight, 
O'er  the  ramparts  we  watched,  were  so  gallantly  streaming? 
And  the  rocket's  red  glaie,  the  bombs  bursting  in  the  air, 
Gave  proof  thro'  the  night  that  oui  flag  was  still  there. 

Chorus — O,  say,  does  that  star-spangled  bannei  yet  wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 

On  the  shore  dimly  seen  thio'  the  mists  of  the  deep, 
Where  the  foe's  haughty  hostin  dread  silence  reposes, 
What  is  that  which  the  breeze,  o'er  the  towering  steep. 
As  it  fitfuUy  blows,  half  conceals,  half  discloses? 
Now  it  catches  the  gleam  of  the  morning's  fiist  beam, 
In  full  glory  reflected,  now  shines  on  the  stream: 

Chorus — 'Tis  the  stai -spangled  banner;  O,  long  may  it  wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 

BENEDICTION: 
CHAPLAIN  SPRINGER,  OF  FORT  CASWELL. 

SELECTION: 

FORT  CASWELL  BAND. 
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THE  5ITE  OF  FORT  JOHNSTON 

Address  Delivered   at  5outhport,  N.  C,  May  24th, 

1911,  at  the  Unveiling  of  the  Tablet  Presented 

by  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the 

Colonial  Dames  of  America 


By  J.  G.  De  ROULHAC  HAMILTON,  Ph.  D. 

Professor  of  History,  University  of  North  Carolina 


***fl*'*M**Sl***tt'**ll' 


Madam  President,  Ladies  of  the  North  Carolina 
Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Will  you  let  me  tell  you  first  how  glad  I  am  to 
be  with  you,  to  experience  again  the  familiar  charm 
of  the  Cape  Fear  country,  and  to  accept  once  more 
the  unfailing  hospitality  of  its  people?  Two  years, 
two  happy  years,  of  my  life  were  spent  in  your 
midst  and  the  recollections  of  that  time  will  be 
always  dear  to  me  and  always  full  of  charm. 
Through  the  years  of  absence  there  has  been  an 
ever-present  longing  to  return  and  I  welcome  with 
much  appreciation  the  opportunity  so  cordially  of- 
fored  me  by  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  to  be 
here  with  you  today. 

No  part  of  North  Carolina  has  a  history  so  rich 
with  incident,  so  abounding  in  deeds  worthy  of 
commemoration  as  the  Cape  Fear.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  its  permanent  settlement  it  has  been 
the  home  of  loyal  and  lovely  women  and  of  brave 
and  self-reliant  men,  and  in  it  was  to  be  found  in 

81 


Colonial  days  a  culture  and  refinement  not  common 
in  other  parts  of  the  province.  It  speedily  became 
a  centre  of  intellectual  activity  and  its  men  were 
leaders  of  thought  and  action;  its  women  the 
queens  of  a  refined  and  elegant  hospitality. 

There  was  a  reason  for  this,  apart  from  the  mere 
quality  of  its  people.  Nowhere  else  in  the  province 
did  nature  so  abundantly  reward  labor  and  nowhere 
else  were  to  be  found  the  large  estates,  the  careless 
plenty  so  common  here.  Wealth  and  ease  of  com- 
munication with  England  gave  opportunities  which 
were  rare  elsewhere  in  North  Carolina,  and  the  Cape 
Fear  region  had  a  life  and  a  thought  all  its  own. 
And  yet,  it  was  in  no  sense  alien  to  the  greater 
Carolina.  Its  men  were  animated  by  the  same 
desire  for  free  government;  they  nursed  the  same 
hatred  of  oppression,  or  of  what  they  might  believe 
to  be  oppression;  they  cherished  the  same  ideal  of 
independence  of  thought  and  life;  and  they  exhibit- 
ed the  same  selfless  devotion  to  duty  which  has 
ever  characterized  and,  please  God,  will  always 
characterize  the  people  of  North  Carolina. 

It  is  no  matter  of  wonder  then  that  history  re- 
cords of  these  people  characters  worthy  of  emula- 
tion, deeds  worthy  of  memory;  it  could  not  fail  to 
do  so.  And  it  is  the  patriotic  duty,  the  filial  olbli- 
gation  of  their  descendants  to  perpetuate  them  in 
history.  There  is,  however,  a  sharp  distinction  be- 
tween history  and  written  history,  and  the  obliga- 
tion is  binding  upon  any  people  to  see  that  written 
history  should  not  fail  to  record  all  that  is  worthy 
of  remembrance.  The  question  comes  inevitably, 
Have  we  of  North  Carolina  fulfilled  it?  In  partial 
answer  to  the  question,  I  sometimes  think  that  it 
would  be  a  very  desirable  thing  if  some  combination 
of  Chinese  ancestor  worship  and  Roman  reverence 
for  the  iState  could  be  engrafted  upon  North  Caro- 
lina religion.  In  such  a  case  I  should  gladly  volun- 
teer for  the  missionary  field. 
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iSo  closely  allied  to  the  duty  just  referred  to  as 
to  be  almost  a  part  of  it,  is  the  one  of  preserving 
the  remembrance  of  men,  events,  and  places  by 
means  of  enduring  monuments  which  to  all,  liter- 
ate and  illiterate,  may  bear  eloquent  witness  to  the 
truth  of  the  past  and  increase  in  their  builders  the 
twin  virtues  of  reverence  and  patriotism.  A  race 
with  a  proud  history  can  scarcely  fail  to  be  patri- 
otic, and  to  me  the  chief  value  of  such  memorials, 
apart  from  the  testimony  they  bear  of  a  proud 
duty  proudly  performed,  is  to  be  found  in  the  stim- 
ulus they  give  to  study  of  history.  Monuments  in 
themselves  do  not  give  patriotism  however  noble 
and  great  the  men  and  events  they  record.  Patriot- 
ism comes  from  none  of  these.  Rather  it  makes 
them  and  may  exist  without  them.  It  is  in  the 
heart  and  fibre  of  a  people  and  springs  not  from  ex- 
ternals even  such  as  these.  I  ask  no  better  proof 
than  the  record  of  those  men  in  blue  who  came 
from  the  West,  too  young  and  too  undeveloped  a 
country  to  have  monuments,  and  who,  by  persever- 
ance and  valor  unsurpassed,  saved  the  Union  which 
had  brought  their  States  into  being.  I  need  no 
better  testimony  than  the  story  of  those  men  in 
gray  who,  coming  from  North  Carolina,  had,  many 
of  them,  never  seen  a  monument  save  a  gravestone 
cut  from  the  native  rock,  and  who  nevertheless  have 
given  to  us  our  noblest  example  of  patriotism  and 
our  proudest  heritage. 

It  is  in  pursuance  of  a  patriotic  duty,  therefore, 
that  we  have  come  here  today  to  dedicate  this  mem- 
orial of  our  Colonial  history.  And  let  me  say  here 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  woik  of  the  women  of 
the  State,  our  neglect  of  such  duties  would  be  piti- 
ful indeed.  Every  lover  of  North  Carolina  owes 
them  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  their  untiring  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  our  history  as  well  as  for  their 
unswerving  patriotism,  and  for  it  I  now  desire  to 
pay  to  them  my  tribute  of  praise. 

Fort  Johnston  dates  from  the  War  of  the  Aus- 


trian  Succession,  or  as  it  was  known  in  the  colonies, 
King-  George's  War.  In  tliis  contest  in  which  the 
mother  country  was  engaged  with  both  France  and 
Spain  many  of  the  colonies  took  an  active  part. 
The  Southern  coloniees  were  all  in  an  exposed  con- 
dition and  seemed  in  imminent  danger  of  attack, 
particularly  from  Spain.  Then  it  was  in  1745  that 
the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  after  reciting  that 

"Whereas  from  the  present  War  with  France  and 
iSpain,  there  is  great  Reason  to  fear  that  such  Parts 
of  this  Province  which  are  situated  most  commo- 
dious for  Shipping  to  enter  may  be  invaded  by  the 
Enemy;  And  whereas  the  Entrance  of  Cape  Fear 
Rver,  from  its  known  depth  of  water  and  other 
Conveniences  for  Navigation,  may  tempt  them  to 
such  an  enterprise,  while  it  remains  in  so  naked  and 
defenceless  a  Condition  as  it  now  is;"  "for  the  bet- 
ter securing  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  River  from 
any  Insult  and  Invasion,"  appointed  a  board  of 
commissioners,  consisting  of  Governor  Gabriel 
Johnston,  for  whom  the  fort  was  to  be  named, 
Nathaniel  Rice,  Robert  Halton,  Eleazer  Allen, 
Matthew  Rowan,  Edward  Moseley,  Roger  Moore, 
William  Forbes,  James  Innes,  William  Farris,  John 
Swann,  and  George  Moore,  v/ho  were  charged  with 
the  duty  of  erecting  a  fort  large  enough  to  contain 
twenty  cannon,  and  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  expense  of  construction  by  appropriating  there- 
for the  powder  money  exacted  from  vessels  enter- 
ing the  port.  In  1748,  two  thousand  pounds  were 
appropriated  for  the  work  and  at  various  times 
later  the  amount  was  increased.  The  fort  was  com- 
pleted in  1764  by  William  Dry  and  very  poorly  built 
it  was  too,  for  the  tapia  or  "tahby  work,"  as  it  was 
called,  contained  such  a  large  proportion  of  sand 
that  every  time  a  gun  was  fired  ,part  of  the  parapet 
fell  down.  Governor  Tryon  said  that  it  was  a  dis- 
giace  to  the  ordnance  in  it,  but  he  described  its  sit- 
uation as  admirable  in  every  respect,  and  Josiah 
Quincy,  who  visited  it  in  1773,  said  it  was  delightful. 
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The  fort  entered  into  service  even  before  its  com- 
pletion wlien  it  became  a  quarantine  station  for 
the  port  and  also  the  centre  of  control  of  the  river 
pilots.  Being  charged  with  the  duty  of  assisting- 
vessels  in  distress,  it  became  the  forerunner  of  our 
life-saving  service,  today  a  just  cause  for  national 
■congratulation.  The  cannon  for  the  fort  were  pro- 
vided by  a  gracious  gift  of  His  Majesty,  George  11 
and  the  chief  seaport  of  the  province  was  thus  pro- 
tected from  the  ravages  of  enemies.  There  is  no 
record  of  any  thrilling  history  of  the  fort  during 
the  early  years  of  its  existence.  Doubtless  it  would 
have  repelled  an  enemy  had  one  shown  sufficient 
hardihood  to  appear  before  its  frowning  front. 
But  none  came,  and  we  are  thus  deprived  of  what 
would  certainly  have  been  an  interesting  addition 
to  our  annals. 

In  1754  Governor  Dobbs  visited  the  incomplete 
fort  and  sent  a  description  of  it  to  the  Earl  of  Hal- 
ifax.   The  picture  is  interesting: 

"The  Fort  you  may  observe  is  very  small,  but 
large  enough  to  Defend  the  Lower  Battery  which  is 
made  almost  a  Fleur  de  I'eau  and  is  proposed  to 
contain  14  18-pounders,  12  in  Front  where  the  Ohan- 
nell  is  not  500  yards  wide,  and  2  upon  the  Flank, 
which  will  Command  the  Ships  which  go  up  or  come 
down  the  River:  which  with  16  '9-Pounders  to  be 
mounted  upon  the  curtain  and  the  two  Flanks  and 
faces  of  the  Bastians  which  Front  the  River  and 
the  Channel  going  up  the  River,  we  think  will  be 
Sufficient  for  the  Defense  of  the  River  against  any 
Ships  of  force,  which  can  get  over  the  Bar,  and  30 
■Swivel  Guns  with  Musquetoons  fixed  in  the  Same 
manner  will  be  Sufficient  to  Defend  the  Curtains 
and  Bastions  lying  towards  the  Land.  At  present 
the  Rampart  and  Parapet,  is  faced  only  with 
Strong  Pine  Trees  Cut  into  large  Planks  6  inches 
thick,  Sloping  inwards,  to  support  the  Rampart, 
and  the  parapet  which  is  railed  no  higher  than  the 
guns  without   embrasures;    and  there   are  only  5 
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6-Pounders  and  4  2-Pounders,  old  honey  comb'd 
Ship  guns,  in  the  Fort,  there  is 'a  good  House  built 
in  the  Fort  which  can  contain  an  officer  and  12  or 
14  men  with  Guns  and  Stores;  we  have  given  or- 
ders to  face  the  Curtains  and  two  Bastions  fronting 
the  River,  with  a  Wall  which  is  to  be  made  of  a 
Cement  of  oyster  shells,  lime  and  sand  which  upon 
tryal  here  has  been  found  to  grow  as  hard  as  a 
Rock,  much  stronger  and  more  durable  than  a 
Brick  Wall  and  to  raise  the  Parapet  higher  with 
embrasures  and  to  forfeit  the  Lower  Battery  and 
make  a  Sally  Port  thro'  the  Ctirtain  into  the  Fort, 
the  Cement  Wall  to  be  built  without  the  other  end 
as  it  is  railed  to  take  up  the  timber,  and  near  the 
earth  behind  the  wall.  The  other  Part  of  the  Fort 
may  continue  for  some  time  so  that  we  shall  only 
finish  the  Fosse  and  make  a  Palisade  upon  the 
Counter  Scarp,  as  it  cant  contain  a  Garrison  to 
defend  a  Covered  way  and  therefore  shall  only  make 
a  Glacis,  and  Clear  all  the  Ground  within  Gun  sliot 
of  the  Fort  we  have  also  given  Directions  to  add 
to  the  House  and  make  it  as  big  again  to  Contain 
30  men  with  the  officers  Gunners  &c  and  to  make  a 
Magazine  Bomb  proof  in  one  of  the  Lands  Bas- 
tions, and  to  make  a  Gate  and  Draw  Bridge  and 
sink  a  well  and  if  any  money  remain,  or  a  further 
supply  be  granted  we  shall  finish  the  rest  of  the 
walls  in  the  same  manner." 

This  fort  was  a  most  potent  cause  of  disagree- 
ment between  those  patriotic  governors,  Dobbs  and 
Tryon,  on  the  one  hand,  and  those  equally  patriotic 
but  dissentient  gentlemen  who  composed  the  as- 
semblies of  the  day.  Aids  to  the  fort  were  granted 
very  reluctantly  and  only  under  strong  pressure. 
In  1756  the  king  not  only  furnished  the  fort  with  a 
battery,  but  also  supplied  military  stores  to  the 
value  of  over  three  thousand  pounds.  But  the  As- 
sembly declined  to  grant  the  storekeeper  an  ade- 
quate salary  because  the  power  of  appointment  was 
not  in  their  hands.    So  a  little  later,  they  refused 
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to  listen  to  Governor  Dobbs  when  he  recommended 
a  strong-  garrison,  and  authoried  only  about  half 
the  number  desired,  with  less  provision  for  main- 
tainance  than  he  recommended.  Throughout  the 
Colonial  period  this  was  the  strongest,  and  when 
Governor  Tryon  came,  the  only  fort  in  the  province, 
but  the  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina,  not  only 
never  liked  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  viewed  it  with 
suspicion  and  regarded  it  as  useless.  In  1771  the 
Orange  voters  instructed  Ralph  McNair  and 
Thomas  Hart,  their  delegates  in  the  Assembly,  to 
insist  upon  economy  and  described  Eort  Johnston 
as  "long  having  been  a  Useless  Burthen  upon  an  Ex- 
hausted People."  This  was  scarcely  entirely  a  man- 
ifestation of  the  economy  characteristic  of  North 
Carolinians.  It  was  more.  It  is  very  likely  that  in 
the  fort  they  saw  a  manifestation  of  the  strong 
hand  of  foreign  power;  that  they  dreaded  to  build 
up  at  their  very  door  the  instrument  of  their  own 
destruction.  Well  might  Dobbs  and  Tryon  desire 
the  fort  garrisoned  by  British  regulars  who  would 
suppress  the  "rising  spirit  of  Republican  Indepen- 
dency," and  well  it  was  for  North  Carolina  that 
their  superiors  at  home  heard  not  nor  heeded  their 
prophetic  voices.  In  such  an  event  the  history  of 
North  Carolina  might  have  been  very  different,  and 
you  and  I  today,  deprived  of  the  glorious  results  of 
Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  might  be  British  subjects 
instead  of  American  citizens. 

The  first  commander  of  the  fort  was  Captain 
John  Dalrymple.  Of  this  officer,  the  least  said,  the 
better.  General  Braddock,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
him,  gave  him  the  appointment  and  sent  him  to 
Governor  Dobbs.  The  sum  of  one  liundred  pounds 
was  given  him  to  raise  recruits  and  two  sergeants 
were  the  net  result.  General  Braddock  later  wrote 
Governor  Dobbs  that  he  would  not  trust  Dalrymple 
with  a  hog  sty  and  advised  hanging  him  to  the 
first  convenient  tree.  This  is  not  an  unfair  ex- 
ample of  the  English  method  of  making  Colonial 
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appointments  at  that  time.  Dalrymple  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Robert  Howe,  who  received  the  governor's 
commission.  Dalrymple  went  to  England  and  upon 
his  return  was  arrested  by  Governor  Dobbs  and 
thrown  into  prison,  but  upon  appeal  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  he  was  restored  to  command  and  held  it 
until  his  death  at  the  fort  in  1766.  Governor  Tryon 
at  once  recommended  Robert  Howe  for  the  vacancy 
and  placed  him  in  command,  but  Abraham  Collett 
received  the  commission  and  under  Governor  Mar- 
tin took  command  of  the  fort.  The  position  was 
retained  by  him  until  the  downfall  of  the  Royal 
Government. 

Twice  before  1776  was  the  wisdom  of  the  Colonial 
leaders  in  not  strengthening  the  fort  justified. 
When  those  patriots  of  the  Cape  Fear,  under  the 
lead  of  Harnett,  Ashe  and  Waddell  defied  the  gov- 
ernor and  the  armed  power  of  England  and  thereby 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and 
placed  themselves  high  in  our  Roll  of  Honor,  Gov- 
ernor Tryon  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
guns  of  the  fort  spiked  by  Captain  Dalrymple,  lest 
they  be  turned  by  Waddell  and  his  force  against 
the  English  war  vessels  that  lay  in  the  harbor.  The 
garrison  of  the  fort,  consisting  of  Captain  Dalrym- 
ple and  two  men,  then  took  refuge  elsewhere. 

The  second  occasion  was  one  of  even  greater  im- 
portance. On  May  24,  1775,  Governor  Josiah  Martin 
fled  in  haste  and  secrecy  from  New  Bern  and  reach- 
ed Port  Johnston  on  the  second  of  June.  Here  he 
stayed  until  the  eighteenth  of  July.  From  here,  on 
the  sixteenth  of  June,  he  issued  a  proclamation, 
warning  the  people  against  sedition,  condemning 
the  committees  of  safety,  and  threatening  not  only 
confiscation  of  property,  but  also  capital  punish- 
ment. Here,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  his  coun- 
cil, composed  of  James  Hasell,  John  Rutherford, 
Lewis  DeRossett,  William  Dry  and  Thomas  Mc- 
Guire,  met  and  the  following  extracts  from  their 


minutes   and  from  one  of  the  governor's  letters 
gives  a  clear  idea  of  what  was  accomplished: 

"His  Excellency  addressed  the  Council  in  the  fol- 
lowing Terms: 

"Gentlemen  of  His  Majesty's  Honorable  Council: 

"The  seditious  Combinations  that  have  been 
formed,  and  are  still  forming  in  several  parts  of  this 
Colony  and  the  violent  measures  they  pursue  in 
compelling  His  Majesty's  Subjects  by  various  kinds 
of  intimidations,  to  subscribe  Associations,  in- 
consistent with  their  Duty  and  allegiance  to  their 
Sovereign,  The  Obliging  People  to  frequent  meet- 
ings in  Arms,  by  the  usurped  Authority  of  Com- 
mittees, the  recent  Assemblage  of  a  Body  of  armed 
Men,  in  the  town  of  Wilmington  for  the  purpose  of 
awing  His  Majesty's  Loyal  SuT^jects  there  into  sub- 
mission to  the  dictates  of  an  illegal  and  tyranical 
tribunal  erected  there  under  that  name,  and  the 
late  most  treasonable  publication  of  a  Committee 
in  the  County  of  Mecklenburg  explicitly  renouncing 
obedience  to  His  Majesty's  Government  and  all 
lawfull  authority  whatsoever  are  such  audacious 
and  dangerous  proceedings,  and  so  directly  tending 
to  the  dissolution  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Pro- 
vince, That  I  have  thought  it  indispensably  my 
Duty  to  advise  with  you  on  the  measures  proper  to 
be  taken  for  the  maintenance  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  Constitution  of  this  Country,  thus 
flagrantly  insulted  and  violated.  On  my  part  Gen- 
tlemen the  idea  I  have  of  the  sacred  trust  I  hold 
under  the  King,  and  my  sense  of  Duty  to  my  Royal 
Master,  will  suffer  me  to  omit  no  exertion  in  my 
power  that  can  be  conducive  to  these  ends,  and  I 
trust  Gentlemen  that  I  may  expect  from  your  Duty 
to  His  Majesty  and  zeal  for  his  service,  and  the 
good  of  your  country,  not  only  your  best  advice, 
but  your  utmost  influence  in  this  alarming  con- 
juncture to  carry  into  execution  most  effectually 


the  measures  you  may  advise,  for  the  support  of  the 
Rights  of  His  Majesty's  Crown,  for  the  security 
and  welfare  of  the  People,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Province." 

To  which  the  Council  replied: 

"The  unhappy  situation  of  this  Province  renders 
it  impossible  for  His  Excellency  to  take  other  steps 
than  those  he  has  already  taken  to  suppress  the  dis- 
turbances he  so  justly  complains  of." 

Writing  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  under  date  of 
June  30,  1775,  Governor  Martin  said: 

"The  Minutes  of  Council  held  at  this  place  the 
other  day,  will  make  the  impotence  of  Government 
here  as  apparent  to  your  Lordship,  as  anything-  I 
can  set  before  you.  The  Board  have  been  afraid  to 
take  a  becoming  part,  I  firmly  believe  from  appre- 
hensions of  personal  injury  and  insult,  and  accord- 
ingly taken  as  little  notice  as  possible  of  the  mat- 
ters I  submitted  to  their  consideration.  The  situ- 
ation in  which  I  find  myself  at  present  is  indeed 
My  Lord  most  despicable  and  mortifying  to  any 
man  of  greater  feelings  than  a  iStoic.  I  daily  see 
indignantly,  the  iS acred  Majesty  of  my  Royal  Mas- 
ter insulted,  the  Rights  of  His  Crow^n  denied  and 
violated.  His  Government  set  at  naught,  and 
trampled  upon,  his  servants  of  highest  dignity  re- 
viled, traduced,  abused,  the  Rights  of  His  Subjects 
destroyed  by  the  most  arbitrary  usurpations,  and 
the  whole  Constitution  unhinged  and  prostrate,  and 
I  live  alas  ingloriously  only  to  deplore  it." 

In  July  Governor  Martin,  considering  that  only 
about  a  dozen  men  composed  the  garrison,  decided 
that  the  best  policy  was  to  dismount  the  cannon 
and  place  them  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of 
"The  Cruizer,"  then  lying  at  anchor  in  the  harbor. 
He  wrote  Halifax: 
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"Fort  Johnston,  My  Lord,  is  a  most  contemptible 
thing  fit  neither  for  a  place  of  arms,  or  an  asylum 
for  the  friends  of  Government.  On  account  of  the 
weakness  and  smallness  of  it,  it  is  of  little  conse- 
quence, and  the  King's  artillery  which  is  all  that  is 
good  about  it,  will  be  as  well  secured,  under  cover 
of  the  Cruizer's  guns,  at  less  charge,  as  upon  the 
walls  of  that  little  wretched  place." 

The  general  correctness  of  his  statement  is  one  of 
the  most  fortunate  circumstances  of  North  Caro- 
lina Revolutionary  history. 

The  Wilmington  Committee  of  Safety,  already 
influenced  by  the  deep  anger  of  the  people  against 
Captain  Collett,  whose  conduct  even  Governor  Mar- 
tin considered  indefensible,  had,  in  the  meantime, 
decided  upon  the  capture  of  the  fort,  and  on  July 
18th,  the  governoi^  received  from  John  Ashe  a 
notice,  signed  "The  People,"  which  announced  the 
intention  of  the  committee  to  take  possession.  That 
night  he  took  refuge  on  "The  Cruizer,"  and  the 
patriots,  occupying  the  fort,  set  fire  to  the  build- 
ings and  the  next  day  what  remained  of  them  was 
destroyed.  With  this  departure  of  Martin,  royal 
government  in  North  Carolina  ceased.  One  of  the 
purest  and  most  gifted  sons  of  the  Cape  Fear  has 
said  of  this: 

"Thus  nobly,  upon  the  Cape  Fear,  closed  the  first 
act  of  the  drama.  And  when  the  curtain  rose  again 
George,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king,  was  king  no 
longer;  but  the  Constitution  reigned,  and  the  free 
people  of  North  Carolina  governed  themselves." 

After  the  capture  of  the  fort,  it  was  occupied  by 
patriot  troops  under  Robert  Howe.  Later  in  the 
war  five  British  regiments  encamped  on  the  site, 
but  it  played  no  important  part  during  the  Revolu- 
tion and  the  remainder  of  its  history  can  be  briefly 
told.    At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  the  only  pco- 
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pie  living-  near  the  fort  were  a  few  pilots.  The 
healthfulness  of  the  situation,  however,  interested 
a  number  of  residents  of  Wilmington  and  steps 
were  taken  for  laying  off  a  town.  One,  situated  on 
the  lands  of  Major  John  Walker,  was  incorporated, 
but  disappeared  simultaneously  with  its  incorpora- 
tion. But  in  1792,  an  act  of  Assembly  set  up  the 
to^Ti  of  Smithville,  naming  it  in  honor  of  that 
patriot  and  philanthropist,  Benjamin  Smith,  who 
afterwards  became  governor  of  North  Carolina. 
And  iSmithville  it  remained,  a  good  North  Carolina 
name,  preserving  in  our  nomenclature,  the  memory 
of  that  public  benefactor,  until  a  few  years  since, 
when  this  monument  of  the  past  was  destroyed 
and  the  name  of  Southport  substituted.  I  trust 
that  I  may  live  to  see  the  day  when  iSmithville  shall 
be  restored  to  North  Carolina. 

The  site  of  the  fort  remained  the  property  of 
]^)Orth  Carolina  until  1794  when  it  was  ceded  to  the 
United  iStates  on  the  condition  that  a  fort  should 
be  erected  there  within  three  years.  The  condition 
was  not  fulfilled,  but  the  United  States  continued 
the  work  of  construction  until  1809,  when  it  was 
finally  finished.  Then  the  legislature  re-ceded  the 
site  to  the  United  States  in  whose  possession  it  has 
since  remained. 

In  1825  the  construction  of  Fort  Caswell  was  be- 
gun and  after  its  completion,  Fort  Johnston  was 
of  less  importance,  and  in  1836  the  garrison  was 
withdrawn.  Later,  however,  some  slight  improve- 
ments were  made. 

Once  more  only  did  Fort  Johnston  assume  an  im- 
portant position.  In  1861,  each  fort  was  unoccupied 
save  by  a  quartermaster-sergeant  who  had  charge 
of  the  government  property.  But  there  were  con- 
stant rumors  that  the  War  Department  of  the 
United  States  was  about  to  garrison  them  and  ex- 
citement ran  high  in  Wilmington,  whose  people, 
profoundly  influenced  by  South  Carolina,  were  bent 
on  secession  and  feared  that  the  river  would  be 
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closed  by  Federal  occupation  of  the  forts.  Conse- 
quently, on  January  10;  1861,  a  volunteer  force  from 
Wilmington  quietly  took  possession  of  them  both. 
Governor  Ellis  at  once  ordered  them  restored  to 
the  United  States  and  the  order  was  obeyed  with- 
out protest  and  they  remained  in  the  charge  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  until  April  16,  1861',  when 
they  were  again  taken.  Their  importance  during 
the  war  was  obscured  by  the  glory  of  their  neigh- 
bor, Fort  Fisher,  and  since  the  war  Fort  Johnston 
has  been  entirely  abandoned  for  Fort  Caswell. 

It  remains  then  a  relic  of  the  past.  While  never 
exposed  to  fierce  attack  from  enemies  to  the  peace 
of  North  Carolina,  it  nevertheless  gave  to  the  col- 
ony a  sense  of  security  and  marked  the  growing 
consciousness  on  the  part  of  our  colonial  ancestors 
of  the  importance  of  the  Province  of  North  Caro- 
lina. It  was  the  scene  of  a  calm  and  brave  defiance, 
flung  in  the  teeth  of  England's  power  and  it  is  well 
to  mark  the  spot  and  to  dedicate  here  a  monument 
which  shall  at  the  same  time  forever  commemorate 
the  valor  and  patriotism  of  the  men  of  the  Cape 
Fear. 
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THE  ANNUAL  PILGRIMAGE 

OF 

THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  SOCIETY  OF  THE 

COLONIAL  DAMES  OF  AMERICA 

TO 

ST.  PHILIP'S  CHURCH.  BRUNSWICK 

May  16th,  1912 


'  'Here  they  built  for  Him  a  dwelling. 
Served  Him  here  in  ages  past, 
Fixed  it  for  His  sure  possession. 
Holy  ground,  while  time  shall  last." 


ORDER  OF  EXERCISES 
ROCESSIONAL HYMN  491 

THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 

'SALM  (Antiphonal) 105 

THE  APOSTLE'S  CREED 

PRAYER 

[YMN 196 

BENEDICTION 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS 

By 

MR.  JOHN  J.  BLAIR 

THE  STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER 
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PSALM  105. 

1.  O,  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  call  upon  His  Name.     Tell  the  peo- 

ple what  things  He  hath  done. 

2.  O,  let  youi'  songs  be  of  Him,  and  praise  Him,  and  let  youx  talking  be  of 

all  His  wondrous  works. 

3.  Rejoice  in  His  holy  Name,  let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  seek  the 

Lord. 

4.  See  the  Lord  and  His  strength,  see  His  face  for  evermore. 

5.  Remember  the  marvelous  works  that  He  hath  done.     His  wonders  and 

the  judgments  of  his  mouth. 

6.  He  hath  been  always  mindful  of  His  covenant  and  promise  that  He 

made  to  our  forefathers. 

7.  Saying  unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance. 

8.  When  there  were  but  a  few  of  them  and  they  were  strangers  in  the  land. 

9.  For  why?    He  remembered  His  holy  promise,  and  Abraham  his  servant. 

10.  And  he  brought  forth  his  people  with  joy,  and  His  chosen  with  gladness. 

11.  And  gave  them  the  land  of  the  heathen,  that  they  might  keep  his  sta- 

tutes and  observe  His  laws. 


Glory.  &c.,  &c. 


HYMN  491. 


The  Church's  one  foundation  2  Elect  from  every  nation, 

Is  Jesus  Christ  her  Lord;  Yet  one  o'er  the  earth. 

She  is  His  new  creation  Her  charter  of  salvation, 

By  water  and  the  word:  One  Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Birth; 

From  heaven  he  came  and  sought  her  One  holy  Name  she  blesses. 

To  be  His  Holy  Bride;  Partakes  one  holy  food. 

With  His  own  blood  He  bought  her.  And  to  one  hope  she  presses. 

And  for  her  life  He  died.  With  every  grace  endued. 

HYMN  196. 

Out  fathers'  God!  to  Thee,  2  Bless  Thou  our  native  land! 

Author  of  liberty.  Firm  may  she  ever  stand. 

To  Thee  we  sing:  Through  storm  and  night; 

Long  may  our  land  be  bright  When  the  wild  tempests  rave. 

With  freedom's  holy  light;  Ruler  of  wind  and  wave. 

Protect  us  by  Thy  might,  Do  Thou  our  country  save 

Great  God,  our  King!  By  Thy  great  might. 

3  For  her  our  prayer  shall  rise 
To  God,  above  the  skies; 

On  Him  we  wait; 
Thou  Who  a:t  ever  nigh. 
Guarding  with  watchful  eye, 
To  Thee  aloud  we  cry, 

God  save  the  state! 
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THE  STAR-SPANGLED  BANNER. 

O,  say,  can  you  see,  by  the  dawn's  early  light, 
What  so  proudly  we  hailed  at  the  twilight's  last  gleaming, 
Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars  thro'  the  perilous  fight. 
O'er  the  ramparts  we  watched,  were  so  gallantly  streaming? 
And  the  Rocket's  red  glare,  the  bombs  bursting  in  the  air, 
Gave  proof  thro'  the  night  that  our  flag  was  still  there. 

Chorus  O,  say,  does  that  star-spangled  banner  yet  wave 

O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 

On  the  shore  dimly  seen  thro'  the  mists  of  the  deep. 
Where  the  foe's  haughty  host  in  dread  silence  reposes, 
What  is  that  which  the  breeze,  o'er  the  towering  steep, 
As  it  fitfully  blows,  half  conceals,  half  discloses? 
Now  it  catches  the  gleam  of  the  morning's  first  beam. 
In  full  glory  reflected,  now  shines  on  the  stream. 

Chorus — 'Tis  the  star-spangled  banner;  O,  long  may  it  wavi 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 


O  Thou,  in  Whom  alone  is  found 
The  strength  by  which  our  toil  is  blest, 
Upon  this  consecrated  ground 
Now  bid  Thy  cloud  of  Glory  rest." 
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I  want  to  express  to  the  (Society  of  the  Colonial 
Dames  the  very  great  honor  which  I  feel  has  come 
to  me  in  being  invited  by  your  proper  officers  to 
make  an  address  on  this  day,  which  has  by  observ- 
ance and  association,  become  a  sacred  and  hallowed 
one.  This  occasion  brings  with  it  to  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  an  humble  part  in  the  historical 
awakening  and  activities  which  have  dominated  our 
State  the  past  decade. 

If  there  be  one  who  has  not  been  cognizant  of 
this  awakening,  he  must  also  be  blind  to  all  truths 
of  history  and  relations  of  the  past.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  any  attempts  at  oratory  I  trust  that 
simple  statements  of  facts  concerning  the  deeds  of 
our  forefathers  will  be  deemed  ornate. 

In  this  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  Cape  Fear 
section  I  hope  to  render  some  little  service  by  pre- 
senting a  few  facts  taken  from  reliable  sources  of 
information  rather  than  presenting  my  own  person- 
al views  and  opinions  relative  to  the  characters 
around  which  events  centered  during  the  period  of 
forty-four  years  from  1731-1775'. 
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I  have  selected  for  my  subject  the  Governors  who 
resided  here  on  the  Cape  Fear,  with  a  view  to  the 
formulating  of  a  connected  story  of  their  respec- 
tive administrations,  together  with  a  reference  to 
events  in  the  province  which  are  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  have  any  bearing  upon  its  life. 

The  fact  that  there  were  no  resident  historians 
and  before  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  no  print- 
ing presses,  and  consequently  few  newspapers,  made 
the  record  of  events  as  they  occurred,  practically 
impossible  to  be  rendered,  in  such  a  Avay  as  to  re- 
flect the  true  spirit  and  dominant  characteristic  of 
the  times. 

That  the  settlement  was  maligned  and  villified 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  more  or  less  in  all  con- 
temporaneous correspondence  goes  without  ques- 
tioning. A  British  writer  refers  to  the  colony  as 
"an  asylum  for  fugitives,"  "a  settlement  destitute 
of  the  kindly  influences  of  religion  and  law." 

The  more  this  field  is  explored,  the  more  truth 
will  be  brought  out.  As  those  papers  and  records 
which  we  have,  throw  more  light  on  the  public  and 
political  questions  than  upon  the  social  and  indus- 
trial life  of  the  province,  the  social,  educational, 
and  ecclesiastical  phases  have  been  neglected.  We 
have  relied  for  pictures  of  home  lire  almost  entirely 
upon  prejudiced  writers  from  other  provinces,  who 
seemed  to  have  taken  a  delight  in  bringing  us  into 
public  ridicule  and  treating  us  with  injustice  and 
uniform  disparagement. 

During  the  half  century  extending  over  the  period 
from  the  Lords  Proprietors'  rule  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  five  Governors  appointed  by  the  crown 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  this  province,  and 
each  one  in  turn  for  a  time,  at  least,  made  his  home 
on  the  Cape  Fear. 

The  first  of  these  furnishes  the  subject  for  the 
following  sketch: 
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GEORGE  BURRINGTON. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1731,  Burrington,  who 
had  just  arrived  in  the  colony,  took  the  oath  of 
office  before  the  council  assembled  at  Edenton.  His 
administration  terminating  on  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1734,  when  in  the  same  town  he  received  a  pro- 
clamation that  his  successor,  Gabriel  Johnson,  had 
arrived  at  Brunswick  and  had  there  qualified  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Probably  the  fairest  estimate  of  Burrington  is 
that  given  by  William  Saunders  in  his  prefatory 
notes  to  the  third  volume  of  the  Colonial  Records, 
"Historians  have  fallen  into  grave  errors  in  regard 
to  Gov.  Burrington.  They  go  on  to  state,  but  upon 
what  evidence  is  not  known,  that  he  ended  his  life 
after  rioting  in  his  usual  manner  all  night  in  the 
Bird  Cage  walk  in  the  corner  of  St.  James'  Park 
in  London.  The  impression  being  created  that  his 
disgraceful  death  occurred  soon  after  his  return  to 
London.  The  statement  is  certainly  untrue  in  sev- 
eral material  points.  Precisely  when  ne  returned 
to  England  does  not  appear,  but  Irom  an  entry  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Trade  it  is  shown  that 
he  w^as  there  on  the  10th  of  June,  1735.  Other  en- 
tries and  communications  show  that  he  was  in  fre- 
quent communication  from  that  time  until  Decem- 
ber, 1736,  after  which  no  reference  is  made  to  him. 

That  he  was  a  man  of  violent  temper,  of  a  conten- 
tious disposition,  overbearing  and  domineering  to- 
v/ards  his  subordinates  is  sustained  by  the  histori- 
ical  records  of  the  times  without  question.  It  is 
known  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  appear  before 
the  court  and  that  three  distinct  warrants  for  his 
arrest  had  been  issued.  The  papers,  however,  were 
never  served,  an  entry  having  been  made  on  the 
court  record  that  the  indictment  was  quashed.  It 
is  said  that  he  escaped  from  the  colony  on  a  pre- 
text of  visiting  South  Carolina,  but  sailed  for  Eng- 
land immediately  upon  reaching  Charleston. 
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If  even  a  part  of  what  his  enemies  said  about 
Burrington  be  true  the  wonder  is  that  he  got  away 
from  the  colony  alive.  What  then  in  view  of  all 
the  conflicting  statements  is  the  real  character  of 
Burrington? 

1.  Previously  he  had  been  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince under  the  Lords  Proprietors,  his  reappoint- 
ment serving  as  undoubted  evidence  of  his  ability. 

2.  His  official  papers  are  well  written  and  show 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  meas- 
ures best  adapted  to  promote  its  development. 

.3.  He  is  known  to  have  been  a  scientist  of  consid- 
erable ability  having  made  a  study  of  the  animal 
and  vegetable  life  of  the  Cape  Fear. 

4.  Considerable  attention  was  given  by  him  to 
making  soundings  and  surveying  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors in  the  interest  of  navigation. 

At  this  point  an  extract  from  some  of  his  letters 
can  be  introduced  with  propriety.  "North  Carolina 
was  little  known  or  mentioned  before  I  was  Gov- 
ernor for  the  Proprietors  (1725).  When  I  first  came 
I  found 'the  inhabitants  few  and  poor.  I  took  all 
methods  I  thought  would  induce  people  from  other 
countries  to  settle  themselves  in  this.  Perfecting  a 
settlement  on  the  Cape  Fear  river  cost  me  a  great 
sum  of  money  and  infinite  trouble.  I  endured  the 
first  winter  I  spent  there,  all  the  hardships  that 
could  happen  to  a  man  destitute  of  a  house  to  live 
in;  that  was  above  a  hundred  miles  from  a  neigh- 
bor in  a  pathless  country  and  was  obliged  to  have 
all  provisions  brought  by  sea  at  a  great  expense  to 
support  the  number  of  men  I  carried  there,  paid 
and  maintained  at  my  sole  expense. 

"It  can  hardly  be  imagined  what  pains  I  took 
sounding  the  inlets,  bars  and  rivers  of  this  province 
which  I  performed  no  less  than  four  times.  I  dis- 
covered and  made  known  the  channels  of  the  Cape 
Pear  river  and  Port  Beaufort  and  Topsail  Inlet  be- 
fore unused   and  unknown.     In   attempting   these 

102 


and  other  discoveries  by  land  and  water  I  often  ran 
the  hazard  of  drowning  and  starving;  and  never 
retained  any  other  reward  or  gratification  but  the 
thanks  of  two  assemblies  in  this  country  for  all 
the  pains  I  took  and  the  money  I  expended  in  carry- 
ing on  and  completing  these  enterprises." 

In  the  light  of  history  then  after  taking  an  in- 
ventory of  his  deeds,  Burrington  must  stand  out  as 
a  man  of  ability  but  possessing  grievous  faults  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  disqualify  him  for  the  position 
which  he  occupied. 

One  writer  says  he  was  a  wiser  ruler  than  his 
predecessor,  Everard,  and  possessed  no  more  faults; 
he  was  too,  to  say  the  least,  as  wise  as  his  suc- 
cessor, Gabriel  Johnson,  and  no  more  arbitrary. 
Certain  it  is  too  that  the  province  under  his  ad- 
ministration continued  to  flourish  and  prosper  both 
in  wealth  and  population.  At  that  time  it  is  evident 
that  no  Governor  could  have  carried  out  the  in- 
structions of  the  crown  and  at  the  same  time  have 
kept  peace  with  the  people. 

Colonel  Byrd,  of  Virinia,  in  1731,  wrote  to  him  as 
follows:  "I  think  by  some  samples  I  have  known 
of  North  Carolina  it  will  cost  a  pretty  good  deal  of 
trouble  to  bring  it  into  order.  People  accustomed 
to  live  without  law  or  gospel  will  with  great  reluct- 
ance submit  to  either;  in  the  meantime  I  wish  you 
all  success  in  the  world  in  bringing  the  chaos  into 
form  and  reducing  that  anarchy  into  regular  gov- 
ernment. In  doing  so  you  will  deserve  your  statue 
erected  or  perhaps  what  is  better  to  have  your 
salary  doubled." 

EA^ents. 

1.  Marking  the  boundary  line  between  North  Car- 
olina and  Virginia. 

2.  Laying  out  roads.  Building  bridges  and  estab- 
lishing ferries. 

From  Edenton  to  Wilmington  a  road  was  run 
near  200  miles  with  three  long  ferries  to  cross. 
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GABRIEL  JOHNSTON. 

The  next  administration,  that  of  Gabriel  John- 
ston, extending  over  a  period  of  nearly  20  years,  is 
marked  by  many  incidents  and  events  which  have 
important  and  vital  bearing  upon  the  future  destiny 
of  the  colony.  The  fact  that  Gabriel  Johnston  had 
his  residence  upon  the  Cape  Fear  is  not  generally 
recognized.  His  immediate  place  of  residence  and 
incidents  connected  with  his  life  have  both  been 
obscm^ed  and  sub-ordained  by  matters  of  graver 
importance.  Reference,  however,  to  his  residence 
here  has  been  made  by  Mr.  James  Sprunt,  Col.  A. 
M.  Waddell  and  Mr.  iSamuel  Ashe,  from  whose  his- 
tory the  following  is  an  extract:  "Nearly  all  the 
Councillors  then  resided  on  the  Cape  Fear  and  the 
growing  importance  of  that  region  together  with 
its  fine  navigable  river  led  the  governor  at  first  to 
make  that  his  residence  instead  of  Edenton." 

His  administration  began  in  1734  when  he  took 
the  oath  of  office  at  Old  Brunswick. 

He  has  come  down  to  us  with  the  reputation  of 
having  done  more  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony  than  all  the  other  Colonial  Governors  put 
together.  One  historian  says  he  deserves  the  grati- 
tude of  every  citizen  of  the  State;  another  lauds 
him  as  a  benefactor,  a  paragon  of  learning  and  of 
education;  another  that  he  was  the  ablest  of  all 
the  Colonial  Governors. 

As  a  mark  of  honor  a  noted  fort  and  a  county  in 
the  State  have  borne  his  name.  It  is  equally  true 
that  the  colony  grew  and  thrived  under  his  admin- 
istration. The  records  show  that  he  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  legislature  to  the  importance  of  the 
cause  of  education  and  the  need  of  its  advancement 
in  the  colony.  Education  seems  for  a  long  time  to 
have  been  entirely  neglected,  no  notice  having  been 
taken  of  it  and  no  provision  made  for  it  by  the 
government. 
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It  is  known  that  there  were  many  men  of  ability 
and  learning  in  the  country  who  sent  their  sons 
abroad  to  be  educated,  but  neglected  to  do  any- 
thing for  the  cause  of  learning  at  home. 

Caruthers  briefly  says  of  Johnston:  "He  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  a  literary  man  having  been 
educated  at  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
afterwards  professor  of  languages  in  that  institu- 
tion. He  knew  the  value  of  learning  and  wished  to 
see  it  promoted,  but  when  appropriations  were 
made  for  it,  they  were  either  wasted  or  taken  to 
meet  some  other  demands  of  the  treasury." 

An  incident  in  his  administration  which  can  be 
properly  introduced  here,  is  a  record  of  events 
Avhich  led  up  to  the  removal  of  the  county  seat 
from  Brunswick  to  Wilmington.  The  legislative 
records  show  that  the  discussion  extended  over  a 
long  period  of  time  but  was  finally  accomplished 
during  his  administration.  The  name  V/ilmington 
being  given  to  the  new  seat  of  government  in  honor 
of  his  patron.  Sir  Spencer  Compton,  Earl  of  Wil- 
mington. His  course  in  this  matter,  the  records  of 
the  council  show  to  have  been  harsh  and  arbitrary. 
Having  voted  twice  in  favor  of  the  bill  after  which 
he  declared  it  passed  and  sent  it  to  the  king. 

In  none  of  the  many  papers  he  wrote  during  the 
18  years  of  his  governorship  is  there  anything 
scarcely  by  which  we  may  form  an  estimate  of  the 
population  of  the  province  or  its  material  growth. 
Happily,  Burrington  and  Dobbs  left  us  data  by 
which  its  condition  at  the  beginning  and  the  end 
may  be  known. 

However,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  he  discloses  some  interest  in  the  county's 
industrial  progress  in  the  following  extract,  in 
which  he  condemns  the  methods  of  manufacturing 
tar,  encourages  the  raising  of  hemp,  refers  to  the 
colonists  planting  mulberries  for  raising  of  raw 
silks  and  cultivating  vines  for  the  producing  of 
wines.    He  refers  to  the  making  of  oil  from  the 
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olive  and  from  nuts  and  seeds  which  grow  spon- 
taneously here.  The  collector's  books  show  that 
42  ships  were  loaded  from  the  Cape  Fear  river 
within  12  months.  A  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  reply  to  this  says:  "When  you  mentioned 
the  42  sail  of  ships  that  went  from  Cape  Fear  river 
you  ought  to  have  sent  us  a  more  particular  ac- 
count thereof  as  likewise  what  the  said  ships  were 
loaded  with.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  read  the  ac- 
count you  have  given  us  of  the  people  settled  on  the 
Cape  Fear  river. 

Burrington,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  after  his  re- 
turn to  England  in  1736,  writes:  "Mr.  Manly  in- 
formed me  your  honours  were  inclined  to  know  my 
opinion  concerning  the  port?  of  entry  and  export 
in  North  Carolina.  In  North  Carolina  at  this  time 
there  are  five  collections;  one  on  Cape  Fear  river, 
called  Port  Brunswick,  at  Topsail  Inlet  is  Port 
Beaufort,  on  Pamticough  river,  Port  Bath  Town, 
Roanoke  Port  is  at  the  head  of  Albemarle  Sound, 
and  Currituck  on  the  sea  coasts  or  sounds  neai 
Virginias;  this  last  collection  was  never  settled  or 
fixed  at  any  certain  place.  To  the  collection  of 
Brunswick  belong  a  very  large  district  of  land,  and 
it  will  be  a  place  of  very  great  trade  when  it  be- 
comes well  peopled.  No  other  alteration  is  neces- 
sary in  this  collection  than  appointing  the  collector 
to  reside  nearer  the  moutli  of  the  river  than  the 
place  where  he  now  lives  which  is  more  than  20 
miles  above  the  inlet." 

That  he  was  gratified  with  his  administration 
there  appears  in  an  official  dispatch  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  after  five 
years'  struggle,  he  had  brought  matters  in  this  un- 
happy country  to  a  system  where  disorder  had  be- 
fore reigned  and  placed  it  upon  a  firm  foundation. 
Undoubtedly  during  this  period  of  twenty  years 
the  province  increased  in  population,  wealth  and 
happiness.  At  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  the 
crown  its  population  did  not  exceed  13,000;  it  now 
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was  upwards  of  45,000.  Upon  his  death  in  1752 
Mathew  Rowan,  for  whom  a  county  by  that  name 
remains,  filled  the  office  of  Governor  as  president 
of  the  Council. 

Events. 

1.  A  fort  built  as  a  protection  against  the  Indians 
mounting-  24  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  south  bank  of 
Oape  Fear  and  called  in  honor  of  the  Governor, 
Fort  Johnston. 

2.  A  printing  press  was  imported  into  the  pro- 
vince from  Virginia  by  James  Davis. 

3.  1749— Emigrants  from  Scotland  flocked  to  the 
Cape  Fear. 

4.  1752— September  2nd  was  reckoned  the  14th, 
omitting  eleven  days. 

5.  1738 — A  division  of  the  province  into  three 
counties,  Albemarle,  Bath  and  Clarendon  was  abol- 
ished, the  precincts  now  being  called  counties  with 
a  sheriiT  appointed  for  each. 

6.  1740^England  having  declared  war  against 
Spain  400  men  were  raised  in  the  Colony. 

7.  The  population  of  North  Carolina  at  the  be- 
ginning of  Johnston's  administration  was  near  50,- 
000  in  all  and  at  the  close  about  90,000. 

8.  Records  show  that  emigrants  followed  the 
streams  in  forming  their  settlements,  in  their 
search  for  "bottom  lands." 


ARTHUR  DOBBS. 

The  next  Governor  appointed  by  the  crown  was 
Arthur  Dobbs,  who  arrived  in  New  Bern  in  the 
Fall  of  1754,  and  assumed  control  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  a  man  of  letters 
and  broad  liberal  ideas.  Wheeler  says  he  brought 
as  an  acceptable  oblation  several  pieces  of  cannon 
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and  1,000  firelocks,  a  present  from  the  King-  to  the 
colony. 

His  term  of  office  is  known  to  have  been  one 
marked  by  considerable  contention  and  discord.  A 
minute  recognition  for  royal  prerogatives  on  his 
part  and  an  equal  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
onists on  the  other  afford  sufficient  reason  for  this 
condition.  The  contest  between  himself  and  the 
legislature  being  frequently  on  matters  which  were 
frivolous  and  unimportant. 

For  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  resided  at 
Brunswick,  and  in  the  Old  Town  Creek  settlement. 
Numerous  allusions  were  made  in  his  letters  to  the 
building  of  the  churches  in  Brunswick  and  Wil- 
mington. 

St.  Phillip's  Parish, 

Without  some  extended  reference  to  St.  Phillip's 
Church  and  the  related  ecclesiastical  status  of  the 
colony  during  Burrington  and  Dobbs'  administra- 
tions no  record  would  be  complete. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  April  23, 
1734,  John  LaPierre  writes  from  "New  Hanover 
alias  Cape  Pear."  "I  was  the  first  minister  of  the 
Church  of  England  that  came  to  these  places  to 
preach  which  I  did  during  three  years  and  a  half," 
etc. 

In  a  letter  of  July  7,  1735,  Richard  Marsden  wrote 
to  the  Bishop  of  London:  'T  have  been  at  Cape 
Fear  near  seven  years  and  can  truly  say  that  I  have 
from  my  h^art  and  soul  done  my  utmost  to  pro- 
mote the  glory  of  God." 

On  April  7th,  1760,  during  Dobbs'  term  of  office, 
the  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  "begged  to  recom- 
mend Rev.  John  McDowell  as  a  good  minister  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  has  been  in  this  province 
since  1754,  and  officiated  in  our  neigliboring  Parish 
of  St.  James  until  May,  1757,  and  the  next  year  in 
Brunswick  and  Wilmington,  and  from  that  time  our 
minister  in  this  parish." 
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"We  are  building  a  very  large  brick  church  which 
is  near  done  and  hope  soon  to  have  a  glebe,  but  at 
present  we  are  a  poor  parish,  veary  heavily  taxed 
on  occasion  of  the  present  war  with  the  French  and 
Indians,  therefore  can't  afford  to  give  a  competency 
so  as  to  maintain  him  and  his  young  family  in  a 
decent  manner." 

An  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Mc- 
Dowell in  1760  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  gives  the 
following  information:  "Nothing  can  give  me 
greater  pleasure  than  to  hear  that  my  conduct  is 
approved.  I  have  been  south  as  far  as  the  borders 
of  South  Carolina  assembling  a  great  number  of 
people  from  both  provinces  and  we  were  obliged  to 
assemble  under  the  shady  trees.  I  baptized  one 
day  on  that  visit  32  children  and  adults,  among 
them  five  free  mulattoes." 

"It  is  impossible  for  nie  co  live  here  where  my 
salary  is  so  small  and  everything  so  dear,  I  could 
not  have  continued  so  long  had  I  not  had  some  for- 
tune with  my  wife,  which,  if  I  continue  here  much 
longer  must  go.  I  was  obliged  to  sell  a  slave  last 
year  to  help  us  to  subsist,  though  no  persons  ever 
lived  in  a  more  frugal  manner." 

April  15,  1760— Governor  Dobbs  recommending 
MacDowell,  fixed  in  this  parish.  "I  therefore  join 
with  them  in  these  applications  as  it  is  the  parish 
I  preside  in  and  propose  when  the  church  is  finished, 
which  is  now  roofing  to  be  His  Majesty's  chapel  in 
this  government,  to  which  he  has  been  pleased  to 
give  the  communion  plate,  surplice  and  furniture 
for  the  communion  table  and  pulpit,  Bible  and 
Comm.on  Prayer  Books,  to  have  the  service  per- 
formed with  decency.  I  therefore  hope  the  society 
will  think  it  a  service  of  the  established  church  to 
put  so  deserving  a  clergyman  upon  their  list  of  mis- 
sionaries, as  this  church  will  be  the  largest  and 
most  complete  in  this  province,  and  may  be  an  ex- 
amplar  for  building  other  church.  He  adds:  "A 
hundred  Catawba  warriors  have  returned  to  our 
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town  of  250  they  had  when  they  dispersed  on  ac- 
count of  small-pox." 

April  17,  1760--MacDowell  writes:  ''Here  our 
chapels  are  more  than  thirty  and  some  of  them 
forty  miles  distant  from  the  centre  of  the  parish 
and  we  often  have  to  ride  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
without  seeing  a  house  to  flee  to  for  shelter  from 
a  thunder  shower  which  are  very  severe  and  very 
frequent  here  in  summer  and  other  inclemencies  of 
weather  which  often  shifts  from  one  extreme  to 
another  and  which  is  the  reason  that  people  are  so 
unhealthy  here. 

"It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  can  acquaint 
society  that  my  parishioners  of  Brunswick  have  a 
fine  large  church,  by  far  the  largest  in  the  pro- 
vince, in  great  forwardness — the  brick  work  is  done 
and  a  great  part  of  the  roof  up,  we  hope  to  have  the 
church  covered  and  fit  for  the  purpose  of  Divine 
■Service  this  ensuing  summer,  and  a  parsonage  house 
to  be  actually  built  and  a  glebe  purchased  for  me. 

"His  Excellency,  Governor  DobDs,  will  put  up  a 
pew  for  himself,  and  a  council,  a  pulpit  and  a  read- 
ing desk;  and  will  give  a  carpet  for  Communion 
Table,  and  plate  and  linen  for  Communion  Service, 
and  surplice  for  the  minister."  (His  seventh  year 
of  service.) 

April  16,  1761,  MacDowell  says:  "The  roof  of  the 
new  church  at  Brunswick  is  all  fallen  down  again. 
It  was  struck  with  lightning  last  July  and  after- 
wards a  prodigious  and  immoderate  amount  of 
rain  falling  on  it,  made  it  all  tumble  down;  and 
there  it  lies  just  as  it  fell;  the  chapel  is  a  most 
miserable  old  house,  only  24  by  12,  and  every  shower 
or  blast  of  wind  blow^s  through  it. 

July  5,  1761,  MacDowell  writes:  "I  have  quit 
housekeeping  and  have  betaken  myself  to  a  lodg- 
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ing,  but  still  I  am  not  in  the  least  concerned  for 
myself  for  I  have  learned  in  whatsoever  state  I  am 
therewith  to  be  content." 

Events. 
1761— George  III,  was  proclaimed  King. 


OOLONEL  WILLIAM  TRYON. 

The  administration  of  Gov.  Tryon  being  of  such 
recent  date  that  the  record  of  CA^ents  and  story  of 
his  life  do  not  carry  with  them  the  flavor  of  tra- 
dition and  mystery  which  surround  some  of  the 
others. 

In  the  case  of  Tryon,  too,  we  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  that  the  prejudice  and  ill  feeling  inci- 
dent to  the  turmoil  of  the  times  preceding  the  rev- 
olution has  caused  an  unjust  estimate  to  be  made 
as  to  his  cha^'aeter,  ability  and  efficiency  as  govern- 
or of  the  Province. 

Mr.  Haywood,  in  the  preface  of  his  book  on  Gov- 
ernor Tryon,  makes  the  following  suggestive  ob- 
servation: "Ever  since  I  have  learned  to  rely  more 
on  documentary  evidence  tnan  upon  the  individual 
opinions  of  writers  I  have  been  convinced  that  his- 
tory has  dealt  too  harshly  with  the  memory  of 
Governor  Tryon." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Surry  in 
the  handsome  family  residence  in  the  year  1729. 
Tryon  arrived  in  the  province  at  Cape  Tear  on  Wed- 
nesday, October  lii,  176-:,  and  next  day  waited  on 
Governor  Dobbs,  vrho  had  already  been  appraised 
of  his  coming.  Dobbs  refused  to  relinquish  the  of- 
fice at  once,  which  was  a  bitter  disappointment  to 
Tryon  who  wanted  to  put  into  immediate  effect  the 
policies  which  he  had  outlined. 

Dobbs  requested  that  a  sloop  of  war  be  sent  in 
the  spring  to  convey  him  home.  The  Governor's 
mansion  being  still  in  possession  of  the  present  in- 
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cumbent  in  office,  Tryon  experienced  great  incon- 
venience in  securing  accommodations  for  liimself 
and  the  family  who  accompanied  him. 

As  he  received  no  salary  during  Dohbs'  term  of 
office  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  drav»^ing  on  his 
own  personal  resources.  On  the  27th  of  October, 
1764,  he  took  the  oath  of  office  of  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor in  the  city  of  Wilmington. 

The  venerable  Governor  Dobbs  was  destined  never 
to  leave  North  Carolina,  for  on  Thursday,  the  28th 
of  March  following,  death  brought  relief  to  the 
aged  ruler,  and  when  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
on  the  Town  Creek  Plantation,  there  being  not  a 
clergyman  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Brunswick, 
the  burial  service  had  to  be  conducted  by  a  justice 
of  the  peace. 

iSix  days  later,  on  the  third  of  April,  1765,  the 
oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Tryon  at  a  ses- 
sion of  the  council  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  after 
having  served  five  months  and  six  days  as  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  during  the  life  of  his  predecessor, 
Governor  Dobbs. 

One  of  his  first  official  acts  was  to  arrange  for 
the  establishing  of  a  seat  of  government  at  New 
Bern,  with  the  result  that  the  tov/n  began  to 
prosper. 

The  third  session  of  the  legislature  having  met  on 
the  third  of  May,  after  a  short  enconium  on  his 
predecessor's  administration,  he  advised  the  houses 
to  improve  the  hour  of  tranquility  in  promoting 
the  internal  polity  of  the  province,  making  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations,  namely:  "The  establish- 
ment of  a  clergyman  in  each  parish  whose  salary 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.  That  they 
reflect  upon  the  present  state  of  the  church  that  it 
might  no  longer  suffer  from  so  general  neglect; 
that  provision  be  made  to  enable  the  postmaster 
general  to  establish  a  line  of  post  roads  through 
the  province  of  North  Carolina,  also  a  committee 

112 


appointed  to  contract  for  conveying-  the  mail  from 
Suffolk,  Va,,  to  South  Carolina. 

A  clergy  act  was  passed,  directing  the  church 
wardens  to  provide  a  sufficient  glebe  and  allow  a 
salary  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  to  a  minister  in  each  parish. 

The  most  noteworthy  event  of  this  decade  was 
the  passage  by  Parliament  of  the  notorious  Stamp 
Act,  which  was  endorsed  by  the  King  on  the  22nd  of 
March  of  the  current  year.  General  consternation 
now  pervaded  the  American  provinces  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  South  Carolina.  In  New  York  the  i^ct 
was  printed  under  the  title  of  "The  Folly  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Ruin  of  America."  Meetings  were  held, 
effigies  were  burned,  personal  violence  was  offered 
to  the  King's  representatives  so  that  a  number  of 
them  took  refuge  for  safety  on  board  ship  and  in 
the  armed  fortresses. 

In  January,  1766,  William  Pitt,  afterwards  Lord 
Chatham,  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  Stamp  Act 
be  repealed,  absolutely,  totally  and  Immediately 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  founded  upon  an  erro- 
neous principle. 

At  this  juncture  an  occurrence  of  gravest  import 
is  recorded  and  one  which  ranks  in  importance  with 
the  Boston  ^ea  Party  and  the  Battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. I  refer  to  the  arrival  of  the  sloop  of  war, 
Diligence,  in  the  Cape  Fear  river  having  on  board 
the  stamped  paper  intended  for  use  in  the  Province. 
In  the  city  of  Wilmington  a  strange  scene  is  enact- 
ed. After  Ashe,  of  New  Hanover,  and  Waddell,  of 
Brunswick,  had  marched  with  their  militia  to  the 
town  of  Brunswick  before  w^hich  the  ship  was  an- 
chored, announcing  their  determination  to  resist 
the  landing  of  the  stamps,  a  boat  v/as  taken  from 
her  deck  and  having  fixed  in  it  a  mast  with  a  flag 
hoisted  it  on  a  cart  and  drove  triumphantly 
through  the  streets,  the  inhabitants  all  joining  in 
the  procession.  At  night  the  celebration  was  con- 
tinued by  a  brilliant  illumiination  of  the  town. 
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On  the  next  day  a  great  concourse  of  people  head- 
ed by  Col.  Ashe,  proceeded  to  the  Governor's  house 
demanding  an  audience  with  James  Houston,  who 
had  been  appointed  stamp  master  for  the  province. 
He  was  compelled  to  accompany  them  to  the  mar- 
ket place  follow^ed  by  a  great  concourse  of  people 
and  forced  to  take  his  solemn  oath  not  to  proceed 
with  the  duties  of  his  office,  upon  which  the  people 
gave  three  cheers,  permitting  him  to  return  to  the 
Governor's  mansion. 

An  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  was 
made  to  pacify  the  people  of  Wilmington  with  the 
barbecued  ox  and  a  few  barrels  of  beer.  Their  op- 
position to  the  stamp  act  could  not  be  purchased  in 
this  way,  the  ox  being  thrown  in  the  river  and  the 
beer  spilled  upon  the  ground. 

A  detailed  story  of  the  Pennington  episode  of 
February  21,  1766,  appears  upon  the  Russellboro 
tablet. 

On  the  l'3th  of  June  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
General  Conway,  of  the  British  government,  noti- 
fying the  Governor  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  the  mayor  recorder,  and  al- 
dermen of  Wilmington  presented  an  address  to 
Governor  Tryon  congratulating  him  on  the  repeal 
of  the  stamp  act  and  on  the  happy  prospect  of  the 
union  and  harmony  thereby  established  between  the 
colony  and  the  Mother  Country. 

In  1767  on  the  rise  of  legislature  says  Martin: 
"Governor  Tryon  lost  no  tim.e  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect his  darling  scheme  of  building  a  palace,  having 
exerted  all  his  influence  to  obtain  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  This  measure  was  thought  by  many  to 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  the  series  of  disorders 
and  commotions  which  terminated  in  the  battle  of 
Alamance.  However,  it  afforded  him  an  opportun- 
ity of  leaving  behind  an  elegant  monument  of  his 
taste  in  building  and  giving  the  minister  an  in- 
stance of  his  great  influence.  To  the  plan  of  a 
governor's  house  was  substituted  that  of  a  palace, 
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worthy  of  the  residence  of  a  prince  of  the  blood. 
The  purchase  of  the  ground  and  the  erection  of  the 
foundation,  absorbed  the  sum  which  the  legislature 
had  been  pleased  to  bestow,  which  was  an  ample 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  building-." 

His  battle  with  the  Regulators,  together  with  the 
stormy  and  tragic  scenes  on  its  account,  do  not 
properly  come  within  the  scope  of  his  address.  Worn 
out  by  the  tribulations  of  the  office  and  unable  to 
brave  the  gathering  storm  of  opposition,  the  Gov- 
ernor asks  to  be  relieved  of  his  office.  In  June, 
1771,  while  with  his  troops  at  Hillsborough,  the  in- 
telligence was  received  that  he  had  been  appointed 
Governor  of  New  York.  He  accordingly  left  the 
army  and  proceeded  to  N^ew  Bern  and  thence  to  New 
York. 

On  July  9th,  1771,  he  was  sworn  in  as  Governor, 
which  office  he  held  until  March  22nd,  1780.  Eight 
years  later  he  died  at  the  age  of  58  in  London  and 
was  buried  at  Turkenham. 

Social  Conditions. 

Planters  pride  themselves  upon  being  gentlemen. 
Labor  was  in  the  greatest  demand.  Slavery  Avas  a 
recognized  institution.  The  Cape  Fear  planters  hav- 
ing opportunity  to  buy  them  at  first  hand  from  the 
traders.  It  was  not  an  uncommon  thing-  for  a 
planter  to  own  30,  to  40,000  acres  of  land.  The 
waterways  were  the  chief  modes  of  transportation, 
ships  from  the  old  world  and  sloops  from  New  Eng- 
land and  West  Indies  coming  to  his  very  door. 


JOSIAH  MARTIN 
The  Last  Colonial  Governor. 

The  last  years  of  colonial  rule  under  Governor 
Martin  were  filled  with  incidents  of  thrilling  and 
dramatic  interest,  a  dark  cloud  of  uncertainty  and 
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doubt  seemed  to  hang-  over  the  aestinies  of  our 
country.  We  have  presented  the  unusual  aspect  of 
the  Governor  fleeing  from  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince for  the  sake  of  safety,  his  family  sent  under 
guard  to  N'ew  York  City  and  the  Governor  taking 
refuge  in  a  fortified  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  fever  of  a  general  revolt  spread  from  Hatteras 
to  the  western  frontier  and  the  hostility  increased 
with  additional  fury  at  the  prospect  of  an  inde- 
pendent and  continental  union.  The  great  struggle 
which  had  been  directed  against  the  tyranny  of 
royal  rule  now  reached  a  dramatic  climax.  This 
period  cannot  be  passed  over  without  a  reference 
to  an  event  of  such  momentous  import  and  im- 
mortal significance  as  to  deserve  forever  a  place 
upon  the  banner  of  our  Commonwealth.  I  refer  to 
the  date,  April  12,  1776,  and  the  accompanying  reso- 
lution. 

"Resolved,  That  the  delegate  of  this  colony  in  the 
Continental  Congress  be  impowered  to  concur  with 
the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  declaring  in- 
dependence." 

A  deed  and  a  date  which  should  ever  cause  a  thrill 
of  patriotic  pride.  The  next  scene  presented  is  that 
of  the  burning  of  the  fort  before  the  face  of  the 
governor  who  had  taken  refuge  on  a  British  ship 
anchored  in  the  river  a  mile  from  snore.  From  the 
deck  of  this  vessel  the  governor  issues  a  most  fiery 
proclamation,  of  which  we  have  no  records  in  the 
annals  of  history.  A  few  miles  away  in  the  city  of 
Wilmington  the  Committee  of  Safety  are  holding 
continual  sessions.  Numbering  in  its  membership 
names  destined  to  become  associated  with  our  coun- 
try's struggle  for  independence  aoCT  who,  by  their 
wisdom  and  bravery,  contributed  tlieir  share  to  the 
glory  and  renown  of  the  State  whose  interest  they 
served.  There  is  now  presented  the  flight  of  the 
royal  governor  from  his  former  dominion  and  as 
the  ship  bearing  him  and  his  few  personal  belong- 
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ings  sinks  below  the  horizon  the  rule  of  the  King 
and  his  royal  agents  is  gone  from  our  shores  for- 
ever. And  so  after  a  revolution  of  nearly  200  years 
the  flag  which  had  been  planted  on  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina  began  to  wane,  the  unfitness  of  the 
government  of  England  of  her  colonies  had  become 
more  and  more  obvious  and  amid  the  commotions 
and  excitement  of  an  indignant  nation  an  Ameri- 
can independence  was  at  last  asserted  by  the  people 
of  Mecklenburg  on  the  20th  of  May,  1775.  So  this 
dramatic  chapter  can  be  closed  with  a  sentence  from 
Jones'  Memorials  of  North  Carolina:  "It  is  curious 
to  observe  that  the  annals  of  a  single  State  should 
contribute  the  two  great  events  in  the  history  of 
the  present  age— the  alpha  and  omega  of  the  domin- 
ion of  England  over  her  old  North  American 
Colonies." 

MEMORIAL  TABLETS. 

Unfortunately,  the  burial  place  of  Governor 
Dobbs  has  beeen  lost  sight  of,  although  he  is  known 
to  have  been  buried  on  the  plantation  burying 
ground  on  Old  Town  Creek. 

Forgetfulness  of  historic  characters  and  heroes  of 
history  is  not  merely  a  characteristic  of  the  race 
today.  In  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes  is  related  a 
story  which  would  apply  now  as  of  old:  "There 
was  a  little  city  and  a  few  men  within  it  and^  a 
great  King  came  against  it  and  besieged  it  and  built 
bulwarks  against  it.  Now  there  was  in  the  city  a 
poor  wise  man  and  he  by  his  wisdom  delivered  the 
city,  yet  no  man  remembered  that  same  poor  man." 

For  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  the  scientist,  Arch- 
imedes lay  buried  and  forgotten  without  the  gates 
of  his  native  city,  Syracuse.  The  orator  and  states- 
man, Cicero,  upon  a  visit  to  the  city,  desired  that 
the  place  of  his  burial  should  be  disclosed.  Beneath 
a  tangled  mass  of  briers  and  vines  he  discovered  a 
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monument  bearing  upon  its  face  a  sphere  inscribed 
in  a  cylinder,  by  wliich  sign  he  knew  it  to  be  the 
grave  of  the  philosopher. 

So  we  see  the  spirit  of  ingratitude  and  neglect  is 
no  new  characteristic  of  the  race. 

Let  us  all  aid  in  the  movement  started  some  years 
ago  to  give  not  only  local,  but  National,  recogni- 
tion to  the  greatest  man  North  Carolina  furnished 
to  the  Revolution.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  I  mean 
General  George  Howe,  who  lies  buried  in  an  un- 
marked grave  on  Grange  farm  within  the  borders 
of  Columbus  county. 

Memorial  Tablets  of  the  Cape  Fear. 

Of  other  memorial  tablets  erected  in  the  Cape 
Fear  one  is  to  a  man,  another  a  palace,  a  third  a 
church,  and  the  fourth  to  a  fortification. 

A  tasteful  and  effective  monument  composed  of 
the  stones  from  the  Tryon  palace  bears  the  follow- 
ing inscription: 

ST.  PHILLIP'S  TABLET 

A  Memorial 

to 

Colonel  Maurice  Moore 

Gentleman  and  Soldier  of  the  King,  who  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord,  1725,  founded  in  the  wilderness 

The  Town  of  Brunswick 

Reserving  for  the  Glory  of  God  the  tract  of  land 

on  which  was  built  this  parish  church 

of  Saint  Phillip's 

Also  to  the 

Heroes  and  Patriots  of  the  lower  Cape  Fear,  whose 

brave  deeds  illustrated  its 

Colonial  History 
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Brunswick  was  for  a  time  the  seat  of  Royal  Gov- 
ernment in  the  province  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
residence  of  the  Colonial  Governors  Johnston, 
Dobbs  and  Tryon. 

"It  was  the  scene  of  the  first  armed  resistance  to 
the  Stamp  Act  in  any  American  Colony  where  citi- 
zen soldiers  under  the  leadership  of  Hugh  Wadd^U 
and  John  Ashe  defied  the  power  of  Great  Britain 
and  prevented  the  landing  of  the  stamps  from  her 
ships  of  war,  November  28th,  1765. 

"This  tablet  is  the  gift  of  Ida  N.  Moore  and 
8elina  M.  Harvey,  descendants  of  Col.  Maurice 
Moore,  and  is  erected  under  the  auspices  of  the 
North  Carolina  iSociety  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America. 

"For  there  are  deeds  that  should  not  pass  away. 
And  names  that  must  not  wither." 


CORNELIUS    HARNETT   MONUMENT 

The  North  Carolina  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
of  America  have  erected  this  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  Colonial  heroes  of  the  lower  Cape 
Fear: 

CORNELIUS  HARNETT 

172a-1881. 

The  Cape  Fear  first  explored  1663. 

First  Settlement  1665. 

Permanent  Settlement  at  Brunswick 

1725. 

Wilmington  established  1733. 

In  honor  of  the  hundred  and  fifty  men  who  made 
the  first  armed  resistance  in  the  American  Colonies 
to  the  oppressive  Stamp  Act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, February  19,  1766. 

119 


RUSSELBORO 

"Erected  by  Captain  John  Russell,  commander  of 
His  Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Scorpion,  who  gave  his 
name  to  this  residence  and  tract  of  55  acres  of  land 
adjacent  to  the  town  of  Brunswick." 

Subsequently  owned  and  occupied  by  the  British 
Governor  and  commander-in-chief,  Arthur  Dobbs, 
and  later  conveyed  to  his  excellency,  William  Try- 
on,  Governor. 

"On  the  tenth  of  February,  1766,  this  building 
known  as  Tryon's  palace  was  surrounded  by  150 
armed  men  of  the  Cape  Fear,  lead  by  George  Moore 
of  Orton,  and  Cornelius  Harnett,  who  resisted  for 
the  first  time  on  this  continent  the  authority  of 
their  sovereign  lord,  the  King,  by  demanding  from 
Governor  Tryon  the  person  of  Capt.  Lobb,  com- 
mander of  the  sloop  of  war  "Viper,"  and  the  sur- 
render of  the  odious  emblems  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment Stamp  Act,  committed  to  his  care,  which  had 
been  brought  to  Brunswick  by  Capt.  Phipps,  in  the 
sloop  of  war  "Diligence."  Subsequently,  on  the  21st 
of  February,  1766,  at  10  A.  M.,  a  body  of  400  to  500 
Cape  Fear  men,  in  arms,  under  Cornelius  Harnett 
and  Col.  James  Moore,  surrounded  this  house  and 
demanded  the  surrender  of  His  Majesty's  Comp- 
troller, Mr.  Pennington,  and  required  of  him  an 
oath  that  he  would  ncA^er  issue  any  stamped  paper 
in  this  province  of  North  Carolina. 

"This  monument  erected  May  5,  1909,  by  the  North 
Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  Ameri- 
ca, is  composed  of  stones  from  the  original  founda- 
tion of  Tryon's  palace  on  this  spot." 


FORT  JOHNSTON 

"This  table  was  erected  May,  1911,  by  the  North 
Carolina  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  to 
mark  the  site  of  Fort  Johnston,  the  first  fort  in  the 
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province  of  North  Carolina,  built  under  act  of  as- 
sembly of  1745  and  completed  in  1764,  and  named 
in  honor  of  Governor  Gabriel  Johnston.  The  pa- 
triots of  the  Cape  Pear  resisted  the  execution  of  the 
Stamp  Act  in  1766,  forced  the  spiking  of  its  24  can- 
non, the  gift  of  King  George  the  Second. 

"The  fort  was  the  refuge  of  Governor  Josiah  Mar- 
tin, after  his  flight  from  Newbern,  May  24th,  1775, 
until  he  was  compelled  by  the  patriots  to  abandon 
it,  July  18th,  1775,  on  which  day  it  was  destroyed 
and  royal  government  in  North  Carolina  ceased." 

MEMORIAL  TABLETS 

"The  work  of  perpetuating  these  glories  devolves 
upon  your  honorable  Society  and  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  and  under  your  fostering  care  and 
sympathetic  guidance  the  world  will  come  into  a 
full  knowledge  of  our  deeds  which  adorn  the  pages 
of  history  and  will  learn  from  our  forefathers  the 
lessons  of  courage,  bravery,  and  sacrifice." 

The  objects  and  purposes  of  your  society  are 
prompted  by  the  sublimest  and  loftiest  motives, 
chiefly  those  of  preserving  the  traditions  and  his- 
tory of  our  common  country. 

As  the  painter  puts  upon  canvas  the  images  and 
fancies  of  his  imagination  making  them  real  and 
tangible,  so  your  society  records  upon  bronze  and 
stone  the  deeds  of  a  brave  people  whose  proud  spirit 
no  kingly  power  could  ever  conquer  and  whose  loy- 
alty and  devotion  to  the  idea  of  a  free  government 
no  tyrant  could  ever  crush. 

Can  we,  their  posterity,  feel  gratitude  warm 
enough  to  requite  the  boon  they  bequeathed  us? 

Can  we  speak  in  language  glowing  enough  to 
sound  their  praise? 

Can  we  build  a  monument  high  enough  to  tell  the 
story  of  their  deeds? 
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PRESENTATION  AND  UNVEILING 

OF  THE 

ablet  Commemorating  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration 
of  Independence,  May  20tli,  1775,  and 
the  Tw^enty-Seven  Signers 

Erected  by  the  North  Carolina  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  of  America 

THE  CAPITOL,  RALEIGH.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Monday.  May  20th.   1912,   1:00  o'clock  P.  M. 

s 

PROGRAMME  OF  EXERCISES 

Carolina"         -----       Third  Regiment  Band.  N.  C.  N.  G. 

•ayer         -------      Rev.  Wm.  McC.  White,  D.  D. 

Pastor  of  Presbyterian  Church,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence 

Read  by 

Dr.  D.  HARVEY  HILL 

President  N.  C.  A.  and  M.  College 

Presentation  of  Tablet  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina 

Hon.  WALTER  CLARK 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina 

Acceptance  of  Tablet  for  the  State  of  North  CaroUna 

His  Excellency,  WILLIAM  W.  KITCHIN 
Governor  of  North  Carolina 

(America"  -         -         -        -  The  Third  Regiment  Band,  N.  C.  N.  G. 

Adjourn  to  Rotunda 

Unveiling  of  Tablet  by  Thirteen  Members  of  the 

North  Carolina  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  Ameiica 

The  Star  Spangled  Banner"       -       -      -       The  Raleigh  High  School  Chorus 

enediction Rev.  Wm.  McC.  White,  D.  D. 

Columbia"  _        >         -        -     The  Third  Regiment  Band,  N.  C  N.  G. 
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J  IN  COMMLMORATION  OF  THE        I 
\  FAMOUS  20th  OF  MAY,  1 775   \ 

i  > 

\    Address  Delivered  on  May  20th,  1912,  in  the  State     \ 

X  Capitol,  at  Raleigh,  at  the  Presentation  of  the  > 

i  Mecklenburg  Declaration  Tablet  s 

\  s 

^  By  Hon.  WALTER  CLARK  | 

i  Chief  Justice  of  tfie  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina  i 

S  { 
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Governor  Kitchin,  Ladies  and  Fellow  Citizens  : — 

During  the  long  reign  of  Queen  Victoria  of  England 
there  was  so  uniformly  fine  weather  when  she  attended  a 
pubhc  function  that  it  became  proverbially  known  as 
"Queen's  weather."  Of  course  today,  when  we  have  so 
many  queens  in  attendance  on  this  historic  occasion,  we 
have  a  perfect  day. 

We  all  feel  the  deepest  grief  at  the  absence  today  of  one 
who  ever  felt  the  greatest  interest  in  everything  that  re- 
flected honor  and  credit  upon  North  Carolina  and  its 
history — a  loyal  and  true  son  of  the  State  and  one  of  its 
most  distinquished  citizens.*  Peace  to  his  ashes  and 
honor  always  to  his  memory. 

To  understand  the  boldness,  the  audacity,  the  intensity 
of  conviction  of  the  men  who  made  the  Mecklenburg 
Declaration,  we  must  consider  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances as  they  appeared  to  those  men  and  not  as  we  see 
them  today  after  the  successful  result  of  the  movement 
that  they  initiated  and  after  the  splendid  achievements 
of  137  years.  The  declaration  they  made  was  tilll,  then 
unknown  in  the  annals  of  history.    It  was  treason  not  only 

*  Hon.  R.  H.  Battle,  who  had  died  this  morning. 
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to  the  government,  but  to  the  frame-work  of  society.  It 
was  the  initiative  by  the  people  themselves  of  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people  and  for  the  people. 

At  the  time  of  the  Mecklenbm'g  Declaration  in  all  the 
bounds  of  the  thirteen  colonies  there  was  not  a  single  man 
of  any  prominence  v/ho  had  declared  himself  for  indepen- 
dence. Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams,  Hancock  and 
others  who  became  great  leaders  were  at  that  time  busy 
in  proclaiming  that  they  did  not  favor  independence, 
that  Britain  had  no  more  loyal  sons  than  they  and  that 
they  were  seeking  only  the  redress  of  grievances  at  the 
hands  of  the  government.  We  have  Washington's  own 
words,  a  month  later,  when  he  took  command  of  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  that  he  "abhorred  the  idea  of  indepen- 
dence," and  on  August  25,  1775,  Thomas  JelTerson  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  same  effect  which  has  been  published  in  his 
works. 

Great  Britain  was  at  that  time  the  wealthiest  and  pro- 
bably the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world.  A  quarter 
of  a  century  later,  almost  alone  and  unaided,  she  defied 
the  colossal  military  genius  of  the  ages,  and  for  two  de- 
cades opposed  the  power  of  France,  until  she  finally  laid 
it  in  the  dust.  Against  that  country  from  which  they  had 
received  their  origin  and  their  governmxent,  a  handful  of 
men  in  a  remote  village,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  teach- 
ings of  the  great  leaders  of  the  colonies,  defiantly  held 
then-  meeting  and  proclaimed  to  all  the  world  that  the 
Americans  were  and  of  a  right  ought  to  be  free  and  indepen- 
dent people.  The  great  leaders  of  the  time  were  for  revolt 
against  oppression  and  a  redress  of  grievances.  The  men 
of  Mecklenburg  were  for  revolution,  a  complete  severing 
of  the  ties  that  bound  us  to  the  mother  country  and  an 
absolute  break  with  the  traditions  of  government. 

The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  is  another  proof  that 
all  movements  for  the  betterment  of  the  masses  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  all  revo- 
lutions to  assert  them,  have  come  from  the  people  them- 
selves and  never  originate  with  their  leaders,  however 
able  and  patriotic. 
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The  people  of  Mecklenburg  were  an  educated  people, 
God-fearing  and  self-reliant.  They  belonged  to  that 
great  Scotch-Irish  race  which  has  given  to  this  country 
so  many  of  its  Presidents,  so  many  orators,  so  many 
leaders  in  thought  and  action.  But  the  best  gift  that 
they  have  ever  bestowed  upon  the  world  is  their  steady 
maintenance  of  the  principle  that  the  masses  have  a  right 
to  think,  to  decide,  and  to  act  for  themselves.  These 
great  movements  have  always  come  from  the  ranks  of 
the  people.  It  was  at  no  suggestion  of  leaders,  upon  no 
resolution  of  constituted  authority,  but  upon  their  own 
initiative  and  acting  upon  their  own  instinctive  man- 
hood and  sense  of  right  that  the  unorganized  people,  the 
embattled  farmers  at  Lexington  "fired  the  shot  that  was 
heard  around  the  world"  and  drove  in  headlong  flight 
the  veteran  battalions  of  Britain  back  to  Boston.  It  was 
on  the  meadows  of  Rutli  that  the  Swiss  peasants  defied 
the  hitherto  overwhelming  power  of  Austria  and  inau- 
gurated the  republic,  which,  though  surrounded  by 
monarchies,  has  survived  to  this  day. 

There  have  been  very  few,  if  any,  historical  events 
about  which  there  has  not  been  controversy,  from  that 
far-off  primal  day  when  the  first  lady  of  the  land  was  turned 
out  of  all  her  possessions,  down  to  the  discussed  and  dis- 
puted occurrences  in  the  late  cabinet  of  our  only  hving  ex- 
President.  Even  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  has  not 
been  spared,  but  now  that  its  friends  have  the  ladies  on 
their  side,  they  feel  that  they  have  the  last  word.  At  any 
rate,  they  know  now  that  they  are  right.  No  one  denies 
that  there  was  a  declaration  in  Charlotte  in  May,  1775. 
It  has  been  contended  that  this  was  made  on  May  31  in- 
stead of  May  20.  The  difference  of  eleven  days  is  an 
entirely  immaterial  circumstance  in  itself.  It  has  been 
further  contended  that  the  resolutions  passed  May  31 
were  the  only  ones  and  that  those  accredited  on  May  20 
were  not  enacted  at  all. 

The  declaration  of  May  20  dissolved  the  pohtical  bands 
which  connected  us  with  the  mother  country  and  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown.    And  it 
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was  further  resolved  "We  do  hereby  declare  ourselves  a 
free  and  independent  people,  are  and  of  a  right  ought  to 
be  sovereign  and  self-governing."  The  resolves  of  May 
31  whose  authenticity  no  one  ques  ions  provided  among 
other  things  that  "The  Provincial  C  ngress  of  each  pro- 
vince, '  nder  the  direction  of  the  great  Continental  Con- 
gress, is  invested  with  all  legislative  and  executive  powers 
within  their  respective  provinces,  and  that  no  other  legis- 
lative or  executive  power  does  or  can  exist  at  this  time  in 
any  of  these  colonies."  It  was  futher  resolved  that  all 
commissions,  civil  and  military,  heretofore  granted  by 
the  crown,  were  null  and  void  and  that  all  former  laws 
were  now  suspended.  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to 
pass  resolutions  to  create  a  court  to  provide  for  taxation 
and  appointed  officers  to  administer  the  government  of 
the  country  till  laws  could  be  passed.  These  resolutions 
on  their  face  indicate  that  there  had  been  a  previous  de- 
claration absorbing  from  allegiance. 

The  evidence  is  plenary  that  resolutions  were  adopted 
at  a  meeting  presided  over  by  Abram  Alexander,  and  when 
J.  McKnitt  Alexander  was  secretary.  The  resolutions  of 
May  31  were  signed  by  Ephraim  Brevard,  "Clerk  of  the 
Committee."  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  there  were  two 
meetings  and  the  just  inference  is  that  the  latter  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  by  a  committee  which  at  the  meeting 
on  May  20  had  been  appointed  to  formulate  regulations 
and  provide  for  officials — action  which  had  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  dissolution  of  all  connection  with  the 
mother  country  and  absolutioon  from  all  allegiance  which 
had  been  declared  at  such  former  meeting. 

The  difference  in  the  dates  is  of  no  importance  and 
either  set  of  resolutions  was  a  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. The  only  practical  inmportace  of  the  controversy 
is  the  implication  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  people  of  Mecklenburg  them- 
selves were  incompetent  or  careless  in  the  investigation 
of  the  truth  and  recklessly  palmed  off  a  falsehood  upon 
the  world. 

Unfortunately,  the  declaration  of  May  20  was  destroyed 
when  the  house  of  J.   McKnitt  Alexander,  secretary  of 
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that  meeting,  was  burned  in  1800.  A  copy  which  had 
been  sent  to  England  in  1775  was  taken  out  of  the  files  of 
the  British  Archives  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  of  Virginia,  our 
minister  to  England  in  1837,  and  was  lost.  The  copy  sent 
to  General  Davie  by  Mr.  Ale^  ander  after  his  house  was 
burned  was  admittedly  written  from  memory.  There  was 
simply  a  fortuituous  combination  of  circumstances.  The 
adherents  of  May  31  take  advantage  of  this  to  deny  the 
authenticity  of  the  copy  of  the  declaration  of  May  20  fur- 
nished to  Judge  Martin  pior  to  the  fire  which  is  published 
by  him  in  his  history,  and  to  demand  further  proof  of  an 
act  which  after  the  long  lapse  of  time  cannot  be  furnished. 
They  ignore  the  fact  the  verdict  made  up  by  the  people  of 
Mecklenburg  nearly  a  century  ago,  when  survivors  of  the 
great  scene  were  still  among  them,  and  that  the  judgment 
rendered  upon  the  verdict  after  due  investigation  by 
the  people  of  the  State,  are  evidence.  The  burden  is 
upon  those  who  would  impeach  the  bona  fides  and  cor- 
rectness of  that  judgment  to  furnish  evidence  that  there 
was  no  declaration  on  May  20.  We  must  concede  some- 
thing to  the  intelligence  and  integrity  of  former  genera- 
tions.    Those  virtues  did  not  originate  in  our  day. 

I  would  not  fatigue  this  audience  with  restating  the 
evidence  in  favor  of  the  declaration  of  May  20.  No  new 
fact  or  argument  could  now  be  produced  as  to  a  matter 
which  has  been  so  thoroughly  investigated  and  so  fully 
discussed.  It  was  called  to  the  attention  of  the  pubhc 
in  1819,  and  after  thorough  investigation  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1830-31,  which  contained  many  men  of  emi-' 
nence,  adopted  a  resolution  which  fully  sustained  the 
authenticity  of  May  20.  From  that  day  to  this,  almost 
without  a  break,  that  date  has  been  celebrated  on  each 
recurring  anniversary  by  the  people  of  Charlotte,  than 
whom  there  are  none  more  intelligent.  In  1861  the  State 
honored  the  20th  May  as  the  date  of  our  first  Declara- 
tion of  Independance,  by  calhng  together  the  conven- 
tion which  on  that  day  declared  our  independence  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  the  convention  also  placed 
that  date  upon  our  State  flag  where  it  has  remained  to 
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this  day.   The  State  has  also  made  May  20  a  legal  holiday 
and  placed  the  date  upon  our  State  Seal. 

So  far  as  the  deliberate  investigation  and  the  Official 
action  of  the  State  through  the  representatives  of  the 
people  for  nearly  one  hundred  years  can  settle  the  matter, 
the  verdict  has  been  rendered  and  final  judgment  has  been 
rendered. 

The  first  investigation  was  had  when  many  survivors 
of  the  event  were  still  living  who  could  speak  as  eye-wit- 
nesses as  to  what  transpired  and  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  date.  As  late  as  the  Celebration  of  1826,  some  seventy 
of  the  Revolution  were  present  and  took  part  in  the  cele- 
bration. In  1831,  and  even  later,  there  were  still  some  of 
these  survivors  who  took  part  in  these  celebrations.  No 
celebration  of  May  31  has  ever  been  attempted. 

At  the  centennial  of  the  Mecklenbm-g  Declaration  of 
May  20,  1875,  in  the  presence  of  a  vast  crowd  gathered 
from  many  States,  an  honored  son  of  North  Carolina,* 
who  had  represented  this  State  both  in  the  United  States 
and  Confederate  States  Senate,  and  who  had  served  two 
terms  as  its  chief  executive,  summed  up  the  evidence  in 
a  dispassionate  analysis  which  has  left  nothing  which 
could  be  added.  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  accustomed  to 
weigh  evidence,  of  the  soundest  judgment,  and  conscien- 
tious in  all  his  dealings.  Had  he  found  the  slightest  rea- 
sons to  doubt  his  conclusions  he  would  have  unhesitating- 
ly have  stated  it.  Judge  Gaston,  Dr.  F.  L.  Hawks  and 
many  others  of  our  ablest  men  have  also  spoken  and 
written  their  concurrence  in  the  authenticity  of  the  date 
and  declaration  of  May  20. 

We  know  that  in  January,  1775,  the  Committees  of 
Safety,  in  parts  of,  if  not  throughout  the  State,  agreed  to 
hold  monthly  meetings  on  the  twentieth  of  each  month 
during  that  year,  and  though  the  records  have  been  largely 
destroyed,  enough  remains  to  show  that  these  meetings 
were  so  held.  On  that  very  May  20,  1775,  on  the  day  the 
meeting  at  Charlotte  was  being  held,  we  know  that  these 

*  Hon.  W.  A.  Graham. 
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committees  held  their  meetings  in  Pitt,  New  Hanover  and 
in  other  counties,  and  that  on  June  20,  1775,  the  "Liberty 
Point  Declaration"  in  Cumberland  was  adopted  and  that 
other  counties  had  their  meetings  on  the  same  day. 

The  origin  of  the  opposition  to  the  20th  of  May  is  based 
upon  the  letters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  of  John  Adams 
written  in  1819 — forty-four  years  after  the  event — stating 
they  did  not  remember  ever  to  have  heard  of  it.  This 
would  equally  call  in  question  the  resolves  of  May  31. 
The  testimony  of  survivors  is  explicit  that  copies  of 
the  declaration  of  May  20  were  sent  to  our  delegates 
to  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  and  we  have  the  affidavit  of 
the  messenger,  Captain  Jack,  that  he  carried  and  de- 
livered these  copies.  Congress  at  that  time  was  denying 
any  desire  for  independence,  and  these  resolutions  of 
Mecklenburg  were  probably  not  made  public.  And  if 
they  had  been,  county  resolutions  from  North  Caro- 
lina would  have  made  no  abiding  impression  upon  Mr. 
Jefferson  or  Mr.  Adams.  Writing  in  this  same  year,  1819, 
in  regard  to  a  controversy  as  to  the  date  of  the  signing  of 
the  Philadelphia  Declaration,  Mr.  Jefferson  positively 
affirmed  that  it  was  "signed  by  all  the  members  present 
except  Mr.  Dickerson  on  July  4."*  Whereas  we  now  know 
from  the  secret  journal  of  the  Congress  that  no  member 
whatever  signed  it  till  August  2,  and  we  know  from  letters 
of  members  written  at  the  time  that  others  signed  it  at 
various  dates  along  during  the  fall  and  Mr.  McKean  sev- 
eral months  later.  Some  signed  it  who  were  not  even 
members  on  July  4,  and  some  who  were  members  at  that 
date  did  not  sign  it  at  all.  f  Mr.  Jefferson  lived  a  life 
crowded  with  memories,  but  if  his  memory  was  thus  de- 
fective as  to  the  incidents  connected  with  the  greatest 
event  in  his  whole  life,  it  is  not  astonishing  that  in  this 
same  year,  1819,  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-seventh  year, 
and  Mr.  Adams  was  in  his  eighty-fourth,  that  they  retained 
no  recollection  of  resolutions  passed  by  a  county  down  in 
North  Carolina.    Mr.  Jefferson  stated  in  his  letter  that  he 


*Hazelton's  History  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  195. 
t  Do.,  204. 
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would  not  not  say  that  the  declaration  of  May  20  was  a 
fabrication,  while  Mr.  Adams  in  his  letter  of  that  j^ear  and 
also  one  written  in  1813,  said  that  after  long  hanging  in 
the  balance  while  the  declaration  at  Philadelphia  was 
finally  unanimous,  that  it  was  carried  by  one  majority 
which  was  the  vote  of  Mr.  Hewes,  of  North  Carohna,  who, 
"became  convinced  by  the  perusal  of  letters  and  public 
proceedings  that  the  majority  in  that  province  favored 
independence."* 

We  must  remember  that  when  this  matter  was  fully 
investigated  in  1819  that  the  date  of  the  declaration  was 
1775,  was  no  farther  off  than  1868  is  from  us  now,  as  to 
which  manj^  living  people  can  give  conclusive  testimony. 
We  know  that  two. of  the  most  prominent  men,t  who 
boldly  and  effectively  led  the  minority  in  this  hall  in  1868 
and  others,  are  still  alive  and  their  statement  of  the  proceed- 
ings here  would  command  respect  as  did  that  of  the  Meck- 
lenburg survivors  in  1819. 

Without  going  into  details,  the  authenticity  of  the  de- 
claration of  May  20  rests  upon  positive  evidence:  the 
testimony  of  survivors,  the  copy  of  Judge  Martin  made 
before  the  fire,  and  the  Davie  copy  made  afterwards  from 
memory,  and  upon  the  investigation  and  conclusion  reach- 
ed by  the  intelhgent  people  of  Mecklenburg  and  upon  the 
decision  to  the  same  effect  made  by  the  authorities  of 
this  State  and  the  respectful  observance  of  the  day  by 
both  for  nearly  a  century.  The  case  against  it  is  based 
upon  the  inability  to  produce  the  original  which  is  not 
unnatural  as  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  upon  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  rernember  it  and  upon  the  fact 
that  there  were  resolves  passed  on  May  31. 

The  latter  were  proper  sequels  to  a  more  definite  declara- 
tion on  May  20.  Certainly  it  is  not  reasonable  to  infer 
therefrom  a  total  denial  of  all  the  direct  evidence  as  to 
May  20  which  was  found  satisfactory  by  the  people  of 
Mecklenburg  and  of  this  State,    and  which  both  have 

*  Hazelton's  History  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  210. 

Do.,  23,  119. 
t  Thomas  J.  Jarvis  and  John  W.  Giaham. 
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acted  on  for  nearly  a  century.  The  evidence  in  its  favor  is 
positive.    That  against  it  is  merely  argument  and  inference. 

The  action  taken  at  Mecklenburg  on  May  20  was  in 
accordance  with  the  general  forward  tone  of  public  sen- 
timent in  North  Carolina,  for  it  was  by  this  State  that  the 
first  resolution  to  instruct  the  delegates  at  Philadelphia  in 
favor  of  national  independence  was  passed  on  April  12, 
1776,  a  date  which  we  have  also  placed  upon  our  State 
flag,  but  which  also  is  ignored  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  The 
first  victory  for  the  patriot  cause  was  won  by  North 
Carolinians  at  Moore's  Creek  on  Febuarry  27,  1776. 
MoreoA^er,  it  was  in  this  State  ten  years  previous,  in  1765, 
at  Wilmington,  that  the  only  opposition  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Stamp  Act  was  made  by  men  with  arms  in 
their  hands. 

A  distinguished  mathematician  was  induced  to  read 
' 'Paradise  Lost."  When  asked  his  opinion,  he  replied :  "It 
is  very  fine  but  what  does  it  prove?"  If  the  advocates 
of  May  31  could  prove  their  case  the  result  would  simply 
be  to  find  that  there  was  a  declaration  of  independence 
made  eleven  days  later  in  Charlotte,  not  in  exactly  the 
same  words,  but  fully  as  definite  as  that  of  May  20.  V/hat 
would  be  the  benefit  achieved? 

To  raise  doubts  as  to  matters  of  history  which  the  world 
has  deemed  well  settled  is  a  favorite  diversion  with  some. 
It  requires  merely  a  httle  leisure  and  ingenuity  and  it  con- 
fers a  gentle  glow  of  satisfaction  to  be  better  informed 
than  other  people.  Archbishop  Whately  some  years  ago 
wrote  a  most  interesting  pamphlet  entitled  "Historic 
Doubts  About  Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  in  which  he  demon- 
strated, by  the  use  of  the  reasoning  usually  adopted  by 
those  questioning  historical  facts,  that  the  emporer  Napo- 
leon had  never  existed  and  that  what  was  reported  about 
him  was  legendary  and  mythical.  By  the  same  process 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  or  any  other  historical 
fact  whatever  can  be  called  in  question  whenever  by  the 
lapse  of  time  additional  evidence  cannot  be  had. 

On  no  point  has  these  historical  doubts  been  more  fre- 
quently raised  than  as  to  the  correctness  of  dates.    Scien- 
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tific  men  have  sought  to  prove  that  Christmas  was  not 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  our  Savior,  but  that  he 
was  born  in  August  when  the  shepherds  were  "keeping 
their  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night"  and  they  further 
demonstrated  that  this  momentous  event  occurred  seven 
years  before  the  beginning  of  our  present  era,  and  hence 
that  in  truth  this  is  the  year  1919  instead  of  the  year  1912. 
This  reasoning  has  been  adopted  by  many  eminent  di- 
vines as  correct,  but  if  true  it  in  no  wise  shakes  the 
foundation  of  our  faith. 

There  are  those  who  say  and  truly,  that  the  American 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  adopted  on  July  2,*  and 
hence  that  day  should  be  celebrated  instead  of  July  4. 
They  also  say  with  truth  that  the  declaration  instead  of 
being  signed  on  July  4  was  not  signed  altogether  on  that 
nor  on  any  other  day,  but  that  from  time  to  time  for  some 
weeks  the  members  of  the  Congress  were  appending  their 
signatures  to  that  immortal  document.!  Had  that  in- 
strument been  destroyed  by  fire  we  would  have  had  a 
similar  controversy  as  to  its  date  and  language. 

However  these  immaterial  matters  may  be,  the  time 
will  never  come  when  the  Christian  people  of  any  land 
will  celebrate  Christmas  in  August  nor  change  the  dates 
of  all  past  occurrences.  And  as  long  as  the  fourth  of  July 
returns  when  ever  the  sun  shall  throw  his  roseate  gleams 
on  the  storm-bound  coast  of  Maine  the  cannon  shall 
reverberate,  and  to  paraphrase  the  language  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, "keeping  pace  with  the  flying  hours  as  they  speed," 
along  the  great  lakes  of  the  north,  through  the  valleys 
of  the  mighty  river,  across  the  great  mountains,  martial 
music  and  the  roar  of  a  cannon  shall  keep  fresh  the  day 
in  the  remembrance  of  a  free  people.  And  so  long  as  this 
State  shall  revere  the  actions  of  our  forefathers  and  have 
confidence  in  their  integrity  and  their  intelligence,  the 
date  which  this  State  has  placed  on  its  flag,  and  on  its 
great  seal,  and  which  it  has  set  apart  as  a  State  holiday, 
shall  be  observed  by  our  people. 

*  Hazelton's  History  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  166. 
t  Do.,  210. 
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It  is  to  the  ladies  of  North  Carolina,  and  especially  to 
the  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames,  that  we  owe  this 
bronze  tablet  which  is  to  stand  imbedded  in  the  granite 
walls  of  this  Capitol  in  perpetual  memorial  of  the  great 
deed  of  the  men  of  Charlotte  and  Mecklenburg  on  the  day 
137  years  ago.  Some  one  has  said  that  if  doubt  and  skep- 
ticism should  corrupt  the  race  of  men  and  belief  in  God, 
and  immortality  should  seem  to  perish  from  the  earth, 
it  would  abide  in  the  hearts  of  pure-minded  women  who 
would  raise  up  at  their  knees  the  children  whose  faith  in 
another  generation  should  revive,  remake  and  redeem 
humanity.  Should  this  Nation  seem  ready  to  perish  by 
luxury  and  corruption,  should  we  lose  faith  in  the  valor 
and  patriotism  of  our  men,  it  is  in  the  pure  hearts  of  our 
women  that  patriotic  remembrances  of  an  earlier  and 
purer  age  will  be  perpetuated  and  at  their  knees  be  brought 
up  a  race  of  men  who  shall  redeem  and  save  the  Republic. 

It  is  to  our  glorious  women  that  we  owe  the  monuments 
all  over  the  State,  which  recall  and  honor  the  sacrifice  of 
themselves  by  the  men  of  1861-65,  and  it  is  to  them  that 
we  owe  these  tablets  that  recall  the  patriotic  deeds  of  the 
great  Revolution  when  these  colonies  won  in  the  great- 
est movement  of  the  people  in  all  the  ages. 

Your  Excellency,  on  behalf  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
North  Carolina,  and  at  their  request,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  the  State  of  North  Carohna  through 
you  as  its  chief  executive,  this  tablet  in  imperishable 
bronze,  which  shall  recall  to  aU  future  times  the  great 
deed  which  was  accomphshed  at  Charlotte,  in  Mecklen- 
burg County,  on  May  20,  1775. 


GOVERNOR  KITCHIN'S  SPEECH. 

"I  have  heard  with  great  interest  of  the  Mecklenburg 
Declaration  of  Independence,  as  told  by  your  distin- 
guished Chief  Justice,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
accept  this  tablet  given  by  the  Colonial  Dames  of  North 
Carolina. 
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"It  has  been  a  habit  of  civihzed  people  from  the  time 
of  Moses  to  this  good  hour  to  estabhsh  monuments  to 
things  along  the  pathway  of  humanity,  and  as  we  recall 
things  occurring  as  we  emerge  from  savages,  a  few  things 
stand  out  like  mountain  peaks.  This  has  been  especially 
so  during  the  last  several  centuries. 

"There  have  been  three  events  of  surpassing  impor- 
tance. Columbus  discovered  America  and  almost  doubled 
the  world;  Luther  did  not  discover  the  reformation  but 
found  the  spirit  slumbering  among  the  people  and  our 
own  Revolution  was  the  result  of  a  popular  uprising 
against  organized  injustice.  Always  there  has  been  some 
man  in  the  crowd  to  make  the  bold  strike  and  down 
among  the  people  was  the  great  determination  to  be  free." 

The  Governor  spoke  of  the  hypocrites,  time-servers  and 
non-combatants  who  delayed  the  coming  of  freedom  and 
touching  the  controversy  as  to  the  day,  said:  "I  am  never 
interested  in  these  controversies.  My  heart  is  more  filled 
with  patriotism  than  with  historical  fact.  I  am  more  in- 
terested in  patriotism  than  in  historians."  I  feel  some- 
what like  Berry  Davidson,  who,  when  asked  to  prove 
some  assertion  made  against  an  opponent,  said:  'I  don't 
have  to  prove  it.  I  said  it  is  so  myself.'  And  that  is  the 
way  with  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration.  It  is  so  because 
they  said  so  themselves.  They  believe  it  and  keep  on 
saying  it. 

"The  kings  and  nobility  have  been  compelled  to  yield 
to  the  people. 

"I  have  come  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  patriotic 
work  of  the  Colonial  Dames,  what  they  have  done  and 
are  doing.  I  did  not  come  to  make  a  speech.  You  have 
heard  a  most  eloquent  one.  I  accept  this  tablet  on  behalf 
of  a  great  State  and  not  personally  because  I  have  no  right 
to  do  that,  much  as  it  is  a  personal  pleasure  and  privilege. 
The  great  majority  of  our  people  will  revere  the  Mecklen- 
burg Declaration  not  only  for  the  event  itself  but  for  the 
Twentieth  of  May  on  which  it  was  written." 
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INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ADMISSION 


Membership  in  the  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
of  America  is  acquired  by  invitation  only. 

A  candidate  must  be  invited  to  join  the  Society  of  the 
State  in  which  she  lives  by  at  least  two  members  to  whom 
she  is  personally  known.  Her  name  will  be  considered 
by  the  Com.mittee  on  EKgibility  and  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  before  she  is  formally  invited  to  join  the  Society. 

No  candidate's  personal  application  for  membership  is 
ever  considered  by  any  Corporate  Society. 

The  National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America  is 
composed  of  the  members  of  the  different  incorporated 
Societies.  There  are  no  members  of  the  National  Society 
who  are  not  m^embers  of  one  of  Societies  incorporated  in 
the  various  States  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


THE  NATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  COLONIAL 
DAMES  OF  AMERICA 


Town  and  County  Committees 

§72.  The  National  Society  recommends  to  the  Presi- 
dents of  all  the  State  Societies  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees in  the  principal  towns  or  in  the  counties  through- 
out the  State  where  any  of  their  members  reside,  when 
too  remote  from  the  headquarters  of  their  State  Society 
to  be  able  to  attend  the  meetings,  either  business  or  in- 
structive. The  Committees  should  consist  of  all  the  mem- 
bers residing  in  said  towns  or  counties,  and  should  be 
notified  of  their  appointment  by  the  President  of  the  State 
Society.  The  Secretary  of  the  State  Society  should  notifiy 
the  Chairman  of  the  town  or  county  of  the  appointment 
of  all  members  of  such  Committees.     Each  Committee 
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should  choose  its  own  chairman  and  Secretary,  who  should 
notify  all  these  members  of  all  meetings  of  the  Commit- 
tee. The  Secretary  of  the  town  or  county  Committee 
should  report  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  her  State  Society 
at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  through  the  Recording 
Secretary,  who,  in  turn,  should  send  to  all  State  Commit- 
tees the  action  of  the  Society  at  its  regular  meetings,  and 
any  other  interesting  facts  or  papers  to  be  read  at  the 
meetings  of  the  State  Committee.  The  State  Committees 
should  apply  to  the  State  Society  for  such  financial  aid  as 
they  may  need  for  stationery,  or  for  carrying  out  any 
local  Colonial  work  which  they  m.ay  wish  to  undertake, 
and  which  the  Board  of  Managers  may  approve;  but  not 
for  any  social  functions.  The  annual  dues  of  the  State 
Society  being  from  all  members  throughout  the  State, 
all  sections  should  share  in  the  use  of  them  for  such  work, 
As  the  annual  entertainment  is  paid  for  bj^  these  dues,  no 
further  expenditure  for  local  entertainments  should  be 
expected  from  the  State  Treasury. 

No  application  for  membership  could  be  granted  by 
such  Committees,  but  the  recommendation  to  the  Board  of 
the  State  Committees  would  add  strength  to  the  letters 
of  the  proposer  and  seconder,  which  must  be  sent,  as  nov/, 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  State  Societ3^  No 
members  could  be  added  to  the  State  Committee  or 
dropped  from  such  Committee  except  by  the  authority  of 
the  President  or  at  her  own  request.  These  Committees 
should  be  Standing  Committees,  w^orking  as  all  such  Com- 
mittees do,  under  the  Board  of  Managers,  under  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  State  Society. 

M.  '04,  pp.  11,  64,  65,  69,  90,  91,  92. 

The  North  Carolina  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America  urges  a  strict  adherance  to  the  foregoing  instruct- 
ions taken  from  the  Acts  in  Council  of  1908,  and  sends  the 
following  rulings  of  the  Board  to  guide  the  Town  and 
County  Committees  in  their  work. 

That  all  historic  spots  shall  be  marked  when  practicable 
with  a  boulder  of  Mount  Airy  granite  with  suitable  in- 
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scription  thereon,  and  that  these  boulders  shall  be  of 
uniform  size  and  that  the  date  of  unveiling  of  these  monu- 
ments shall  be  made  known  to  the  Soceity  so  that  mem- 
bers throughout  the  State  may  have  the  privilege  of 
attending. 

No  memorial  or  historic  work  of  any  kind  shall  be  carried 
out  without  first  submitting  the  project,  with  fjill  infor- 
mation, to  the  Board  of  Managers  for  approval.  All 
inscriptions  must  be  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Board, 
for  their  careful  consideration,  by  the  President,  when  a 
called  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  necessary.  We  are 
guided  in  this  by  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  Council  of 
1906 — that  "No  project  shall  be  suggested  by  any  of  the 
Societies  as  a  National  work  without  first  obtaining  the 
approval  and  signature  of  the  National  President." 

The  treasury  can  be  called  upon  by  the  County  Com- 
mittees for  funds  to  mark  historic  spots  to  an  extent 
authorized  by  the  Board  of  Managers— also  for  objects 
recommended  by  the  National  Society  in  foregoing  article. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  an  applicant  or  nominee- 
invited  bj^  one  m.ember  and  endorsed  by  four  members — 
with  personal  note  from  each  to  the  President  of  the 
Society — when  a  resident  of  a  City  or  Town  where  a 
County  Com.mittee  exists,  that  the  nomination  slip  shall 
first  be  presented  to  the  County  Committee  for  endorse- 
ment, before  being  sent  to  the  President,  to  bring  before 
the  Board  of  Managers.  By  so  doing  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  acceptability  (socially)  of  an  applicant  can  be 
reached. 

Also  that  the  copies  of  the  monthly  minutes  sent  out  by 
the  Secretary  to  each  County  Committee  shall  be  acknowl- 
edged and  in  return  a  full  report  of  all  meetings  of  the 
County  Committees  sent  to  headquarters,  thus  keeping  us 
in  touch  with  the  sentiment  and  work  of  these  Committees. 

Also  that  the  Annual  m.eetings  for  election  of  Chairman 
and  Secretarj^  shall  be  held  in  February  or  March,  that  all 
reports  msiy  be  in  ample  time  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
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reports  of  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina 
Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America  held  the  first 
Wednesday  in  every  Maj^,  except  when  in  conflict  with  the 
date  of  the  Biennial  Council  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of 
America  held  in  Washington. 

Also  that  each  County  Committee  shall  send  as  many 
delegates  as  possible  to  each  Annual  meeting,  thaj^  they 
may  be  in  closer  touch  with  the  work  done  at^  beacf- 
quarters  and  become  acquainted  with  the  members  resi- 
dent in  Wilmington. 


North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 
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